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Trial flight lands at Bhogapuram;
96% work done, says operator

An Air India aircraft, with Union Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu and Vizianagaram MP Kalisetti Appala Naidu

aboard, lands on the 3.8-km runway; Minister hopes that the airport will spur economic activity in north Andhra Pradesh

The Hindu Bureau
VIZIANAGARAM

validation  flight
Awas successfully
completed at the

Bhogapuram International
Airport in Vizianagaram
district of Andhra Pradesh
on Sunday.

An aircraft of Air India,
with Union Civil Aviation
Minister K. Rammohan
Naidu and Vizianagaram
MP Kalisetti Appala Naidu
aboard, landed on the air-
port’s 3.8-km runway
around 11.10 a.m. The air-
craft was given a grand
welcome with a water
salute.

District Collector S.
Ramsundar Reddy, Joint
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Smooth touchdown: Air India's first trial flight landed successfully at the Bhogapuram International
Airport near Visakhapatnam. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Collector Sedhu Madha-
van, and representatives of
the GMR Group welcomed
the Minister and others.
Mr. Rammohan Naidu

said it was a historic day in
the aviation sector and
hoped that the new airport
spurred the economic ac-
tivity across the north And-

hra region. He exuded con-
fidence that the GMR
Group would adhere to the
deadline of June 30 set for
the full-fledged operations

of the airport. He said the
government was taking
steps to widen the roads to
the airport.

GMR Visakhapatnam In-
ternational Airport Ltd.
(GVIAL) is constructing the
greenfield airport, around
50 km from Visakhapat-
nam city, on 2,200 acres at
an estimated cost of ¥4,725
crore. GMR Group deputy
managing director 1. Prab-
hakara Rao said 96% of the
work on the airport had
been completed.

According to him, 200
flights can be operated
from the new airport daily.
It can also handle 20,000
tonnes of cargo a year, and
a cargo terminal is being
built to export products.

Trial flight lands at Bhogapuram; 96% work done, says operator

URTYRY § TI&0T IS Ia; 96% HTA TR, STIREx = Hal

An Air India aircraft, with Union Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu and

Vizianagaram MP Kalisetti Appala Naidu aboard, lands on the 3.8-km runway; Minister

hopes that the airport will spur economic activity in north Andhra Pradesh

T TR 3f&an faum, s Sl e Sgae @it &. Imwie g 3R fasmRE
HiHG BIAS! SwTer A1ag YaR 3, 3.8 et T7a W I, ﬁﬁaﬂﬂaé%%m&@

aﬂﬁ 3isr yeT o erfifes fafafirat of i &m

A validation flight was successfully completed at the Bhogapuram International Airport in

Vizianagaram district of Andhra Pradesh on Sunday.

3yl v & fasrarrs fore & Ry WRTRA SiaveTdiy gaTg o8 R AR &1 T =
IS Thadgad I &I T5 |

An aircraft of Air India, with Union Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu and
Vizianagaram MP Kalisetti Appala Naidu aboard, landed on the airport’s 3.8-km runway
around 11.10 a.m.

TR $1$T1 &1 U fomr, R bta e Sga w3t . Iwig Arag 3R fasrarrRe
|iAg ST AIg AR 9, wmwnmaﬁwﬁa@%wﬁw&w
IR

The aircraft was given a grand welcome with a water salute.

T &1 afex Ve & 1Y YT W fawar T |

District Collector S. Ramsundar Reddy, Joint Collector Sedhu Madhavan, and
representatives of the GMR Group welcomed the Minister and others.

T FaTer TH. IR V1, Ugad Hadex QY ATYaH, 3R SiuHeR agg & ufafiar 3
Tt 3R 3 ANl &1 W@ |

Mr. Rammohan Naidu said it was a historic day in the aviation sector and hoped that the
new airport spurred the economic activity across the north Andhra region.

&l THAG G 1 Hel b U8 IFA &F & forg uep BfagTRie 7 ¢ oik 3% Swite & fob
BaTs g1 Iwdl 3yl &= #f anffes nfafafiray &) wgrar ¢m

He exuded confidence that the GMR Group would adhere to the deadline of June 30 set
for the full-fledged operations of the airport.
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e He said the government was taking steps to widen the roads to the airport.

IBi- Bl fh URPR TS 3 TP O aTell b1 B ST B & (oY HaH 31 @ 8l

¢ GMR Visakhapatnam International Airport Ltd. (GVIAL) is constructing the greenfield
airport, around 50 km from Visakhapatnam city, on 2,200 acres at an estimated cost of
4,725 crore.
SHTHSR fa=mar =9 sevAxHd TaRuld fafies (GAVIAL) fARmEmu=—a e | T
50 f&Til X 2,200 THs T FTWics FATS 31 FT A 24,725 FAS DT AT AT ° B

LG

e GMR Group deputy managing director I. Prabhakara Rao said 96% of the work on the
airport had been completed.

SHTHSR TYE & U Y'Y fERI® 3T, YHTHR I1a - HgT b gaTs 318 HT 96% BT [T &l

qPT

gl

e According to him, 200 flights can be operated from t_he new airport daily.
3% IR, T gaTs 33 I ufafe 200 IS &1 Yara farar o webdi g1

e |t can also handle 20,000 tonnes of cargo a year, and a cargo terminal is being built to
export products.

Tg Ufd a¥ 20,000 T BT Y FHIA TbdT B, 3R IATe! & Frafd & fow v st fifa &1
fafor fear s @ 81

Veteran Dravidian
ideologue L. Ganesan
passes away at 91

The Hindu Bureau
THANJAVUR

Veteran !raw! 1an l! eo-

logue L. Ganesan, 91,
passed away at his resi-
dence in Thanjavur on
Sunday, after suffering
from age-related health is-
sues. He is survived by his
wife, two sons and a
daughter.

Ganesan was born on
April 24, 1934 at Kannath-
ankudi in Orathanadu ta-
luk. During his law college
days, he was inspired by
the Tamil linguistic move-
ment and joined the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK).

He took part in the agita-
tion against Hindi imposi-
tion in the 1960s. Ganesan
was detained under the
draconian Maintenance of
Internal Security Act dur-
ing the Emergency.

He was elected to the
Tamil Nadu Legislative As-
sembly from Orathanadu
in 1967, 1971 and 1989. He
also served as a member of
the Rajya Sabha from 1980
to 1986, and was elected to
the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Council once. During 1989-
91, he served as the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to Chief
Minister M. Karunanidhi.

Quit DMK

He later quit the DMK and
became one of the found-
ing members of the Maru-
malarchi Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (MDMK)
floated by Vaiko.

He was elected to the
Lok Sabha from Tiruchi as
the MDMK candidate in the
2004 general election. Ho-
wever, two years later, he
was relieved from the post

VW

L. Ganesan

He took part in the
agitation in T.N.
against imposition of
Hindi in the 1960s

of MDMK presidium chair-
man by party general se-
cretary Vaiko for “anti-par-
ty activities”. He was
expelled from MDMK in
2008 for defying the party
whip during the trust mo-
tion moved by the Manmo-
han Singh government at
the Centre. Later, he re-
joined the DMK and was
hailed as “Mozhipor Thala-
pathy”. He remained a
member of the party’s ex-
ecutive committee.

His mortal remains will
be cremated at his native
place on Monday.

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin on Sunday visited Than-
javur to pay his last res-
pects to Ganesan. He
proceeded from the Than-
javur Air Force Station to
the residence of the de-
ceased, where he spent a
brief time with the family
members. In a post on X,
he said that “Mozhi Por
Thalapathi, brother ‘L.G*”
would be remembered as
long as Tamil conscious-
ness endured.

Veteran Dravidian ideologue L. Ganesan passes
away at 91

;ﬁgaﬁsﬁaﬂﬁmﬁrﬁmmmaﬁﬁmﬁ
U |

° Veteran Dravidian ideologue L. Ganesan, 91, passed away
at his residence in Thanjavur on Sunday, after suffering from age-
related health issues.
Iy %fds faaR® Td. T0RM, 91, 1 IAAR &1 delrgR (Rd 3Hb
ﬁamwwﬁgﬁwm&ﬁ%mﬁwanw

He is survived by his wife, two sons and a daughter.

Bﬂﬂsqﬁawﬁsqﬁq‘«ﬁ 3132 3R U A T

3 Ganesan was born on April 24, 1934 at Kannathankudi in
Orathanadu taluk.

TOIRH &1 ST 24 VS 1934 HI HRYATG AP & HATYTFHS! I

BT ATl

. During his law college days, he was inspired by the Tamil

linguistic movement and joined the Dravida Munnetra

Kazhagam (DMK).

3T B Biast & &1 & 3 afdrer urars srigia & ORd gU iRk

%4 g 8T (DMK) & 2nfid gul

. He took part in the agitation against Hindi imposition in

the 1960s.

@1960 & = 1 &) 4t o & favty O g sigeq & Wi
I

° Ganesan was detained under the draconian Maintenance of
Internal Security Act during the Emergency.

SMTUTADTA &b SR U BT HSR HeAd AT Fe-d faaaidt
Tae & ded fexrad o foram T ol
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¢ He was elected to the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly from Orathanadu in 1967, 1971
and 1989.
31967, 1971 3R 1989 & 3RYATg I af¥re-rg faumauT & for faffa gul

e He also served as a member of the Rajya Sabha from 1980 to 1986, and was elected to the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Council once.

I5I 1980 | 1986 TH ISTTUT & I & U H 1ff Ya1 &1, 3R T R aftramng faum=

Rk & forg o FraffRra gul
e During 1989-91, he served as the Parliamentary Secretary to Chief Minister M.
Karunanidhi.
1989-91 & TR 351 B! TH. HHUNTY & FASHY i & U H Hrd [T
Quit DMK
DMK ¥ 3eRTa

¢ He later quit the DMK and became one of the founding members of the Marumalarchi
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (MDMK) floated by Vaiko.
9% H 357 DMK B1S ¢ 3R a3l gRT Tf3d ATl &fds YA HSITH (MDMK) &
HRITYS Hewi § 2 gul

e He was elected to the Lok Sabha from Tiruchi as the MDMK candidate in the 2004 general
election.
d 2004 & 3T AT & MDMK SigaR & &0 fasfr 9 dreaur & forg Faffaa gul

o However, two years later, he was relieved from the post of MDMK presidium chairman by
party general secretary Vaiko for “anti-party activities”.
gTeiiep, &) Tl a7g I “uTet ARy TRfAREF % SRiq § uref HERIRG aTgH! gR MDMK

Wfifeaw sreaes ug @ gt foar ma

e He was expelled from MDMK in 2008 for defying the party whip during the trust motion
moved by the Manmohan Singh government at the Centre.
2008 ¥ g &1 AHIGA Rig TRPR GRT AT T fIYTH Y¥a1d & SR Ul fRU &1 Iweia
HH R 3% MDMK I Feh1Rd & fear T

e Later, he rejoined the DMK and was hailed as “Mozhipor Thalapathy”.
915 7 9 i ¥ DMK ® e gU 3R 3% “Wf3aiR yeufa” & wu o gunfd forar man

e He remained a member of the party’s executive committee.
d urdl o) STl Afifd & Jaw 34 G|

o His mortal remains will be cremated at his native place on Monday.
3T i THR FHAR &1 376 Fqe RITH W a1 Sem|

e Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on Sunday visited Thanjavur to pay his last respects to
Ganesan.
eIt TH.&. WIS = IaaR &1 dogR Siax T0RM &1 Sifaw ggistfer siftd o1

e He proceeded from the Thanjavur Air Force Station to the residence of the deceased,
where he spent a brief time with the family members.
d ASTgR TR B W= ¥ fdTd & o IR ugd, Jet 31+ uRaR & dedi & 914 $3
g fodmn|

e Inaposton X, he said that “Mozhi Por Thalapathi, brother ‘L.G.”” would be remembered
as long as Tamil consciousness endured.

X R TP ORe § I el &« ok yaufa, Wrs wa s, & aftrd Sa-1 & 3ifaa de
e [T ST |
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Jaishankar begins
6-day visit to France

and Luxembourg
Bes ]

r ‘

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Sunday be-
gan a six-day visit to France
and Luxembourg to hold
talks on bilateral and glo-
bal issues of mutual
interest.

In Paris, he will meet
the French leadership and
hold talks with Foreign Mi-
nister Jean Noel Barrot, ac-
cording to the Ministry of
External Affairs. Mr. Jaish-
ankar's visit to France
comes against the back-
drop of growing global
concerns over the U.S. cap-
turing Venezuela's Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro and
his wife in a military
operation.

Macron’s visit

The Ministry said that Mr.
Jaishankar and Mr. Barrot
will discuss the progress
made under the India-

AT 3 gl fb 4t SRR 8k 4t RIe HRA-B1d

S. Jaishankar will also address
the French Ambassadors’
Conference.

France strategic partner-
ship and matters of global
importance. The two Mi-
nisters are also expected to
prepare the ground for
French President Emma-
nuel Macron's visit to India
next month.

In Luxembourg, he will
hold discussions with Fo-
reign Minister Xavier Bet-
tel, who is also its Deputy
Prime Minister.

AfYP Hgd & TEl W T4 B
o The two Ministers are also expected to prepare the ground for French President Emmanuel
Macron's visit to India next month.

QI HAT SRTe HEA iR Ipufa SAJET A B WRA AT & (AT f SMUR dOR A Bt

3Iuiie B

Jaishankar begins 6-day visit to
France and Luxembourg

STORAR A Wi 3R dFHa 31 6-
feafta amn 3= #t

e External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on
Sunday began a six-day visit to France and
Luxembourg to hold talks on bilateral and
global issues of mutual interest.

T Armal & i TH. AR} A AR 3
Wik 3R dawyat »f Sg-feawdta amn = ot
a1t feuafia ofik Afye Smuvf faai & HEl R
qTat Bt S Hb |

e In Paris, he will meet the French
leadership and hold talks with Foreign Minister
Jean Noel Barrot, according to the Ministry of
External Al airs.

U o, 9 Wi Aqe ¥ JareTd 3 SR
fadr w=ft il iwe SRie & 1Y arddid B,
T fardr waTerd = S

e Mr. Jaishankar's visit to France comes
against the backdrop of growing global concerns
over the U.S. capturing Venezuela's President
Nicolas Maduro and his wife in a military
operation.

Wi B o ST B A1 I gEUA A @ R
9 A= AT o ST gIRT dAquen &
Ayl e ATgRY SR IT@ Uel Bt

AR & doR Aty Riant 3¢ % 8|

Macron’s visit

Aw! P A=

e The Ministry said that Mr. Jaishankar and
Mr. Barrot will discuss the progress made under
the India-France strategic partnership and
matters of global importance.

ATFIERI & d8d g3 WIfd 8k

¢ In Luxembourg, he will hold discussions with Foreign Minister Xavier Bettel, who is also its
Deputy Prime Minister.

AaeHe B, 98 fagwr 9= Sfaar aew, St 957 & 9u wur=wR o € & 9y = B3
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GS Paper 1: Geography
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| 05 January 2026

1. M'inister calls for desilting of Salal reservoir, tours projects in !(ishtwar
T A I SR a1 e FAeRi 1 g foar, fexaars A
uf¥gierreit &1 QT foan

2. | What is a wolf supermoon

9P YR F1 8

Minister calls for desilting of Salal
reservoir, tours projects in Kishtwar

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Union Minister of Power
and Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Manohar Lal on Sun-
day directed sediment re-
moval at the Salal Power
Project in Jammu and
Kashmir to ensure maxi-
mum utilisation of water
resources, in the wake of
the Indus Waters Treaty
being kept in abeyance bet-
ween India and Pakistan.

He also toured power
projects in Kishtwar amid
an ongoing controversy.

While visiting the Salal
Power Project, operated by
the National Hydroelectric
Power Corporation, Mr.
Lal called for “expediting
the sediment removal op-
erations of the Salal
reservoir”.

The reservoir is located
on the Chenab river in Rea-
si district. The direction
follows the suspension of
the Indus Waters Treaty
last year. Officials said the

Status update: Union Minister Manohar Lal during his visit to
Jammu and Kashmir on Sunday. X/@MLKHATTAR

removal of accumulated
silt was aimed at “maximis-
ing optimal utilisation of
water resources”.

Mr. Lal said Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi had
delivered a clear message
to Pakistan by keeping the
Indus Waters Treaty in
abeyance last year.

“Water of Chenab and
Indus will be used for be-
nefit of our own people,”
he said.

He also said no person

with an unlawful back-
ground would be engaged
in the ongoing hydel power
projects in Kishtwar. “Em-
ployment will be provided
only to verified and law-
abiding workers. Good pe-
ople should get work.
Those with unlawful back-
grounds will not be en-
gaged. No adverse inputs
have been received so far,”
he added.

Amid the controversy,
Mr. Lal also visited the Rat-

le Hydroelectric Project,
where he was briefed on
the status of various works.
The project, approved in
2021 at a total cost of
35,281.94 crore, is sche-
duled to be commissioned
in May this year.

An official spokesperson
said the Union Minister
laid the foundation stone
for dam concreting works
and encouraged “the pro-
ject team to complete the
works in an effective and
time-bound manner”.

In December, Megha En-
gineering and Infrastruc-
tures Ltd, which is con-
structing the project, had
threatened to pull out, cit-
ing “threats and interfe-
rence” from locals and pol-
iticians. “There is a lot of
pressure on our workers.

The way locals and pol-
iticians act is undemocrat-
ic and should not happen,”
Harpal Singh, chief operat-
ing officer of the dam from
the Hyderabad-based com-
pany, had said.

Minister calls for desilting of Salal reservoir, tours projects in Kishtwar

ggﬂmwﬁmWWmm,mﬁmﬁm

e Union Minister of Power and Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal on Sunday directed
sediment removal at the Salal Power Project in Jammu and Kashmir to ensure maximum
utilisation of water resources, in the wake of the Indus Waters Treaty being kept in abeyance
between India and Pakistan.
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He also toured power projects in Kishtwar amid an ongoing controversy.

I SR} faare & o forwaars & faoret ufkarsrrstt o o gRi fear)

While visiting the Salal Power Project, operated by the National Hydroelectric Power
Corporation, Mr. Lal called for “expediting the sediment removal operations of the Salal
reservoir’.

AN BTG IgATIID UTaR DIRUNKA gRT YT AT UTaR WISIae b1 R $HRd gu &t
S “TTATd SR | 776 ge™ 1 ufehar # ol aF &1 g fhan

The reservoir is located on the Chenab river in Reasi district.

g SaRy et ford & femre 9d R R@

The direction follows the suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty last year.

78 fdw frse of Riy star wf¥r & fdeq & a1e fear man g1

Officials said the removal of accumulated silt was aimed at “maximising optimal utilisation
of water resources”.

SIS A Fg1 6 AT G e B M B I “ofd I & Farad TN B
RFHaT HIAT B

Mr. Lal said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had delivered a clear message to Pakistan by
keeping the Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance last year.

ot A1 = el b wuEEE W 9l A s ad Riy 9a I3fY &) wiffa Taax wifewas 1
Wy Fax fear g
“Water of Chenab and Indus will be used for the benefit of our own people,” he said.

“foreTe 3R Riy &1 ur 39X 3= @l & fa A swaua fpan simewm,” 3= &al

He also said no person with an unlawful background would be engaged in the ongoing
hydel power projects in Kishtwar.

3% g8 i FeT i frxaars o 9a € safagga uRarers o sy gyyfiy ard foseh oft
Hfad 1 e T fobam S|

“‘Employment will be provided only to verified and law-abiding workers. Good people
should get work. Those with unlawful backgrounds will not be engaged. No adverse
inputs have been received so far,” he added.

IR Bl TeATRIT 3R BT BT UTe B a1 4ftrept Y & fyar seam | ersd wiit
Pt w1 e TriRe| sy ygyfH are @ i A8 far s o 9% B3 TeRIES
3ge & firan @, 3 SeT

Amid the controversy, Mr. Lal also visited the Ratle Hydroelectric Project, where he was
briefed on the status of various works.

faare & o ot o1 3 Taa Safagga ufarerr &1 ot SR fasar, wet 3% fafte s ) Rufa
B TGN 2 T

The project, approved in 2021 at a total cost of ¥5,281.94 crore, is scheduled to be
commissioned in May this year.

g TR 2021 T 25,281.94 FRIS St $ol AN J Wipd &1 T3 M iR A gHad ag &
1] faman S e 81
An official spokesperson said the Union Minister laid the foundation stone for dam

concreting works and encouraged “the project team to complete the works in an
effective and time-bound manner”.

TS SMRABING Yaad] - el b Barg B 7 30 Sl Hraf & sruRfRrar &t sk
“gRAST €0 B YUt 3R Tgas aid | S R B & o drefed fasa

In December, Megha Engineering and Infrastructures Ltd, which is constructing the
project, had threatened to pull out, citing “threats and interference” from locals and
politicians.

foxiaR o, ufkaior &1 fmior 1 38 A geifeaieaT Us ghreeR fafies 3 =i
3R Ioraratt ¥ “ermafdral iR gEIET H1 garen 3d U URASHT § g2 Bt ufdht ¢ ot

“There is a lot of pressure on our workers. The way locals and politicians act is
undemocratic and should not happen,” Harpal Singh, chief operating officer of the dam
from the Hyderabad-based company, had said.
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When wolves howl at the
first full moon of the year

Vasudevan Mukunth

Q: What is a wolf
supermoon?
A: A “wolf supermoon”
is a nickname that
combines two distinct
ideas: a wolf moon and
a supermoon.
The January 2026 wolf supermoon
occurred late last week, reaching the
peak of its brightness on January 2
evening (IST).

‘Wolf moon’ is a traditional name for
the first full moon that happens in
January. In fact many full moons have
old seasonal names, often popularised
in almanacs and folklore, that helped
people keep track of the time of the
year before the advent of modern
calendars.

The wolf moon is linked to
wintertime stories about wolves being
heard more often, but the moon itself
is not doing anything special.

Second, a “supermoon” is an
astronomical description. The moon
goes around the earth in an
oval-shaped path rather than in a
perfect circle. That means sometimes
the moon is a little closer to the earth,
a point in its orbit called the perigee,
and sometimes it’s a little farther away
(the farthest point is called the
apogee). If a full moon happens when
the moon is near the perigee, people
call it a ‘supermoon’.

An image comparison of the size of a
supermoon (left) and the micromoon, which is
the moon at its apogee (right), as seen from the
earth. NASA

During the wolf supermoon, the
moon can look slightly larger and
brighter than an average full moon.
The difference is modest but real, and
is more noticeable in side-by-side
photos than by casual watching. A
common illusion at this time is the
moon illusion, where the moon seems
bigger near the horizon because of
how the human brain judges distance
and scale.

2N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

JHY &1 8919 Wa | A &I

e The wolf moon is linked to wintertime stories about wolves being heard more often but the
moon itself is not doing anything special

b YA &1 Yoy Fiday &

e Second a “supermoon” is an astronomical description
e The moon goes around the earth in an oval-shaped path rather than in a perfect circle
YA Gt & IR SR SFSTHR Hal H gran g 7 & yof ga o

¢ That means sometimes the moon is a little closer to the earth a point in its orbit called the

perigee

What is a wolf supermoon

9o GURT 1

¢ A “wolf supermoon”. is a nickname
that combines two distinct ideas a wolf
moon and a supermoon

“geth JUTLT” Ueb SUH g Sl &l
3 SHIYRUMSHT Feb A SR JUIYA
DI ST §

e The January 2026 wolf
supermoon occurred late last week
reaching the peak of its brightness
on January 2 evening (IST)

T 2026 BT P JURYH U
TIE & 3fd o ufed gaim ok 2 Fas
1 M (IST) B 30! fUBaH THS
W Ugl
o Wolf moon is a traditional name for
the first full moon that happens in
January

I T Fa<t 1 814 ardl ugd qut
TG BT URURS 19 §
¢ In fact many full moons have old
seasonal names often popularised in
almanacs and folklore that helped
people keep track of the time of the
year before the advent of modern

calendars

IRad d o8 gul dersi & qR HREdt
I BId € forg e ofiR Ao urail
H A far ma ik el anyfie

Hods & oM F T AT DI I B

eI 2 2 Rl Al 1 armaTet e AT 33 Y w1 B

a1 3 § T Faft-aadt e gt & st urd g1 8 S Suat e o ARht wer ot 8
e And sometimes it’s a little farther away the farthest point is called the apogee
3R Fft-aft a8 UieT gR BiaT § oI Wad gR 1 fog wuieh FHgard @

o |If a full moon happens when the moon is near the perigee people call it a ‘supermoon’

e qof 5T 39 IH BT § 59 I5AT Ufel & U BT g

I U’ HgT ol §
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During the wolf supermoon the moon can look slightly larger and brighter than an
average full moon

Wgw%éwﬁmmwﬂwﬁwﬁaﬁymeﬁwﬂmm%
Febdl

The difference is modest but real and is more noticeable in side-by-side photos than by
casual watching

Ig ST BeT AfP aRafd® Sidl ¢ 3R WIURY 3@ B! ol § WIY-1Y B} G Ry §
3ifee Wy e 3 g

A common illusion at this time is the moon illusion, where the moon seems bigger near the
horizon because of how the human brain judges distance and scale

Y Y U YA YH G Segei oidl & o g1 féifast & ur ae1 i a1 § e
AT AR gt 3R ATHR BT 3BT o YHR FRal §

High above a storm, a crimson figure
blinks in and out of existence. If you see
it, you're the lucky witness to a sprite,
one of the least-understood electrical
phenomena in the upper atmosphere.
Sprites occur at some 80 km altitude,
appearing moments after a lightning
strike and taking a range of shapes.
Questions about how they form remain
unanswered.

High above a storm, a crimson figure blinks in and out of existence. f you see it you're the lucky witness to a spite, one of the least-understood electrical phenomena i the
upper atmosphere. Sprites occur at some 80 km altitude, appearing moments after a lightning strike and taking a range of shapes. Questions about how they form remain
unanswered. NICOLAS ESCURAT/NASA
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The struggle to count women’s labour

Afgansii & 44 o1 i o1 dad
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The struggle to count women's labour
GS I: Society ] VIQB

n the poem, The Woman’s

Labour (1739), Mary Collier

writes: “When Harvest

comes, into the Field we go,
And help to reap the Wheat as
well as you. Or else we go to the
Ears of Corn to glean; No Labour
scorning, be it e’er so mean; But in
the Work we freely bear a Part,
And what we can, perform with all
our Heart.” It is a powerful way of
pointing to how women’s labour
often goes unseen. A 2023 United
Nations report showed that
globally, women spend 2.8 more
hours than men on unpaid care
and domestic work. The struggle
to count women'’s labour
continues.

While domestic labour has
increasingly entered the public
discourse, the emotional and
mental labour in sustaining
relationships, managing
household dynamics, and
supporting the well-being of
others continues to go largely
unacknowledged. This uncounted
labour which plays a critical role
in the smooth functioning of
families and societies, is rarely
measured or rewarded.

Shirin Rai, a professor,argues
that “...many who cope with this
work in contexts of poverty and of
violence, are constantly told that
their everyday labour — both paid
and unpaid to maintain the
rhythms of life-ecology do not
count in/as production. ... as a
global society, we fail to recognise
this labour in our everyday lives,
and we continue to deny its
appropriate inclusion in
discourses about work, in our
national budgets, and in policy
frameworks”.

This raises a critical question:
what structural and ideological
forces render this labour unseen
and undervalued? Feminist
scholars such as Isabella Bakker,
Nancy Fraser and Shirin Rai have
argued that economic and policy
priorities have long marginalised
care work by framing it as
secondary to “productive” labour
traditionally performed by men.

The privileging of male
breadwinner employment, the

Rajesh Ranjan
is a Chevening
Scholar

Vrishti Shami

is a lawyer-researcher
who writes on policy
and law

Recognising
women’s labour
requires a major
policy shift

The struggle to count women’s labour

& 4H P f= &1 o

relentless focus on GDP growth,
and the emphasis on physical
infrastructure investment over
social infrastructure have all
contributed to the systemic
devaluation of care-related work.
These priorities often result in the
diversion of public resources away
from services that support
caregiving, such as childcare,
elder care, and mental health
services domains that are
disproportionately occupied by
women.

Antonella Picchio, a professor
at Cambridge, argued that “the
biological aspects of human
reproduction were used to hide
the historical and social aspects of
the gender division of labour. The
separation between the process of
production and that of social
reproduction of labour between
men and women took new forms
and shaped new power
relationships within the traditional
context of women’s
subordination”. Thus, in our view,
the act of non-inclusion of
women’s direct and indirect
labour is a continuation of the
subjugating practice of
considering women’s labour as
non-productive. A closer look at
global legislation and statutes
reveals that the efforts to
recognise women’s labour
institutionally are very scattered.

Few countries have introduced
laws, constitutional provisions or
policies recognising unpaid care
work/domestic/emotional labour.
Article 338 of the Bolivian
Constitution recognises that work
at home is an economic activity
that creates added value and
produces social welfare and
wealth. Housewives are entitled to
social security in accordance with
the law. Trinidad and Tobago has
the Counting Unremunerated
Work Act, 1996 requires the
statistical authorities to measure
unremunerated work (housework,
caring for
children/elderly/disabled), break it
down by gender, and assign a
monetary value. Similarly,
Argentina enacted a law
recognising employment contracts

for domestic workers where
women can get pension credits
(equivalent to social security
contributions) for unpaid care
work they have done raising
children. But no law and policy
recognises the mental and
emotional labour put in by women
to run the economy and the
family.

In India, there is still no legal
framework that recognises or
compensates this form of unpaid
work, despite it being the
backbone of families and, by
extension, the economy. However,
courts have begun to challenge
this silence. In Kannaian Naidu
and Others vs Kamsala Ammal and
Others (2023), the Madras High
Court ruled that a wife who
performed household duties and
cared for the family contributed,
albeit indirectly, to the acquisition
of family assets. Therefore, she
was entitled to an equal share in
the property. These efforts to
recognise women’s labour must be
accompanied by a structural
reconfiguration of gendered social
relations, wherein men actively
participate in and co-shoulder
care responsibilities. Without such
a transformation, the burden of
unpaid care work will remain
disproportionately feminised. It
will either continue to constrain
the full participation of women in
the formal economy or force
women from marginalised
socio-economic locations to
sustain the reproductive labour of
households where other women
from dominant groups engage in
formal employment.

Any revaluation of labour must
also encompass the often invisible
factor of emotional labour, which
plays a critical role in sustaining
households, communities and
broader economic systems, yet
remains systematically
unacknowledged in policy and
practice.

The writers acknowledge the help
of Prafessors Rachel Rose, Eve
Dickson, Shirin Rai, and Chris
Newfield, and also Prof. Vanza
Hamzic and Rashmi Satyal for
inputs

In the poem The Woman’s Labour (1739), Mary Collier writes “When Harvest comes, into
the Field we go, And help to reap the Wheat as well as you Or else we go to the Ears of Corn
to glean No Labour scorning, be it e’er so mean But in the Work we freely bear a Part, And

what we can, perform with all our Heart”

%fddl The Woman’s Labour (1739) T B} PiferaR foradht § “When Harvest comes, into the

Field we go, And help to reap the Wheat as well as you Or else we go to the Ears of Corn to
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glean No Labour scorning, be it e’'er so mean But in the Work we freely bear a Part, And what
we can, perform with all our Heart”

It is a powerful way of pointing to how women’s labour often goes unseen

Ig 39 91d B! fe@™ 1 Rfaa=imedt a¥ieT § o Afeamsii ST 47 SRR e 3T A1l &

A 2023 United Nations report showed that globally, women spend 2.8 more hours than
men on unpaid care and domestic work ]

2023 F T Y RUE 7 fewm o fay wR wR Afeamt fomn yorar @y ok avg ol
B qou ot ga § 2.8 He 3if¥re guy fadrd §

The struggle to count women’s labour continues

wfgansi & 97 &t = o1 ¥od 9 §

While domestic labour has increasingly entered the public discourse, the emotional and
mental labour in sustaining relationships, managing household dynamics, and supporting
the well being of others continues to go largely unacknowledged

ST U W ot & Ardeit-e fau=t & 3mar g 98t uraATH® 3R ARie o1 St A B
T 3G, T Tfa=ftedr &1 YU 3R 3 @ & Hearur &1 IHYT HRA § a1 § 98 39
1t HT! 8¢ dF SRAtPpd ©

This uncounted labour, which plays a critical role in the smooth functioning of families
and societies, is rarely measured or rewarded
Tg ST o, S URaRT iR 1ol & e ara & Wgeaqul YAt i g, =mag &
Y wrar a1 R forar ST ®
Shirin Rai, a professor, argues that many who cope with this work in contexts of poverty and
violence are constantly told that their everyday labour both paid and unpaid to maintain the
rhythms of life ecology do not count in or as production
R I, T MR, 76 <ol & [ TR 3R i & Han # g8 Sl Yurer ardl 1 aaR
AT S § o ST & o, e Yerar foram wan 8) ar =g, < siteq &t wiivfRufasst ot
T IAIE 3@ 8, 34 SedTg & 18T T Sra
As a global society, we fail to recognise this labour in our everyday lives, and we
continue to deny its appropriate inclusion in discourses about work, in national budgets,
and in policy frameworks

% AfY U & U B g1 3t e Sftaw A 59 90 &Y ugarA & SRthd 384 § 8RR
mweﬂﬁmﬂf AP geie, U1 Hifa gral § 54 Sfda THERA 9 $76R BRd 38d 8

This raises a critical question what structural and ideological forces render this labour
unseen and undervalued

I8 U Hedqul UY I3TdT ¢ fob &1 Tt WeeHTeds iR dutie ifRaal 39 91 &) 3fexy 3R
Sraqfed sl §

Feminist scholars such as Isabella Bakker, Nancy Fraser and Shirin Rai have argued that
economic and policy priorities have long marginalised care work by framing it as
secondary to productive labour traditionally performed by men

TtaTd fagrT S gaEer g, A=t ther 3R R I 7 9 foar & & enfife ok
Hfaera wrafrearsit 2 9 I0g 3 Tt ST 3 FIRT R 41§ FifH 38 Ul gRT
URURS ¥ ¥ fhU I a1d ITed 49 & gohlad fgdiasd a1 1

The privileging of male breadwinner employment, the relentless focus on GDP growth, and
the emphasis on physical infrastructure investment over social infrastructure have all
contributed to the systemic devaluation of care related work

oY BTG Y& & AR HI Wil 31, GDP gf IR FRaR &, SR ararfres
AT B! TOTT AP =T % R §R 3 T@UTE | 98 1 & Yomeia
faea B anreH fear 8

These priorities often result in the diversion of public resources away from services that
support caregiving, such as childcare, elder care, and mental health services, domains
that are disproportionately occupied by women

3 YTy SR Frdeifae THIYHT & qaHTd ud= Qarsit o 91d S@HTd, g5
T@UTE, 3R AFRTE W@y A1 ¥ R A S €, W &7 K wigensit #t unferd
SUTaE U A 3f¥re 3

Antonella Picchio, a professor at Cambridge, argued that the biological aspects of
human reproduction were used to hide the historical and social aspects of the gender
division of labour
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FI B TR e fufdrat 3 96 o i ura yoe & e uggaeit &1 SuanT gq
¥F dfre faue & aeTRie iR amaTire uggeh & iU & fow forar ma

The separation between the process of production and that of social reproduction of
labour between men and women took new forms and shaped new power relationships
within the traditional context of women’s subordination

oyl SR Tfgansfi & g SaTe SR 9H & ARG TTedTe- & Uithdl & fqueH 3 g
Y forg 3fR wfgensit @t srdiar & uRuie e & Tu wifdw wael &1 srer faan

Thus the act of non inclusion of women’s direct and indirect labour is a continuation of the
subjugating practice of considering women'’s labour as non productive

Y UHR Higarslt & Ueaed 3R el 47 B! MW 7 BT AA1sh & o9 &I rJdred
A &) SHASRI UYT $1 fFARRar 8

A closer look at global legislation and statutes reveals that the efforts to recognise
women'’s labour institutionally are very scattered

AP BT 3R I R S0t ToR STem 2 Ul Tad § b wfgensit & 47 @) TRnTd
Y A AT ¢ & T B! faay U g

Recognition of unpaid care labour

TTHTA 4 B A=

Few countries have introduced laws constitutional provisions or policies recognising
unpaid care work domestic emotional labour

TS 81 OxM1 A AP GEHTA BT T HITATHS 4H D! HIAl & a1 B AUt
TG a1 et ar &t §

Article 338 of the Bolivian Constitution recognises that work at home is an economic
activity that creates added value and produces social welfare and wealth

TR BT 3rgede 338 I8 IRl &l ¢ & TR R farar man &1 uw enfife
nfafaftr 8 S srfafved gea giora Frar 8 iR Grarire wearr g "ufRy Sad aar g
Housewives are entitled to social security in accordance with the law

TR ST & SIUR ATHIG Y& $H §haRr &
Trinidad and Tobago has the Counting Unremunerated Work Act 1996 requires the

statistical authorities to measure unremunerated work housework caring for children
elderly disabled break it down by gender and assign a monetary value

fAiferg ik Sam & FEfET sARTARES ad uae 1996 § STt Wifra g wiftre=un &t
AP BTd S T B AR T oI [APATN Pt S@HTA D! ATYA AP MUR R
favRra & 3R Aifge qeu Fufia H37 @1 saxaesar adr g

Similarly Argentina enacted a law recognising employment contracts for domestic
workers where women can get pension credits equivalent to social security contributions
for unpaid care work they have done raising children

S UBR ST 3 b ST ST ORI TR STHTRT & IASNIR e el b1 H=ell &t Sfgl
Wﬁ%wmﬁmwmwwmémwmmﬁw
WRET RIS & THGE I HR Gahell &

But no law and policy recognises the mental and emotional labour put in by women to run
the economy and the family

A B ST a1 A wfgarst grr srferawir 3R uRaR 9@ # @ 7w afye Siv
YIS Y| &1 [T 81 ol

In India there is still no legal framework that recognises or compensates this form of
unpaid work despite it being the backbone of families and by extension the economy
YRA T 3§ 1l HIS BT o191 781 § o 39 Sfadi-d BT B! A1 ¢ T AT Y B
Safe ug uRaRl 31 g ok fawar o srfoqawyr &1 3nyR §

However courts have begun to challenge this silence

gTdier ~araTerd) 3 39 guit @) gl o1 I [har g

In Kannaian Naidu and Others vs Kamsala Ammal and Others (2023) the Madras High
Court ruled that a wife who performed household duties and cared for the family
contributed albeit indirectly to the acquisition of family assets

Kannaian Naidu and Others vs Kamsala Ammal and Others (2023) ¥ A& S <I1Tad
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3 fofa fean & ey wdar Fy™ 3R uRaR @t T@UTa B3 ard uelt = gaf s U
& TEt wmiaTie Tufyr & sref & e faar

e Therefore she was entitled to an equal share in the property
39l 98 Huft & WA 3 31 gPhar A

e These efforts to recognise women’s labour must be accompanied by a structural
reconfiguration of gendered social relations wherein men actively participate in and co
shoulder care responsibilities
Tfgemel & YW B HIIET & 7 T & 1Y ARe qrATioTe JaHt T WA ® Jiie
S ¢ o Yoy Aftha =0 F YN & ok S@uter Rrderial &1 argn &%

e Without such a transformation the burden of unpaid care work will remain
disproportionately feminised
TS uf¥ads & fom srdafe S@HTa S &1 Sigr SR U & Afgensii iR 8 971 e

e |t will either continue to constrain the full participation of women in the formal economy
or force women from marginalised socio economic locations to sustain the reproductive
labour of households where other women from dominant groups engage in formal
employment
Tg a1 ot uETRe Srfarawr # wigarsit &t guf uriier &1 difta wrar @ ar gk &
TR 3 il i Afgernsd ®f 37 =i BT YTedIGH 4¥ GHIA o 17T HOR BT ST61
THTaRITeR THE) & Aty s Aok & ot 8l €

¢ Any revaluation of labour must also encompass the often invisible factor of emotional
labour which plays a critical role in sustaining households communities and broader
economic systems yet remains systematically unacknowledged in policy and practice

o9 & fudt i T H HIGATHD YH & I SRR e ded I W A w1 1T
S giaRt et Wmmﬁwmﬁwmﬁmﬁwé
Afp fd R sgagR A 3@ +f yomefia =0 A 3@ fhar oirar @

GS Paper I1: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED 05 January 2026

1.

Rape convict Dera chief again granted 40-day parole

TATPR & SIYT S YA P fh 40 feq ot WRa

Rape convict Dera chief again granted 40-day parole

TATPR & i S W@ o1 = 40 37 F WRia

o Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, who is serving a 20-year jail term for
raping two of his disciples, was again granted a 40-day parole, said sources on Sunday.

T T Wiel U R I T8 g, o 3o € et | SelehR & Ad H 20 I B
oIl BT 38T 8, B! bR T 40 o Y e ) 71 8, T 7 AJaR &1 Fenl

e His latest parole comes months after he was granted a 40-day parole in August last year.
He was also granted a 21-day furlough in April and a 30-day parole in January, ahead of
the Delhi Assembly polls.

I T8 et et froa adf enrea & < 7S 40 37 & W & oo 7! o1e 1S 31 3
:ﬁrﬁaﬁm o Y war Sk F9a & 30 fa7 ot Wia, ekt faem=aur g9 9 uga, 2
|

e Singh was sentenced in 2017 for raping two of his disciples. The Dera chief and three
others were also convicted in 2019 for the murder of a journalist more than 16 years ago.

Rig & ol 3 Rl T TATHR & g 2017 & T TS 718 A | S0 T SR i o &
2019 H 16 T A 3P UEA T TABR B gl & A H +ff St sg=rar mam |
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e Prior to his latest parole, Singh has come out of prison 14 times since being convicted.

3Ot AT IR T U8, o7 UId ofF & §16 4 Rig 14 IR o/ I 916R 31 H1 5 |

Furlough (Wﬁ)

¢ Furlough is a short-term, conditional release granted to prisoners as a reward for good behavior
and to help them maintain familial and social ties.

e Furlough is considered a matter of right for eligible prisoners, subject to certain conditions.

Purpose of Furlough

« The main aim is to enable prisoners to remain connected with society
and their families, aiding in their reintegration after release.

Eligibility for Furlough

« Generally granted to prisoners who have served a minimum portion of
their sentence and maintained good conduct during incarceration.

. Eligibility criteria can vary across different states and union
territories.

Duration of Furlough

« The period is usually fixed and ranges from a few days to a few
weeks, depending on state prison rules.

Legal Framework for Furlough

« Under the Delhi Prison Act, 2000, furlough is granted to convicted
prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for five years or
more and who have served at least three years.

Parole (ﬁﬁ?l)

. Parole is a temporary release granted for a specific purpose, like a
family emergency or personal issue.

« Itis not a right, but a privilege given at the discretion of authorities.

Purpose of Parole
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Meant to address urgent personal or family matters, allowing the
prisoner to fulfill obligations or handle emergencies.

Eligibility for Parole

Considered on a case-by-case basis, requiring prisoners to have served
a minimum portion of sentence.

Factors include nature of the offense, conduct in prison, and reason
cited for parole.

Duration of Parole

Generally shorter than furlough, ranging from a few days to a month,
based on urgency.

Legal Framework for Parole

The Model Prisons and Correctional Services Act, 2023 provides
guidelines for parole, stressing its role in reformation and
rehabilitation.

Key Differences Between Furlough and Parole

Purpose: Furlough is for social reintegration and reward, while parole
is for emergencies.

Right vs. Privilege: Furlough is a right (if eligible), parole is a
privilege.

Duration and Frequency: Furlough is granted for a fixed period and
periodically, whereas parole is occasion-specific and shorter.

Conditions and Violations: Both involve conditions. Violating parole
may lead to immediate revocation and legal action. Furlough
violations impact future eligibility.

The Model Prisons and Correctional Services Act, 2023 seeks
uniformity in implementation of furlough and parole provisions,
focusing on reform and rehabilitation.
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GS Paper II: International Relations

TOPICS COVERED
0S5 January 2026

2. | India’s Russian oil imports at six-month high in Nov.
TdeR B HRd $T FH ddl T B8 HoH & S Wk I

3. | Venezuela crisis unlikely to hit India’s energy security

EAT Fhe A YR I Sl JRET U 3R B FHIGT Tl

4. | Amid divided views, Modi government plays it safe on Maduro

fayrfora wal & J, A TWHR A A1 W Jdd $& U™l

5. | Hubris and caution — China’s posture as 2026 begins

SEPR 3R ATGUFT — 2026 P Iw3ATd W 19 3 R

6. | The uncertainty after Maduro

AIGRI & q1g B e

7. | Political instability, constitutional change, and the military’s hold over
Pakistan

Ieifae IfRRET, autfae uRad= iR urfhwr- iR A1 &1 s

8. | China’s four global initiatives foreground a people-centred approach for
peace

Tifa ¥ R o=1-32d e¥eor o ygaar 3f 99 $ 9r Ay vgd
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India’s Russian oil imports
at six-month high in Nov.

T.C.A. Sharad avan
NEW DELHI

India’s Russian oil imports
rose to a six-month high in
terms of volume and value
in November 2025, with its
share in India’s overall oil
imports rising to 35%, lat-
est data showed.

This comes at a time
when there has been little
progress in finalising a
trade deal with the U.S. Ho-
wever, India had also in-
creased its purchases of
American oil, which
jumped to a seven-month
high in November, ac-
counting for nearly 13% of
India’s oil imports that
month. Together, Russia
and the U.S. accounted for
nearly half of India’s oil im-
ports in November 2025.

The data from the Minis-
try of Commerce and In-
dustry showed that India
imported 7.7 million
tonnes of oil from Russia in
November, accounting for

On therise

In million tonnes
= Note: The

India’s imports of Russian oil are going up, goverrment

coming in at a 6-month high in Now. 2025
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Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

35.1% of the country’s total
oil imports that month.
This was also nearly 7%
higher than the volume im-
ported in November 2024
and the highest since May
2025.

In value terms, India im-
ported $3.7 billion worth of
Russian oil in November
2025, constituting 34% of
its oil import bill.

The U.S., in August
2025, hiked tariffs on In-
dia’s imports from 25% to
50% as a “penalty” for its

imports of Russian oil.

This is despite the fact
that, in seven of the eight
months leading up to Au-
gust, India had cut its Rus-
sian oil imports on a year-
on-year basis.

According to sources in
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, there is
growing frustration in the
government over the fact
that, despite India’s wil-
lingness to cut Russian oil
imports, there has been lit-
tle progress on tariffs .

India’s Russian oil imports at six-month high in Nov.
TdeR | YRA BT T ddl ITATd B8 HelH & S Wk W

¢ India’s Russian oil imports rose to a six-month high in terms of volume and value in
November 2025, with its share in India’s overall oil imports rising to 35%, latest data

showed.
AdaH SHide! & TR TdaR 2025 T UHT 3R Ted & 8T YR &1 w9t ad TaTd 398

HEM & I TR W UgE 741, 3R HRA & $d A aTd J 39! FReR 35% 81 TS|

e This comes at a time when there has been little progress in finalising a trade deal with the

u.s.
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|

¢ However, India had also increased its purchases of American oil, which jumped to a seven-
month high in November, accounting for nearly 13% of India’s oil imports that month.
BT, WRA 3 SRS A A Tiie 1 5, S FaaR ¥ 919 WeH & 3= WX R Ugd T8
3R I TR URA & I AT BT ATHT 13% g1 |

e Together, Russia and the U.S. accounted for nearly half of India’s oil imports in November
2025.
qaaR 2025 ¥ & 3R MRPT MAHR YR & T 9 STATd BT THT SATeT B 3|

e The data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry showed that India imported 7.7
million tonnes of oil from Russia in November, accounting for 35.1% of the country’s total
oil imports that month.
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e This was also nearly 7% higher than the volume imported in November 2024 and the highest
since May 2025.

g TdaR 2024 T SMfad AET Y TIHT 7% P AT 3R A 2025 & TIc I 31fYH T

e Invalue terms, India imported $3.7 billion worth of Russian oil in November 2025,
constituting 34% of its oil import bill.
T & forgTer &, YRA A Adax 2025 T 3.7 3RT SIAR &1 &l dd SHATd {61, S 39b dd
ST e BT 34% T

e The U.S., in August 2025, hiked tariffs on India’s imports from 25% to 50% as a “penalty”
for its imports of Russian oil.
SRA 2025 T SANST 7 T 96 31T & “€8” & U | URd & AT IR [P DI 25% A
TGP 50% R fa|

e This is despite the fact that, in seven of the eight months leading up to August, India had
cut its Russian oil imports on a year-on-year basis.
g U 9 & SIA9[G ¢ 1 SRA ¥ Ugd & 376 | I F1d HeiHl § YR A qu-gr-a¥ YR IR
w4t a9 mara 8§ et o |

e According to sources in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, there is growing
frustration in the government over the fact that, despite India’s willingness to cut Russian
oil imports, there has been little progress on tariffs.

IO SR TN AT & G & IR, TRHR A 3 d1d B! AP dga! FRm=Im g i URd
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Venezuela crisis unlikely to
hit India’s energy security

Venezuelan crude accounted for about 0.3% of India’s total oil import in the current financial year
up to November; since 2019, India has been cutting its imports from Venezuela after US. sanctions

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
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Source; Ministry of Commerce and Industry

ed $255.3 million worth of
oil from Venezuela in the

current financial year up to
November 2025, about
0.3% of its total oil import
during this period.

In 2013, India had im-
ported as much as $13 bil-
lion worth of Venezuelan
oil. Since 2019, India has
been cutting its oil imports
and commercial engage-
ments with Venezuela in
response to U.S. sanctions
and threats of secondary
sanctions.

“Given the low trade
volumes, existing sanc-
tions constraints, and the
large geographical dis-
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tance, the current develop-
ments in Venezuela are not
expected to have any mea-
ningful impact on India’s
economy or energy securi-
ty,” Ajay Srivastava, foun-
der of the Global Trade Re-
search  Initiative and
former Director-General of
Foreign Trade for the In-
dian government, said.

OPEC member

Venezuela is a member of
the Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC), a group of
countries that largely dom-

inates the global oil mar-
ket. However, Venezuela
currently produces a rela-
tively small amount of
crude oil compared with
the other oil-producing na-
tions.

According to OPEC data,
Venezuela accounts for
about 3.5% of the OPEC’s
total oil exports, and about
1% of global oil supplies.

Heavy oil

This relatively low supply
is due to the U.S. sanctions
on Venezuela and the hea-
vy nature of Venezuelan
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oil, which requires special
refineries that most coun-
tries do not have. Most of
Venezuela’s oil supply goes
to China.

Following the U.S. ac-
tions in Venezuela over the
weekend, Mr. Trump an-
nounced that the US.
would take over Venezue-
la’s oil supply. “We are go-
ing to rebuild the oil infras-
tructure, which will cost
billions of dollars, it will be
paid for by the oil compa-
nies directly,” Mr. Trump
said in his address follow-
ing the attack.
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Venezuela crisis unlikely to hit India’s energy security

AT TP A R P Sl JR&T TR TR HI FHIGAT a1

Venezuelan crude accounted for about 0.3% of India’s total oil import in the current
financial year up to November; since 2019, India has been cutting its imports from
Venezuela after U.S. sanctions.

Numbers from the Commerce and Industry Ministry show that India imported $255.3
million worth of oil from Venezuela in the current financial year up to November 2025, about
0.3% of its total oil import during this period.

IOy 3R ST HATET & SHichel ¥ Udl Iardl ¢ fob arel faid ay # qdaR 2025 I HRd
39U ¥ 255.3 Fafera STaR gou &1 dd irard a1, S 39 3afy ¥ o dd SH™Td BT AT
0.3% |

In 2013, India had imported as much as $13 billion worth of Venezuelan oil.

“Given the low trade volumes, existing sanctions constraints, and the large geographical
distance, the current developments in Venezuela are not expected to have any meaningful
impact on India’s economy or energy security.

Venezuela is a member of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC), a group of countries that largely dominates the global oil market.

According to OPEC data, \Venezuela accounts for about 3.5% of the OPEC’s total oil
exports, and about 1% of global oil supplies.

MNP F 3PS B IR, IS 3P P A ad (HaTd BT THT 3.5% AR Afe® dd
3MYfeS BT THTHT 1% R B

This relatively low supply is due to the U.S. sanctions on Venezuela and the heavy nature
of Venezuelan oil, which requires special refineries that most countries do not have.

Tg 3UeTHd HH ST doar R skt ufadell SR anuen & ad $t U upfa &
PR g, foraes fore faviy Rwrg=lal o) smazgedr gl 8, o siftrei=r 3= & Uy =161 2

Most of Venezuela’s oil supply goes to China.
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Amid divided views, Modi government plays it safe on Maduro

NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

As world leaders divided
themselves into two clear
camps, either opposing or
supporting the U.S. attacks
on Caracas and its capture
of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro, the Indian
government played a cau-
tious line.

In its statement issued
on Sunday, calling the
evolving situation in the
South American country a
matter of “deep concern”,
the External Affairs Minis-
try did not refer to the Un-
ited States or to the U.S.
forces attacking the Vene-
zuelan capital and taking
Mr. Maduro captive, nor
did it refer to UN
principles.

Russia, China, Brazil,
South Africa, and others in
the Global South con-
demned the U.S. action as
a violation of international
law. On the other hand, the
U.S’s main allies in Eu-
rope, including Germany
and France, supported the
move, calling for a peace-
ful transition to a new “leg-

Amid divided views,

faurfora adl & di, At TSR A A1gRL
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Stand by Venezuela
gainst the unprovoked barbaric us attaclj

Voices of concern: Activists stage a protest against the U.S!'s attack on Venezuela at Freedom Park in

Bengaluru on Sunday. AFP

itimate” leadership. Both
China and Russia have also
demanded that the U.S. re-
lease Mr. Maduro and,
along with Colombia, have
requested a meeting of the
United Nations Security
Council on Monday.

In comparison, India’s
statement only called upon
“all concerned” to resolve
issues through dialogue,
along with expressing soli-
darity with the Venezuelan
people.

The government’s res-

ponse was also in contrast
to India’s response to a si-
milar operation in 1989,
when U.S. forces took Pa-
namanian President Ma-
nuel Noriega captive and
tried him in U.S. courts. In
a speech in Parliament,
then Foreign Minister LK.
Gujral had “deplored” the
U.S. actions, invoking the
UN charter and the princi-
ple of non-intervention.
Diplomatic experts said
the Modi’s government’s
response to the present sit-

uation was in line with re-
cent Indian positions on
Russia’s invasion of Uk-
raine, U.S. and Israeli
strikes on Iran, and Israel’s
bombardment of Gaza,
where the government has
decried the aggressions

without naming the
aggressors.
Juggling trade interests

“In situations where our
statements don’t make
enough of a difference, the
government’s calculation

would be to avoid very
strong protests. In addi-
tion, we are at a crucial
point in trade deal negotia-
tions with the U.S., and
need to tread cautiously,”
pointed out Deepak Bhoj-
wani, who has served as In-
dia’s Ambassador to seven
South American countries
including Brazil, Venezue-
la, Colombia, and Cuba. He
referred to the U.S. actions
as a “fait accompli” to the
world.

Another former Ambas-
sador said that the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry state-
ment was not as stmng as
had been expected, espe-
cially on the clear violation
of international law by the
U.S., but added that this re-
flected India’s considera-
bly lower stakes in Vene-
zuela.

In 2018, U.S. sanctions
pressured India to stop oil
trade with Venezuela, then
one of its largest suppliers,
and left two major Indian
projects in developing oil-
fields in San Cristobal and
Carabobo.

According to the Minis-
try’s brief on bilateral rela-
tions, Mr. Maduro had re-
quested a visit to India in
August 2020, presumably

an effort to resume the
stalled projects. While that
visit never materialised,
Venezuela’s Executive
Vice-President and current
Acting President Delcy Ro-
driguez, who had served
with Mr. Maduro and form-
er President Hugo Chavez,
has made three official vi-
sits to India in the past de-
cade, leading delegations
to Delhi in 2016, 2019, and
2023.

Future of sanctions

The experts said that it was
necessary to wait and see
what situation emerges in
Venezuela, given that the
U.S. has removed Mr. Ma-
duro, but not the military-

any of the leaders, includ-
ing Ms. Rodriguez, who
will govern the country
post-Maduro.

“New Delhi will watch
carefully whether the U.S.
will now withdraw sanc-
tions on Venezuela which
had forced Indian compa-
nies to give up profitable
contracts there,” Mr. Bhoj-
wani added, referring to
India’s decision to end im-

ports of discounted crude

from Iran and Venezuela,
and the recent U.S. pres-
sure to stop imports of Rus-
sian oil.

The government’s wor-
ries would grow, however,
if the Trump administra-
tion’s unilateral strike

backed estat in
the country.

Nor has there been a
move to install the Opposi-
tion leader and latest No-
bel Laureate Maria Corina
Machado or former diplo-
mat Edmundo Gonzalez
Urrutia, who lives in exile
in Spain and had been re-
cognised by the U.S. and
European countries as the
winner of the 2024 elec-
tions.

It remains to be seen
whether the Modi govern-
ment will now reach out to

Modi government plays it safe on Maduro
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against \ la is a pre-
cedent for U.S. interven-
tions in other countries
with unfriendly govern-
ments in the region, begin-
ning with Colombia, that
goes to polls in 2026, Nica-
ragua, and Cuba, and even
Brazil, given tense Trump-
Lula ties.

As chair of the BRICS
summit in 2026, New Delhi
will be under pressure to
ensure a common perspec-
tive on these issues, even
as it works on repairing its
own ties with the U.S.

¢ On the other hand, the U.S.’s main allies in Europe, including Germany and France,
supported the move, calling for a peaceful transition to a new “legitimate” leadership.

e In comparison, India’s statement only called upon “all concerned” to resolve issues through

3R,
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o Both China and Russia have also demanded that the U.S. release Mr. Maduro and, along

with Colombia, have requested a meeting of the United Nations Security Council on
Monday.

dialogue, along with expressing solidarity with the Venezuelan people.

ENEg
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e The government’s response was also in contrast to India’s response to a similar operation

in 1989, when U.S. forces took Panamanian President Manuel Noriega captive and tried
him in U.S. courts.

o Diplomatic experts said the Modi government’s response to the present situation was in line

faoid, URa & s99 § sad g} A&t vl I Hare & ared ¥ gel & A &

with recent Indian positions on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, U.S. and Israeli strikes on
Iran, and Israel’s bombardment of Gaza, where the government has decried the
aggressions without naming the aggressors.

¢ Nor has there been a move to install the Opposition leader and latest Nobel Laureate

Maria Corina Machado or former diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, who lives in exile in

Spain and had been recognised by the U.S. and European countries as the winner of the
2024 elections.

e The government’s worries would grow, however, if the Trump administration’s unilateral
strike against Venezuela is a precedent for U.S. interventions in other countries with
unfriendly governments in the region, beginning with Colombia, that goes to polls in 2026,
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Nicaragua, and Cuba, and even Brazil, given tense Trump -Lula ties.
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As chair of the BRICS summit in 2026, New Delhi will be under pressure to ensure a

common perspective on these issues, even as it works on repairing its own ties with the
u.S.

Another former Ambassador said that the External Affairs Ministry statement was not as
strong as had been expected, especially on the clear violation of international law by the
U.S., but added that this reflected India’s considerably lower stakes in Venezuela.

wmq&wﬁm%ﬁ%mwmaﬁ&n% SR I Holgd ol T, fa=y
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In 2018, U.S. sanctions pressured Indla to stop oil trade with Venezuela, then one of its

largest suppliers, and left two major Indian projects in developing oil-fields in San
Cristobal and Carabobo.
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Hubris and caution — China’s posture as 2026 begins

s 2026 begins, China presents a

paradox: a nation wrestling with

economic challenges yet projecting

strategic confidence; a leadership
tightening political control domestically while
expanding its diplomatic and institutional reach
abroad; and a system that is both anxious and
assertive. For India, this Chinese posture and the
shift in the stance of the United States toward
Beijing and New Delhi have narrowed strategic
space and complicated the management of a
fraught relationship. India’s diminishing
prominence in the foreign policy calculus of
Washington and Beijing alike adds to the
complexity.

The shift in China’s overall mood has been
striking. Until late 2024, Track 2 dialogues
revealed palpable anxiety among Chinese
interlocutors about U.S. containment and
economic slowdown. By mid-2025, a sense of
regained momentum — sometimes bordering on
hubris - permeated Beijing’s strategic
community. Many believed China had gained
ground in a recalibrated great power competition
with the U.S., managed escalation dominance
more effectively, and secured tactical advantages
in trade and tarift disputes. This confidence was
bolstered by China’s expanding influence in the
Global South, its deepening alignment with
Russia, and its ability to stabilise key relationships
— with the notable exception of Japan — without
altering core positions.

Yet, beneath this confidence lies a leadership
aware of structural challenges at home and a
difficult international environment. The Fourth
Plenum in October 2025 and the Central
Economic Work Conference in December saw
President Xi Jinping doubling down on national
security, technological self-reliance, and the “real
economy” as organising principles, while
persisting with exports as a key growth driver
even as he spoke of boosting domestic
consumption.

Economic strains and the turn inward
China’s 2025 economic growth was weaker than
official figures (about 5%) suggest. Domestic
demand remained weak, and the overbuilt
property sector continued to weigh on
confidence. Deflationary pressures (producer
prices in negative territory for 38 consecutive
months), sluggish productivity and tepid
corporate profits persisted. Local governments
face fiscal stress, limiting stimulus options.

Instead of boosting consumption, Beijing
reinforced a state-led model, prioritising
advanced manufacturing, semiconductors,
Artificial Intelligence (Al), green energy, and
dual-use technologies. Massive industrial policy
support aims for “whole-chain breakthroug]
and the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) underscores
technological self-reliance and supply chain
insulation.

This inward turn occurs even as China’s export
dependence grows to compensate for weak
domestic demand. China’s trade surplus crossed
$1 trillion in the first 11 months of 2025. It is
increasingly dominating global value chains in
manufacturing across high-tech industries such
as electric vehicles, batteries, solar panels and
industrial machinery. This “China Shock 2.0” is
generating serious disruptions for developed and
developing economies alike. As IMF Managing

Ashok K. Kantha,

a former Ambassador
to China, is Subhas
Chandra Bose Chair
of International
Relations at Chanakya
University, Bengaluru,
and Distinguished
Fellow at
Vivekananda
International
Foundation (VIF),
New Delhi

The Chinese
leadership is
aware of
structural
challenges at
home and in a
difficult
international
environment;
India must be
alert and
strategically
patient

Director Kristalina Georgieva warned in
December, China is now too large to export its
way out of a slowdown without aggravating global
trade tensions. For India, China’s advantages in
scale, technology and system-wide efficiency and
upstream control of critical inputs (rare earths to
battery precursors) have not only expanded the
trade deficit, expected to exceed $110 billion in
2025, but also intensified vulnerabilities in sectors
ranging from pharmaceuticals to electronics,
green energy and rare earth magnets.

Domestically, 2025 was marked by further
political consolidation. The leadership tightened
information control, reinforced ideological
discipline, and expanded the remit of national
security. Yet, dysfunctionalities of the party-state
were also evident in large-scale sacking of
generals.

The PLA continued to expand its conventional
and nuclear capabilities. Emerging nuclear
doctrinal shifts, such as movement toward an
“early warning counter-strike” posture, suggest a
more assertive and risk-tolerant military.

The Great Power dynamics

The most consequential external development
was the recalibration of U.S.-China relations
under President Donald Trump’s second term.
Under the U.S. National Security Strategy 2025,
China is no longer framed as a systemic rival but
primarily as an economic competitor. The
Indo-Pacific is no longer the strategic centre of
gravity; the Western Hemisphere has taken
precedence, reflecting a more inward-looking
“America First” approach. However, America’s
military intervention regime change in
Venezuela, which seriously affected Chinese
interests and investments and elicited sharp
reactions from Beijing, have shown that the
U.S.-China strategic rivalry is intact.

The Trump-Xi meeting in Busan in October
produced de-escalation, including modest tariff
adjustments and a selective easing of export
controls. These were transactional bargains, not
steps toward a G2. Yet the perception of a “G2
overlay” — a shadow of tacit coordination — has
serious consequences, as even limited China-U.S.
accommodation can constrain the choices of
other states.

For India, the implications are sobering. The
long positive trajectory of the India-U.S.
partnership has been disturbed by friction over
trade, Russia, and Pakistan. The U.S. remains
committed to preventing Chinese hegemony in
Asia but is less inclined to prioritise relations with
India as a strategic counter to China. Meanwhile,
China believes it has gained relative advantage
vis-a-vis the U.S., while Chinese interlocutors
increasingly argue that India’s interest in
stabilising relations with China stems from
turbulence in India-U.S. ties. These twin
perceptions make China less inclined to
accommodate India’s concerns.

With Europe, instead of leveraging
trans-Atlantic tensions to drive a wedge between
Brussels and Washington, China adopted a tough
posture - digging in on EV subsidies, refusing to
curb industrial overcapacity, pushing back hard
against EU trade-defence actions, and
consolidating its strategic linkages with Russia.
Europe, despite growing alarm over China’s
“strategic enabling” of Russia’s war in Ukraine
and fears of industrial hollowing out, found itself

constrained due to economic headwinds,
dependencies on China, and strategic
distractions.

China’s attempts to stabilise major-power ties
were undercut by its harsh response to the
Japanese Prime Minister’s comment on Taiwan.
Beijing signalled that its outreach has clear limits
and that it remains unwilling to accommodate
divergence on issues it deems sensitive.

Mr. Xi is attaching strategic priority to the
Global South, positioning China as its leader and
as a stabilising partner amid western
retrenchment, and stepping up BRI projects,
diplomatic initiatives and influence operations.
But this expanding presence has also stirred
unease over opaque financing, debt
vulnerabilities, environmental concerns, and
political leverage Beijing can derive from
economic dependence. Even as China deepened
its influence in Southeast Asia, the Gulf, Africa,
and Latin America and pushed a China-centric
institutional architecture through the AIIB, NDB,
and expanded BRICS and SCO, many countries
remain cautious about loss of policy autonomy.

China continued to treat South Asia as its
strategic periphery and pursue a “two-ocean
strategy” that normalises PLA Navy operations in
the Indian Ocean.

On India-China relations

India-China relations in 2025 witnessed cautious
stabilisation but no substantive progress on
structural issues. The summit-level meeting in
Tianjin and other high-level exchanges helped
rebuild a damaged relationship. Yet, the situation
along the borders remains stable but not normal.
Disengagement has not been accompanied by
de-escalation or de-induction. “Buffer zones”
continue to restrict India’s patrolling rights and
grazing access. If these temporary arrangements
become permanent, China will have achieved
incremental gains consistent with its grey-zone
playbook.

China’s tactical outreach has not addressed
India’s core concerns. Negative signals included
China-Pakistan battlefield collusion (Operation
Sindoor), work on a massive hydropower project
in Tibet near the border, denial of rare earth
magnets, delays in clearing key components, and
repeated efforts to flag territorial claims in
Arunachal Pradesh. India has prudently opted for
step-by-step improvement in ties.

China is likely to persist with its current
strategy: managed competition with the U.S.,
stabilisation of major relationships along with
hardball diplomacy, intensified outreach to the
Global South, incremental assertiveness in
maritime and border theatres, and prickliness on
its “core interests”. The PLA will persist with
grey-zone tactics while avoiding major kinetic
actions.

New Delhi must pursue calibrated engagement
to reduce immediate risks while strengthening
asymmetric deterrence and accelerating
domestic technological and industrial
capabilities. External balancing remains relevant,
but its dependability must be conservatively
assessed in an era of U.S.-China tactical
accommodation. India must prepare for a long
haul - clear-eyed, resilient, and strategically
patient.

The views expressed are personal

Hubris and caution — China’s posture as 2026 begins
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India’s diminishing prominence in the foreign policy calculus of Washington and Beijing
alike adds to the complexity
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e The shift in China’s overall mood has been striking
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Until late 2024 Track 2 dialogues revealed palpable anxiety among Chinese interlocutors
about U S containment and economic slowdown
This confidence was bolstered by China’s expanding influence in the Global South its
deepening alignment with Russia and its ability to stabilise key relationships with the
notable exception of Japan without altering core positions

Ig ATATIYT Telad A1 & T & Fgd YUTT T & 1Y 3D TgTd TXGUT 3R ST
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Yet beneath this confidence lies a leadership aware of structural challenges at home and
a difficult international environment
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The Fourth Plenum in October 2025 and the Central Economic Work Conference in
December saw President Xi Jinping doubling down on national security technological
self reliance and the real economy as organising principles while persisting with exports as
a key growth driver even as he spoke of boosting domestic consumption
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Economic strains and the turn inward
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China’s 2025 economic growth was weaker than official figures about 5 percent suggest
o B 2025 B AMfdw i i sfiwst v 5 ufaerd 9 SR ol
Domestic demand remained weak and the overbuilt property sector continued to weigh on
confidence
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Deflationary pressures producer prices in negative territory for 38 consecutive months
sluggish productivity and tepid corporate profits persisted
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Local governments face fiscal stress limiting stimulus options
RYTFIRT IRBTY DT TG BT AT IR a1 & orad Wiearg faswed Wi g1 e g
Instead of boosting consumption Beijing reinforced a state led model prioritising advanced
manufacturing semiconductors Artificial Intelligence Al green energy and dual use
technologies
IUUNT T & ToIg RT3 I Aged a1 Hisd & Holed fobar 3R Sad fafamfor
Aiftrsaey FRU gfgwar Al gRa St iR f§ STt ae-ite! 1 urufiea &
Massive industrial policy support aims for whole chain breakthroughs and the 15th Five
Year Plan 2026 to 30 underscores technological self reliance and supply chain
insulation

IS e Hifa wud= &1 a6 g yaer Hzeag € 3k 1541 daadfa i 2026 9 30
THIP! srAfrRar ik myfef e W WSk i §

This inward turn occurs even as China’s export dependence grows to compensate for
weak domestic demand

75 Wiadt dis T8I0 BIa1 § 99 HHSR W 1 &1 WU & fow 9149 ot forafa Al
Gl ST QT8

China’s trade surplus crossed 1 trillion dollars in the first 11 months of 2025
2025 & Ugd 11 g1 T 9 &1 AR AR 1 feferamr star ¥ oifdes 81

It is increasingly dominating global value chains in manufacturing across high tech
industries such as electric vehicles batteries solar panels and industrial machine
Ig safde® ared deial Jar 399 iR sienfie a=ii= ok 3= wenfiet s= o
AP Yo yaansit | Toar Ty RId FR @17

This China Shock 2 point 0 is generating serious disruptions for developed and
developing economies alike
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Ig I 21 2 g=aa 0 fawRia ok ferasita srfaawraii g1 & forg i sgaum

AT R T 3

As IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva warned in December China is now too

large to export its way out of a slowdown without aggravatlng global trade tensions

wet e forwetfermr wifeiiean - fexiar & Idrat § 99 3@ g g1

81 T § 7 AfYe SR a9Ta set foe frafa & wer 6 & a18¥ 78 Fed Joar

For India China’s advantages in scale technology and system wide efficiency and

upstream control of critical inputs rare earths to battery precursors have not only

expanded the trade deficit expected to exceed 110 billion dollars in 2025 but also

intensified vulnerabilities in sectors ranging from pharmaceuticals to electronics green

energy and rare earth magnets

YR 3 Rre T et iR gomefivTa qarar & < 1 Tqd qun HEwqYl $T9CH gAY
T A 38t ek R Hud FHRiE07 3 7 H9d ATUR 91 &1 i it 2025 F 110 3RS STaR

ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂa%aﬁmﬁqﬁwﬁsﬁaﬁﬁwaﬁawﬁﬁvgﬁqumﬁ

T® & &l & sl of off ger

Domestically 2025 was marked by further political consolidation

TR TR W 2025 7 3R 34 I Taiedor @ T

The leadership tightened information control reinforced ideological discipline and

expanded the remit of national security

@ A I A F1 a1 GRS SR B Aol a1 3R APTT GRET BT AR
Jgra

Yet dysfunctionalities of the party state were also evident in large scale sacking of
generals

i ff g1 wTog Ft RIYTang swRal $t 98 T R s@irt o of wy ot

The PLA continued to expand its conventional and nuclear capabilities

Fioa 7 3o WRTTE SR 9RATY] emarai &1 fadR SRt 3

Emerging nuclear doctrinal shifts such as movement toward an early warning counter
strike posture suggest a more assertive and risk tolerant military

IR WRATY] RIS 9EaTa SiY fell aTf-HT BT WIS BI 3R FHId T 3D
ATHTHS 3R AT TgT=ita A= &1 YHhd 3a &

The Great Power dynamics

The most consequential external development was the recalibration of U.S. China
relations under President Donald Trump’s second term

Hed HgayUl aTedt faeTe wgufar SiAres ¢u & qWy driera 1 smfReT i ddul 1
gRigad o

Under the U.S. National Security Strategy 2025, China is no longer framed as a systemic
rival but primarily as an economic competitor

GR&IT 0T 2025 & T8d I DI 31« TOITRIRTa ufege & =0 & 76} afcep
g@Ia: gfeeadf & &9 & <@ T
The Indo Pacific is no longer the strategic centre of gravity the Western Hemisphere has
taken precedence reflecting a more inward looking “America First” approach

33! tRiftre sra Yuriifae g o1 Yo1 Ul Tiemd &1 wrufirear & 71 o s siada!
“3ARPT BEE” TV P afdl §

However America’s military intervention regime change in Venezuela, which seriously
affected Chinese interests and investments and elicited sharp reactions from Beijing,
have shown that the U.S. China strategic rlvalry is intact

BTl dgear # et &1 4= gxaaiy 3R W ufvad=, o @i+ feal siv fa=
ﬁﬁ%wﬁu%%ﬁﬁmﬁmuﬁmmﬁ%m%ﬁmﬁﬁm
N Yoo ufagfeer o 1 RewR ?

The Trump Xi meeting in Busan in October produced de escalation including modest
tariff adjustments and a selective easing of export controls
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SrFgaR ¥ O A U 2ft Sow I a-ra A Ft g3 o Wiftra Yo gumae ok fafa
frazon & aaeTare e i o
These were transactional bargains, not steps toward a G2

3 a9 37 smutRa Jwsha & 7 i G2 o1 fexn # wen

Yet the perception of a “G2 overlay” a shadow of tacit coordination has serious
consequences, as even limited China U.S accommodation can constrain the choices of
other states

iR 1t “G2 SffaRa” & YR I e TGy &t o1 & TR gy § wiifes 9
AR F e Jurie o o 3= & faweat & Wid &R Iahd §

For India, the implications are sobering

HRd & for 55 Fifgard Aara 27 aret §

The long positive trajectory of the India U.S partnership has been disturbed by friction
over trade Russia and Pakistan

YR SARST ARIer} &1 SHw1ies TPRIAS Ui ATIR 71 MR TS R qdvel
REUE ST

The U.S. remains committed to preventing Chinese hegemony in Asia but is less inclined
to prioritise relations with India as a strategic counter to China

SART TR # i+ adiva &1 AdA & o Ufdas a1 g § dfch URa & 91y Taddf ol
A F Wrifor sfeR s Tud mufisa A s ul susge ¢

Meanwhile China believes it has gained relative advantage vis a vis the U.S., while Chinese
interlocutors increasingly argue that India’s interest in stabilising relations with China
stems from turbulence in India U.S ties

=3t g A &1 A 8 5 3T SRkt & gaTad ATde 9gd g1Rid & 8 ofR i ardfeR
Fgd §UUE dd <d § [ 9 & A1y Yae FRR F3 # URa &1 31 URa v dael ot
YT GUA I ITF Bl ©

These twin perceptions make China less inclined to accommodate India’s concerns

I et YR I B WRd Pt Ricail & THRARTT B & Ufd W 353 sl &

With Europe, instead of leveraging trans Atlantic tensions to drive a wedge between
Brussels and Washington, China adopted a tough posture

TR & T § gAed 3R a1Rivred & o9 G S & e g sreqifesd awral &1 ary
IS & TO I A BT v UNT

Digging in on EV subsidies, refusing to curb industrial overcapacity, pushing back hard
against EU trade defence actions, and consolidating strategic linkages with Russia

341 IS R 313 51 Sirenfires sifafvad ervar &1 Tifiid #37 ¥ F9HR HRAT $g ATIR
T PRATZYN BT BT fAR1Y FHRAT 3R T & 1Y 0w Haeh &) gorgd HRAT

Europe despite growing alarm over China’s “strategic enabling” of Russia’s war in
Ukraine and fears of industrial hollowing out, found itself constrained due to economic
headwinds, dependencies on China, and strategic distractions

TRIY Iohd g 1 FF 31 “Io-fares Tgraanr SR NN &Rl &1 siRisTsi & STave
e ufagaarst, 99 w Mk, sk Yoritfae faswdon & sror Wit or
China’s attempts to stabilise major power ties were undercut by its harsh response to the
Japanese Prime Minister’'s comment on Taiwan

HeTeIfad Jael ) fRR &1 & D9 & T d1ga= IR Srar yur=+Et 91 fewoft « 39t
FoR ulafrar I FHOIR 19

Beijing signalled that its outreach has clear limits and that it remains unwilling to
accommodate divergence on issues it deems sensitive

HifSiT 3 Thd e for STt uga o1 Ty WATE § iR a8 SF 4] &1 Tag-=id 7T 8 54
R AGUG! B TG HA & o sifrsged s gan e

Mr. Xi is attaching strategic priority to the Global South, positioning China as its leader and
as a stabilising partner amid western retrenchment

= Rft e arey &1 Iurifae wrafirear § 3% € SR ufinh dpem & S o
IFHT AT 3R FRAEASUSH UrfiqR & U § wqd P @ §

And stepping up BRI projects, diplomatic initiatives and influence operations

3R s aRaesH, Fe-ifas ggal Tur guTa JR@ET B IS B2 I8 3
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e But this expanding presence has also stirred unease over opaque financing, debt
vulnerabilities, environmental concerns, and political leverage Beijing can derive from
economic dependence
Afer a5 favariva SufRufa sy famatyor, Bt wifeaw, wataroiig fiasi, sik enfde
AT 3 fiyas ara TeFifae gyt & dR sragerdr H 9T FR I §

e Even as China deepened its influence in Southeast Asia the Gulf Africa and Latin
America and pushed a China centric institutional architecture through the AlIB NDB and
expanded BRICS and SCO, many countries remain cautious about loss of policy
autonomy

9 7 &féror gd TR @rdt ampieT SR dfes st & sioem wHTg 18Rt 3 Sk AlB
NDB 4T fa=a1f¥d BRICS 3iR SCO & med ¥ HiF Hisd RN S 3 Jgm b of
% o Y Wrawdr & THHH B AbR T o

e China continued to treat South Asia as its strategic periphery and pursue a “two ocean
strategy” that normalises PLA Navy operations in the Indian Ocean

T 3 SfEror TR &1 3t Iurifae uRfY & U H S ok} [T 3R “3) HERINR
I A S fég AR A fiuee A9+ i &) 9TH= S 8

On India—China relations
YR Heaef R

¢ India China relations in 2025 witnessed cautious stabilisation but no substantive progress
on structural issues
2025 T UG- Jaei T Fraur fREASH0T S@1 147 dfd Sa- el ® gei )R $is ol
WIS TR g%

e The summit level meeting in Tianjin and other high level exchanges helped rebuild a
damaged relationship
foramiorT o RRaR W 69 SR o7 I W ware! A afasRa ddel & R § o7 o
Heg B

e Yet the situation along the borders remains stable but not normal
b +ff ereil R Ry RR AfPT am T s gg 2

¢ Disengagement has not been accompanied by de escalation or de induction
faufea & Ty ara & w3t a1 Afe! &Y ault Ei g2 7

o Buffer zones continue to restrict India’s patrolling rights and grazing access
TR W 3§ Ul HRT & TRel} SfUPRY 3R wR1E B ugw & Widd & &

o |If these temporary arrangements become permanent, China will have achieved
incremental gains consistent with its grey zone playbook
I A STt SaweTe R &7 St € ot i 3o A i Rurifa & sy shftres @ty
BIRIS BRI

o China’s tactical outreach has not addressed India’s core concerns
I B IS U A URd B ga Riansil &1 Y&ifd T8 frar g

¢ Negative signals included China Pakistan battlefield collusion Operation Sindoor, work
on a massive hydropower project in Tibet near the border, denial of rare earth magnets,
delays in clearing key components, and repeated efforts to flag territorial claims in
Arunachal Pradesh
THRIHAD bl H FH-UTfBE s ganT oz Rigy, Jia1 & urd fossa o fazma
Safdegd IRAISHT, gaH Ja1 gHo] @ 379K, Wﬂzﬂﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁ 3R
ST U H & g1l &1 R IR I3 A §

e India has prudently opted for step by step improvement in ties
YR 3 GHER) & Teie & it YR o1 I 1 7

o China is likely to persist with its current strategy
T U IAHT YOI TR §9 X6 B WHTEHT 79l §

¢ Managed competition with the U S, stabilisation of major relationships along with hardball
diplomacy, intensified outreach to the Global South, incremental assertiveness in
maritime and border theatres, and prickliness on core interests
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AR®T & Ty FRifd ufawayt wa ddel &1 RS0 91U 8 R Fe-ifd, Tdaa a8y
DT 3R A U, T R AT & & i smsprwan, ok g7 fadt W dde=iterdr
The PLA will per3|st with grey zone tactics while avoiding major kinetic actions

Huee A #iF Iurifaal o o) @ efe 98 < THE

New Delhi must pursue calibrated engagement to reduce immediate risks while
strengthening asymmetric deterrence and accelerating domestic technological and
industrial capabilities

% feeeht ! aopTa SRAW &0 HA & forg Jgfera "areg oM T1fey 3fR w1y & srawfira
UFARIY® & &1 Toigd HXd §U TR ab-ia MR eI gryansit &1 aoft ¥ sgr ey

External balancing remains relevant but its dependability must be conservatively
assessed in an era of U S China tactical accommodation

1T Wdad o o i § afes smfve—da Yuritfas Jumies & R o gaet
fya-aar &1 Iy ¥ sead fHar o @iy

India must prepare for a long haul clear eyed resilient and strategically patient

HRA &) dd 3afy & fore dart o<t gft Ty 2fY, @iamE, 3k vurifae & & Ty
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The uncertainty after Maduro

The US. apprehends Nicolds Maduro to face charges of drug trafficking and narco-terrorism, following months of pressure on Venezuela; Republican hawks hope
for regime change, but most of the government and military remain intact: removing Maduro alone is unlikely to transform politics and may spark challenges

WORLD INSIGHT THE GIST
Andrew Gawthorpe >
i . The U.S. apprehends
enezuela’s president, Nicolas Venezuelan president Nicolas
Maduro, has been Maduro and flies him to the
apprehended and flown to the United States to face charges

U.S., where the US.
attorney-general has announced he will
face charges of drug trafficking and
narco-terrorism. The U.S. military’s
operation to snatch Mr. Maduro was
carried out in the early hours of January 3
and follows months of steadily mounting
pressure on the Venezuelan government.

Now it appears that the U.S. operation
to remove a leader it has designated as a
“narco-terrorist” has come to fruition. But
whether the capture and removal of Mr.
Maduro will lead to regime change in the
oil-rich Latin American country remains

of drug trafficking and
narco-terrorism, marking the
culmination of months of
mounting pressure on Caracas.
v

Removing a leader through
force or arrest has rarely
delivered stable political
outcomes, as past U.S.
interventions show.

v

Without nation-building or
long-term engagement, U.S.

unclear at present. i

The U.S.p campaign against Venezuela is ::fmu:“ae:m'sg:::i ::Ne
the product of two distinct policy unlikely to be achieved
impulses within the Donald Trump «
administration. The first is the long-held
desire of many Republican hawks,

including U.S. Secretary of state Marco
Rubio, to force regime change in Caracas.
They detest Venezuela’s socialist
government and see overturning it as an
opportunity to appeal to conservative
Hispanic voters in the U.S.

The second impulse is more complex.
Mr. Trump campaigned for election in
2024 on the idea that his administration
would not become involved in foreign
conflicts. But his administration claims
that Venezuela’s government and military
are involved in drug trafficking, which, in
Washington’s thinking, makes them
terrorist organisations that are harming
the American people. As head of the
country’s government, Mr. Maduro,
according to the Trump administration’s
logic, is responsible for that.

During Mr. Trump’s first
administration, his Department of Justice
indicted Mr. Maduro on charges of
“narco-terrorism”. Now U.S. Attorney
General Pam Bondi says there might be a
new indictment which also covers Mr.
Maduro’s wife, who was taken into
detention with him. The fact that U.S. law
enforcement was involved in their
capture reinforces the idea that they will
now face those charges in a New York
court, despite an early claim by

Frayed tempers: A supporter of Nicolas Maduro waves a national flag while standing on a median strip in Caracas, Venezuela, on Saturday. >

opposition sources in Venezuela that Mr.
Maduro’s departure may have been
negotiated with the U.S. government.

‘What comes next?

The big question is what comes next in
Venezuela, and whether either the
Republican hawks or the “America first”
crowd will get the outcome that they
want: ongoing U.S. military presence to
“finish the job” or simply a show of U.S.
strength to punish its adversary which
doesn’t involve a lengthy American
involvement.

The U.S. has discovered time and again
in recent decades that it is extremely
difficult to dictate the political futures of
foreign countries with military force. The
White House might want to see the
emergence of a non-socialist government
in Caracas, as well as one which cracks
down on the drug trade.

But simply removing Mr. Maduro and
dropping some bombs is unlikely to
achieve that goal after nearly three
decades of building up the regime under
Mr. Maduro and his predecessor Hugo
Chavez.

‘The Trump administration could have
learned this lesson from Libya, whose
dictatorial government the U.S. and its

allies overthrew in 2011. The country
collapsed into chaos soon after, inflicting
widespread suffering on its own citizens
and creating p for its neighb

conservative Hispanic voting bloc.

If the Trump administration dreams of
establishing a stable, pro-American
in Caracas, it is going to have

In the case of Venezuela, it is unlikely
that the American military’s strikes alone
will be enough to fatally undermine its
government. Mr. Maduro may be gone,
but the vast majority of the country’s
governmental and military apparatus
remains intact. Power will likely pass to a
new figure in the regime. The White
House may dream that popular protests
will break out against the government
following Mr. Maduro’s ousting. But
history shows that people usually react to
being bombed by a foreign power by
rallying around the flag, not turning
against their leaders.

Nor would Venezuela’s descent into
chaos be likely to help the Trump
administration achieve its goals. Conflict
in Venezuela could generate new refugee
flows which would eventually reach
America’s southern border. The collapse
of central government authority would be
likely to create a more conducive
environment for drug trafficking.
Widespread internal violence and human
rights violations could hardly be
portrayed as a victory to the crucial

to do more than just arrest Mr. Maduro.
Bringing about durable regime change
typically involves occupying a country
with ground troops and engaging in
“nation building”. The U.S. tried this with
decidedly mixed results in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Mr. Trump has pledged to avoid such
entanglements and Mr. Rubio has said
that, for now at least, the U.S. has no
plans for further military action against
Venezuela. Mr. Trump has a penchant for
flashy, quick wins, particularly in foreign
policy. He may hope to tout Mr. Maduro’s
capture as a victory and move on to other
matters.

Nation-building failures

In almost no recent U.S. military
intervention did the American
government set out to engage in
nation-building right from the beginning.
The perceived need to shepherd a new
government into existence has typically
only come to be felt when the limits of
what can be accomplished by military
force alone become apparent.

The war in Afghanistan, for instance,
started as a war of revenge for the
terrorist attacks on the U.S. on September
11, 2001, before transforming into a
20-year nation-building commitment. In
Iraq, the Bush administration thought
that it could depose Saddam Hussein and
leave within a few months. The U.S.
ended up staying for nearly a decade.

It’s hard to imagine Mr. Trump walking
down the same path, if only because he
has always portrayed nation-building as a
waste of American lives and treasure. But
that still leaves him with no plausible way
to achieve the divergent political
outcomes he, his supporters and
America’s foreign policy establishment
want with the tools that he has at his
disposal.

Meanwhile, the U.S. president will face
pressure from a range of constituencies
from Republican hawks to conservative
Hispanic voters to force wholesale regime
change in Venezuela. How Mr. Trump
responds to that pressure will determine
the future course of U.S. policy towards
the country.

Andrew Gawthorpe is lecturer in History
and International Studies, Leiden
University. This article is republished from
The Conversation.

The uncertainty after Maduro
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e The U.S. apprehends Nicolas Maduro to face charges of drug tralicking and narco-
terrorism, following months of pressure on Venezuela; Republican hawks hope for
regime change, but most of the government and military remain intact; removing
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Maduro alone is unlikely to transform politics and may spark challenges

FS AEIHI 9P YUl W a1d & 91G, aﬁhﬂ%ﬁaﬁwmaﬁmwﬁmaﬁ?
ATH1-ATAHATG & SMTRIUT BT ATHAT H & o1 RRYAR fobar; Frafre sga

gRad ¥t Iufig ;R T, aﬁﬁrwaﬁvﬂmmmmw% Ww@
P g A Ao W gearg B UG $U € 3R 39N 78 Haar 91 8 Tl &

Venezuela crisis and U.S. intervention

AT e 3R v sway

Venezuela’s president Nicolas Maduro has been apprehended and flown to the U.S.
where the U.S. attorney general has announced he will face charges of drug trafficking and
narco terrorism ]

I b Ayufa Frepters ATgRt & FRUR o= smfvet o Siram n § wig! st srer+f
TR = G B g b 37 R =M uerif &t awmst 3iR A1t Siddarg & SRIY A St
The U.S. military operation to snatch Mr. Maduro was carried out in the early hours of
January 3 and follows months of steadily mounting pressure on the Venezuelan
government

AR B UPe &1 AR A= R 3 e F asd 3o fear a1 3R 78 IAguen
WHR W B3 AL | 9&d ga1d & aIg gofl

Now it appears that the U.S. operation to remove a leader it has designated as a narco
terrorist has come to fruition

3fe U Tielid g § T3 ATenT S ard aifid a1 &1 gem &1 srafva it awa gl mar g
But whether the capture and removal of Mr. Maduro will lead to regime change in the oil
rich Latin American country remains unclear at present

cifep1 T WG 1 ARG 3R g ST 58 ot Wy Afe 3raRest 3= & e uRad
AT g8 fhagTe W T8l §

The U.S. campaign against Venezuela is the product of two distinct policy impulses
within the Donald Trump administration

FAguar ¥ faare smRet fam SiFres du w=m & HidR Hieg &t srent ferra
wgfral &1 afkom @

The first impulse is the long held desire of Republican hawks including U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio to force regime change in Caracas
vt v fruferes= sexufal o de 9 I Tl of <8 31 § fore sfvat fadsr wh
HI! Saa A & St pRIe & T« aRad agd 8
They detest Venezuela’s socialist government and see overturning it as an opportunity to
appeal to conservative Hispanic voters in the U.S.

THSIATE TWPR I GO a3 & 3R I g &1 st A wfeard) fedfe
AAGIATSAT &1 UM BT 3R AT §
The second impulse is more complex
< ugfy e wifew @
Mr. Trump campaigned for election in 2024 on the idea that his administration would not
become involved in foreign conflicts
2024 T TG M & SR €U 3 g1 o i I7a1 veime fac=ft weat # =nfdre =8t g
But his administration claims that Venezuela’s government and military are involved in
drug trafficking which in Washington’s thinking makes them terrorist organisations
harming the American people
QB I TR 1Al FHRl § [ ATGUST B TRBR 3R TT =Mt uerdf o) awapst
v § for8 iRt S |ra=T Hdl ¢ of SAR@! ST &1 JH9T Ugal 3% &
As head of the country’s government Mr. Maduro according to the Trump administration’s
logic is responsible for that
U YR & & & 3JUR o B! WSHR S UG 84 & 1d AIG 39S fog RieR §
During Mr. Trump’s first administration the Department of Justice indicted Mr. Maduro on
charges of narco terrorism
U P Ugd BTADTA & SR T FAUTT = TG IR ATHT ATdhaTG & 3RIY T A
Now U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi says there might be a new indictment which also
covers Mr. Maduro’s wife who was taken into detention with him
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get it it forg 31as ary fevrera # feram wan

e The fact that U.S. law enforcement was involved in their capture reinforces the idea that
they will face those charges in a New York court

f STt BT wad= &t YA 39 910 &I Holgd Rl ¢ [ d =gaTd Pt

JGTed | 3 SARIUT BT FHAT HHT

e This is despite an early claim by opposition sources in Venezuela that Mr. Maduro’s
departure may have been negotiated with the U.S. government

Ig 39 a & F1a9[G ¢ [ a-guar & faueh gt = ugdl arar fasan o1 f argRY &1 I We
IARP WPR | FTadid B SIRT gafl

What comes next

3R T R

e The big question is what comes next in Venezuela
T TS1 HaTd U8 & & aguar # S &1 g
¢  Whether Republican hawks or the America first crowd will get the outcome they want

1 frufRie egudt a1 sfif¥eT wd Tqg 98 uRom uidd o 3 91gd §

e Either ongoing U.S. military presence to finish the job or simply a show of U.S. strength
to punish its adversary without a lengthy American involvement
7 ) BT R B & ¢ AMaR MRS S=7 IufRufa a1 R da sARa gwaa & fam
Had SAND! ATHd BT YR X G-I DI &fSd BT

o The U.S. has discovered time and again in recent decades that it is extremely difficult to
dictate the political futures of foreign countries with military force
BT & &x1D! H SANPT SR IR UM & [ =0 96 & 9T fad=h 3 &1 Ierifas wies
T FAT I5S BTOA 2

e The White House might want to see the emergence of a non socialist government in
Caracas as well as one which cracks down on the drug trade
RT3 TS YYAd: PRIB H T A THSATE! TRBR BT IHAT 161 © Sl -I=ITe ggrdf &
IR TR & HY

e But simply removing Mr. Maduro and dropping some bombs is unlikely to achieve that goal
after nearly three decades of building up the regime under Mr. Maduro and his predecessor
Hugo Chavez
Af Fad HIG DI ™I 3R F© T FRTT 39 AT B GIRIA B B JUTGT g Wl
Ffh U i S=IDT T TG UM AIGR! 3R 39 gdac g araw & SefiF a1 g g

¢ The Trump administration could have learned this lesson from Libya whose dictatorial
government the U.S. and its allies overthrew in 2011
U URITH I8 Gad oifear o TR Tavar o1 ogf 2011 & 3R 3 39F Wil 3
AFTRITE WRBTR D FRT feam o

e The country collapsed into chaos soon after inflicting widespread suffering on its own
citizens and creating problems for its neighbours
3P d I1G o1 SRTSIH AT H §& AT oY $u g1 AMRe| ! sTues UisT g% SiR St
0 & forw o vt Gt g

¢ Inthe case of Venezuela it is unlikely that the American military’s strikes alone will be
enough to fatally undermine its government

& A H g YIS B H g fob et AR A §Wet IUP! WBR & GTdP

H HHAR DR U

e Mr. Maduro may be gone but the vast majority of the country’s governmental and military
apparatus remains intact
HIGR) el &) Tl ST QAfpT 3 1 Sifrepier TR RY 3R V=0 o o i JRMera 8

o Power will likely pass to a new figure in the regime
TG § T Tl =i & bt -1q aafa &t afg §f smeht

o The White House may dream that popular protests will break out against the government
following Mr. Maduro’s ousting
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T3¢ B3 I8 UUAT W bl ¢ foh ATGR! & §eTT S & 901G IRBR & a1 o faiy
TG HSH

But history shows that people usually react to being bombed by a foreign power by
rallying around the flag not turning against their leaders

Afer sfergTa FaTaT 8 fos A SmaR W facRft =fdd gRT 9HERt 81 W 38 & IRl 3R
THYE §1d € A {5 oo arsit & R o §

Nor would Venezuela’s descent into chaos be likely to help the Trump administration
achieve its goals

3R AT BT SRTSIHar & FRAT Hf 30 U=m= & Tea &1 1 37 H W1 gt ghm
Conflict in Venezuela could generate new refugee flows which would eventually reach
America’s southern border

qéaﬁgmﬁﬁﬁwweﬁmaaww%@&m:mﬁaﬁmﬂ@ﬂmw

The collapse of central government authority would be likely to create a more conducive
environment for drug trafficking

FET TP T S T § TS verdf P awmd & R ifis srgee Areie 51 JobdT §
Widespread internal violence and human rights violations could hardly be portrayed as a
victory to the crucial conservative Hispanic voting bloc

HATYS SRS FET iR ARG R Swu &1 HedyUl wieardt e~ aagar a7 &
o wmae € Sita & = U H feam s 9%

If the Trump administration dreams of establishing a stable pro American government in
Caracas it is going to have to do more than just arrest Mr. Maduro

IS ¢ YR PRI 1 U fRR 3MReT arade TR WIfd S &1 91 39a1 § at
I Had ATGY Pt FIRER B 9 ol e BT I

Bringing about durable regime change typically involves occupying a country with ground
troops and engaging in nation building

Ryt wr aftada & U smdR iR Wi+t Sf et & ary foeft v R e ok AvE
fafn &t sragwar gt 8

The U.S. tried this with mixed results in Iraq and Afghanistan

AR 3 T8 T 31T SR rpf=Rar o fafdra ufvomay & wry fasar o

Mr. Trump has pledged to avoid such entanglements and Mr. Rubio has said that for now
at least the U.S. has no plans for further military action against Venezuela

<0 3 U STgimal @ T= BT are] [ € 3R wfea) 3 %gr € & fhdera sfifvet #t aaguen
& fATE ST A= HIRATS B! BIS AT 181 &

Mr. Trump has a penchant for flashy quick wins particularly in foreign policy

U &l TR faewr Hifa ¥ Tawer @fia sitd weie §

He may hope to tout Mr. Maduro’s capture as a victory and move on to other matters

I8 ATgRY Bt IR &) oiid & T4 H U R 37 GEi IR AT 9¢-1 918 Thd o

Nation building failures

Az fafeT ot fAwaans

In almost no recent U.S. military intervention did the American government set out to
engage in nation building right from the beginning

T fasdt ot gferan SRS V=T gy o sAR®T R A Ypamd I g A Rf 31
RIaT e fobat

The perceived need to shepherd a new government into existence has typically only come to
be felt when the limits of military force alone become apparent

%‘éwﬁ FST B DI TEA IR W q9 T g3 9 Had a-g g o1 JATE WY
The war in Afghanistan for instance started as a war of revenge for the terrorist attacks on
the U.S. on September 11 2001 before transforming into a 20 year nation building
commitment

IETERUN & T SBITRATT G5 D1 TH3HTd 11 RIdaR 2001 o SfTdd! HEAT & G B UGl
g2 It 3R 91 A 7% 20 g6t @) A=A A& ufoagar # sga m
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In Iraq the Bush administration thought that it could depose Saddam Hussein and leave
within a few months

RSP H G YA A i1 o1 {5 T8 AEH G D 51hR $S HelH1 A dic S

The U.S. ended up staylng for nearly a decade

Afds AP B T51 AU TP gD AP SDH 1 US|

It is hard to imagine Mr. Trump walking down the same path as he has always portrayed
nation building as a waste of American lives and treasure

g BT BT D13 @ [ ¢U gt Il UG Fifeh J gHR A= fafegT &1 syt
ofa ok o &t gafdt 7ard © ©

But that still leaves him with no plausible way to achieve the divergent political outcomes
he his supporters and America’s foreign policy establishment want with the tools at his
disposal

fOpR +ft ST 7 U BIS TGRS dNBT e8! gaaT o 3 3R 375 Judfe au1 ARt
fad=r fifa ufasm™ @l 78 TeEifae Suafemr s1id o) 96

Meanwhile the U.S. president will face pressure from a range of constituencies from
Republican hawks to conservative Hispanic voters to force wholesale regime change in
Venezuela

7 o9 3R Igufa R Rufre wguflEl  dok Feard! fexdfe aagrmarsi o
faftre TEl o1 qama g1 fob 3 AAgean | gui w1 uiad= &

How Mr. Trump responds to that pressure wiII determine the future course of U.S. policy
towards country

wmwaﬁ%éﬁ%ﬁwﬁ%uﬁaﬁﬁﬁ%aﬁuﬁmﬁmmm
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Political instability, constitutional change,
and the military’s hold over Pakistan

Pakistan’s political history shows a recurring pattern in which civilian governments struggle to assert authority amid deep social divisions and weak

institutions; the appointment of Asim Munir as Chief of Defence Force reflects continuity rather than rupture in how power operates in the country

Dhananjay Tripathi
Tabshir Shams

n December 4, 2025, Pakistan

witnessed something both

familiar and unsettling. Field

Marshal Asim Munir was
formally appointed the country’s first
Chief of Defence Force (CDF) while still
serving as Chief of Army Staff (COAS).
Recent constitutional amendments
handed him extensive authority. Many
analysts quietly described it as a silent
coup, as no military on the streets, no
dramatic announcements, just a slow
tightening of control.

By late 2025, Pakistan had already
experienced yet another shift in real
power. The 27th Amendment ushered in
legal immunity, curtailed judicial
oversight, and centralised unprecedented
authority in the hands of the military
leadership.

Gen. Asim Munir’s rise did not happen
overnight. After Operation Sindoor,
where the public was told that Pakistan
gained the upper hand against India, his
stature grew. His meetings with world
leaders, sometimes overshadowing the
civilian Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif,
reinforced the impression that Pakistan’s
elected government was no longer
steering the ship.

The first coup

Pakistan’s early years were turbulent.
After Partition in 1947, seven Prime
Ministers came and went within just 11
years. Behind these political tremors lay a
society divided along ethnic, linguistic,
and regional lines.

One of the major factors behind
political tension was language. The
founding fathers made Urdu the national
language, contemplating it to be a
unifying force. However, Urdu was
spoken by only 3-5% of the population.
Bangla, on the other hand, was the
mother tongue of more than 50%. In 1952,
widespread protests erupted in Dhaka
demanding the recognition of Bangla and
protesting the systemic neglect of East
Pakistan. This mobilisation on linguistic
grounds gradually led to the rise of Sheikh
Mujibur Rehman.

In 1958, a dramatic confrontation
between Prime Minister Feroz Khan Noon
and President Iskander Mirza opened the
door for the military’s entry into politics.
Mirza dismissed the Prime Minister,
imposed martial law, and appointed
General Ayub Khan as Chief Martial Law
Administrator. Gen. Ayub had his own
ambitions. Within weeks, he ousted
Mirza, sent him abroad, and assumed
control.

Gen. Ayub justified the takeover in his
political autobiography, Friends not
Masters. “From a soldier’s position. There
would be large-scale disturbances across
the country, and the civil authority,
already groaning under the heels of
politicians, would be incapable of dealing
with the situation. It was the Army alone
that could step into the breach.” Thus, by
imposing martial law, Gen. Ayub thought
he was shaping Pakistan’s destiny.

In 1959, Gen. Ayub declared himself
Field Marshal without having won any
war. It was Field Marshal Ayub Khan, who
later planned Operation Gibraltar and
Grand Slam in 1965. Operation Gibraltar
was to invoke a local uprising in Kashmir,
while Grand Slam aimed to capture
Akhnoor, which, according to him, was

Big move: Field Marshal Asim Munir was formally appointed the country’s first Chief of Defence Force

while still serving as Chief of Army Staff. Arp

the “jugular vein of India”. These plans
failed. The war that followed left Pakistan
shaken, and Gen. Ayub politically
vulnerable and unpopular across the
country.

From Ayub to Yahya Khan

As the 1960s drew to a close, Ayub’s rule
became increasingly fragile. Economic
inequality grew, protests erupted, and the
once-popular military ruler found himself
unwelcome on the streets. In 1969,
exhausted and isolated, he handed power
to another military chief, General Yahya
Khan.

Gen. Yahya presided over Pakistan’s
first general elections in 1970, a moment
filled with promise. But when Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman won a majority in East
Pakistan, while Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
dominated the West, the military and the
West Pakistani elite refused to accept the
democratic outcome. What followed was
brutal repression in East Pakistan, a mass
uprising, and eventually the 1971 war with
India that ultimately left Pakistan divided,
with the emergence of Bangladesh. The
defeat and surrender in Dhaka dealt a
severe blow to Pakistan’s national psyche.
Facing public anger and opposition within
the army, Gen. Yahya stepped down in
December 1971.

The Zia years

As Pakistan attempted to rebuild, Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto emerged as the political leader.
But even Bhutto’s charisma and brilliance
could not bridge Pakistan’s internal
divides. His political style alienated
various groups, especially Urdu-speaking
citizens who felt marginalised. Moreover,
the disputed 1977 elections plunged the

country into chaos.

At this juncture, Army Chief General
Zia-ul-Haq seized power under Operation
Fair Play, ousted Bhutto, and later sent
him to the gallows — a wound that still
aches in Pakistan’s collective memory.

Gen. Zia ruled for 11 years. Always
smiling in photographs, he combined
discipline and ruthlessness. Under his
regime, blasphemy laws were tightened,
jihadist ideology took root, textbooks
were rewritten, and opponents were
crushed. Contrarily, Pakistan’s economic
growth improved, but Ayesha Siddiqa, in
Military Inc., calls it “rentier economic
growth,” fuelled by foreign aid and the
Afghan jihad rather than domestic
strength. Smuggling networks, weapons
trafficking, and informal markets
flourished under Gen. Zia. It was also
Gen. Zia who planned terrorism in
Kashmir.

His death in a mysterious plane crash
in 1988 ended an authoritarian era, but
not the military’s hold over Pakistan’s
destiny.

A General as Chief Executive

Benazir Bhutto won the 1988 elections,
becoming the hope of a wounded nation.
But the Army establishment soon clipped
her wings, and her government fell within
two years. The main reason was that
Benazir was asserting herself and
developing differences with the then
Army chief Mirza Aslam Beg.

The 1990s saw a cycle of hope and
disappointment. Governments fell one
after another — Sharif, Benazir, Sharif
again — as Pakistan struggled to define
democracy. In 1999, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif reached out to India. The

image of Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s bus rolling
into Lahore inspired many across South
Asia. But while the leaders extended
hands of peace, the Pakistani Army was
planning something else. General Pervez
Musharraf secretly launched Operation
Koh-e-Paima (Kargil), hoping to seize
strategic heights in Kashmir. This
operation, carried out during India’s
peace efforts, damaged Pakistan’s
credibility and destroyed trust between
Gen. Musharraf and Mr. Sharif. By
October 1999, Gen. Musharraf overthrew
the elected government.

Unlike past dictators, Gen. Musharraf
presented himself as a
reformer, promoting media openness,
decentralisation, and “enlightened
moderation.” But beneath the modern
veneer, the military footprint remained
strong. A series of crises, the suspension
of Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry, the Lal
Masjid siege, and Benazir’s tragic
assassination eroded Gen. Musharraf’s
support. His party collapsed in the 2008
elections, and he stepped aside.

From favourite to foe

Between 2008 and 2018, Pakistan saw
four Prime Ministers — Yosuf Raza Gilani,
Raja Pravez Ashraf, Nawaz Sharif, and
Shahid Khagan Abbasi — none completing
a full term. The civilian-military tension
remained a defining feature of
governance.

In 2018, Imran Khan, once the Army’s
favourite, rose to power with promises of
reform and justice. Many in the Pakistani
army believed he would be different. But
like Bhutto and Mr. Nawaz, he eventually
challenged the very institution that had
helped elevate him. The moment he tried
to assert autonomy, he faced resistance.
Mr. Imran Khan became the first Pakistani
Prime Minister to be removed through a
no-confidence vote. Soon after, he was
entangled in court cases, his party’s
election symbol was stripped, and he was
jailed.

Yet in the 2024 elections, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf-backed independents
won more than 90 seats, a testament to
his enduring popularity. Even so, a
coalition led by Shehbaz Sharif,
supported implicitly by the Army, formed
the government.

Mr. Imran Khan remains popular but
powerless, a reminder that in Pakistan,
public support alone does not guarantee
political survival.

Why the pattern persists

Since its birth, Pakistan’s civilian
governments have struggled to control
the state. The early loss of Jinnah, deep
ethnic and linguistic divides, corruption,
radicalisation, geopolitical
entanglements, and the persistent
weakness of civilian institutions have all
allowed the military to emerge as the
country’s most cohesive and powerful
organisation.

The rise of Gen. Asim Munir is,
therefore, not extraordinary. It is simply
another chapter in the same story.

Until Pakistan rebuilds its political
institutions, heals its internal divides, and
strengthens civilian governance, the cycle
will continue, and the military will remain
the shadow behind every government —
silent, steady, and always present.
Dhananjay Tripathi Teaches International
Relations and Tabshir Shams is Pursuing
his MA in International Relations, South
Asian University, New Delhi

Political instability, constitutional change, and the military’s hold over
Pakistan
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oA SifRRar, daure uftads iR wifea™ W 391 &) usps

o Pakistan’s political history shows a recurring pattern in which civilian governments
struggle to assert authority amid deep social divisions and weak institutions; the
appointment of Asim Munir as Chief of Defence Force rejects continuity rather than
rupture in how power operates in the country

UTfhdT &1 IS ae g U SIgIdl 9| a1l U feardr g, foras ey Isie
fauTe 3t FHEIR IR F FH ARe TRPR J91 RITT H1 & fore I sdt €
A 3w fEh— B & = u & orfia gk @) i ¢z & v & Temas A fsft gea &
o fARaRdr &1 gwridl @

e On December 4, 2025, Pakistan witnessed something both familiar and unsettling
4 feiaR 2025 & Tifdea™ A $& T < S ufefRra ot o1 3R er=rid wet arar i

o Field Marshal Asim Munir was formally appointed the country’s first Chief of Defence Force
(CDF) while still serving as Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
Bics AR T FAR B S0 TU 9 <=1 $T Ugar 9w 3w f$h-a Wi (CDF) Fgad
fopa o 9afes 3 snft oft < 31T St weTw (COAS) & g W T @

¢ Recent constitutional amendments handed him extensive authority
giferar HauT e WYY 3 3% aus ARPR yeH fay

e Many analysts quietly described it as a silent coup as no military on the streets no dramatic
announcements just a slow tightening of control
F [T 7 3 UdTd HIgde dSATIde Sarl Fifd 7 JS&1 IR 91 A HIs Aeh
HIvon afesh dHad FR R Frizror &1 Hama o1

o By late 2025 Pakistan had already experienced yet another shift in real power
2025 % 3id q% U< U SR bR aRafde T UiRae=T &1 SgHd HR gl U

e The 27th Amendment ushered in legal immunity curtailed judicial oversight and
centralised unprecedented authority in the hands of the military leadership

273 TN A BT ufare < =i fAaRe &1 i faar o siayd sifter & 9=
g & il | dfad fovar

e Gen. Asim Munir’s rise did not happen overnight
TR ST AR BT 3¢ SAHSD ol gl

e After Operation Sindoor where the public was told that Pakistan gained the upper hand
against India his stature grew

ﬁﬁ%%mﬁmﬁww%mﬁmﬁmwmmaﬁm

¢ His meetings with world leaders sometimes overshadowing the civilian Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif reinforced the impression that Pakistan’s elected government was no
longer steering the ship
fay Aarsit ¥ I7H! GATHTd B IR AR GUTH RTeaTe IRW & off e sredt ot
O I YROT A9 g% o Uifdea &1 fHaffad SRer s@ faxn ag 78 &R @

The first coup
Yg il d¥digeic

e Pakistan’s early years were turbulent
TIfh e & 3Tl a8 SRR B

o After Partition in 1947 seven Prime Ministers came and went within just 11 years
1947 & YT & 91 Had 11 qul § AT G 31T 3R MY

e Behind these political tremors lay a society divided along ethnic linguistic and regional
lines
S oI el & U JHTST BT ST HTTS 3R &g faums= o1

e One of the major factors behind political tension was language
SIS TTd BT Th U™ BHRUT HTET i

e The founding fathers made Urdu the national language contemplating it to be a unifying
force

HRIGHT A I I IFT UTHT FT 3R I THIHRUT ST AIHH HT
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However Urdu was spoken by only 3-5% of the population

Af I Had 3-5% SMETE! gRT et St off

Bangla on the other hand was the mother tongue of more than 50%

G SR T 50% A Siferes AN Bt ArqUTaT o

In 1952 widespread protests erupted in Dhaka demanding recognition of Bangla and
protesting the systemic neglect of East Pakistan

1952 T ST § qivel 3t A=y iR qdf uifpear &) IJuen & fRiy & aue sigia gu
This mobilisation on linguistic grounds gradually led to the rise of Sheikh Mujibur Rehman
g UINTS SMMTYUR TR g3 SHfiaer 4R ik e YoligR YgHE & 35T BT BRI a1

In 1958 a dramatic confrontation between Prime Minister Feroz Khan Noon and President
Iskander Mirza opened the door for the military’s entry into politics

1958 U3 fib W14 T SR APUd g¥baR fetl & oid capvra A 9T & Tt §
AR T I W fear

Mirza dismissed the Prime Minister imposed martial law and appointed General Ayub Khan
as Chief Martial Law Administrator
Ot = g &1 geran ARia |t av T SR SR 3E W &) W% AIRid 9 TsiifRe ey
CEIEI
Gen. Ayub Khan had his own ambitions
TR 3G WM DI 3Tl Tearobigny of
Within weeks he ousted Mirza sent him abroad and assumed control
$% g1 gl & 351 et &Y sruewy FR facwr O faar Sik wwr "uTe ot
Gen. Ayub justified the takeover in his political autobiography Friends not Masters
T RA 3G A 370 [HITaP MABY Friends not Masters T d&dTdac ol 3frd g
“From a soldier’s position there would be large scale disturbances across the country and
the civil authority would be incapable of dealing with the situation the Army alone could
step into the breach”
TP AP & VB J G 1R T TS =i g7 SR ARG w=ma=T S99 fAge & srmaf
BT Id dhael AT &1 SN 3T Febait A
Thus by imposing martial law Gen. Ayub thought he was shaping Pakistan’s destlny
U TSR UTRIE AT TR oFRd 3gd - 9l b 3 Ui &t a1
In 1959 Gen. Ayub declared himself Field Marshal without having won any war
1959 T FRA 3F A o1 ®13 & Siid W &1 Wies wRie wifvd fovan
It was Field Marshal Ayub Khan who later planned Operation Gibraltar and Grand Slam in
1965
Wi AR g W A aic § TuRIH frareex 3R 1965 &1 I ¥ TroHT 915
Operation Gibraltar was to invoke a local uprising in Kashmir

T 1 I HIR A T fAgig HsHmm o1
While Grand Slam aimed to capture Akhnoor which according to him was the jugular vein
of India
Tt Ag TAH BT A& SRR TR Hoall HRAT AT oI 3% SR YRE Bl JIER a1 HgT T[T
These plans failed
Y IS SRTEE 5!
The war that followed left Pakistan shaken and Gen. Ayub politically vulnerable and
unpopular across the country
S 91 U I A Ul & AR fam 3R SFRa 3RE &1 <X R H Ieifad U I
PHSR MR AP IT 571 fean

From Ayub to Yahya Khan
3YE I I @ 95

As the 1960s drew to a close Ayub’s rule became increasingly fragile
1960 & GRIP & 3(d qPH Y BT AT AR HHAR gl T

Economic inequality grew protests erupted and the once popular military ruler found
himself unwelcome on the streets

e SruTar 9¢! ueRiH gu ok F1ft Al A TS TSH! W BT 8 T
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e In 1969 exhausted and isolated he handed power to another military chief General Yahya
Khan
1969 T U 3R AT YT US Job 31T - I G¥R U4 TG Sl ATl W1 1 iy &t

e Gen. Yahya presided over Pakistan’s first general elections in 1970 a moment filled with
promise
SR GTET - Ui & 1970 & UG ST AT HIT ol ST Y R gL Y

¢ But when Sheikh Mujibur Rahman won a majority in East Pakistan while Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto dominated the West the military and the West Pakistani elite refused to accept the
democratic outcome
QAfh Te B YolgR IGHT A Gd UIfbar § qgHd g1 b 3R gfapedr areft 421 3
gf¥w o gacar a9 df 1 SR it uifewrit sifiema ot 3 diwaitie aiomm Wier
T U EHR IR fear

o What followed was brutal repression in East Pakistan a mass uprising and eventually the
1971 war with India
TP 91 TdT UIfpa | §= U §oM o fAgig HSHT 3R 3idd: 1971 HT YR & 14 T5
gl

e The war ultimately left Pakistan divided with the emergence of Bangladesh
Y GG 7 3fdd: U &1 fauTira o faar 3R Siare=T &1 37 gaf

e The defeat and surrender in Dhaka dealt a severe blow to Pakistan’s national psyche
TTHT § TR AR SATHETHUCT | UIBR BT AP AT IR TG ST Ug a1l

e Facing public anger and opposition within the army Gen. Yahya stepped down in December
1971
T STSHIRT TR AT & HaR faRIY &7 91 Ha U SR aren A faiaR 1971 § ug Bier

The Zia years
ferrs1dR

o As Pakistan attempted to rebuild Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto emerged as the political leader
S TR = GATHTOT B BRI Bt dl FIAPDPR el YT ISP Al & =0 T I

e But even Bhutto’s charisma and brilliance could not bridge Pakistan’s internal divides
Afp 1! 3 HR=aS B iR ufaur ff wfream & siale® faure= &) 78t ure gt

e His political style alienated various groups especially Urdu speaking citizens who felt
marginalised
! AeHIfad el 3 fafira ael fadive 3¢ urdt Ayt &) g1/ w ydd e

e Moreover the disputed 1977 elections plunged the country into chaos
U S(ATal faaTied 1977 & TATE! A X &1 SRISHdl § Shidb gl

e At this juncture Army Chief General Zia ul Haq seized power under Operation Fair Play
Y TS WR T U SR forar 3d g 7 ST B @ & dad ol giar ot

o He ousted Bhutto and later sent him to the gallows a wound that still aches in Pakistan’s
collective memory
3B Yl P e fHaT iR a8 & I Wit & it 31t ot urforea= &1 argfes wyfa &
dier &t

e Gen. Zia ruled for 11 years
SR foram = 11 qut ao e A

. Always sm|I|ng in photographs he combined discipline and ruthlessness

T aret for 3 SR 3R HaT &1 T 1Y ST

e Under his regime blasphemy laws were tightened jihadist ideology took root textbooks
were rewritten and opponents were crushed
I I H 3-1feT BT o fhu M Rierdl faarury vt ureagwad aqelt 71 iR
IR ot e

e Contrarily Pakistan's economic growth improved but Ayesha Siddiqa in Military Inc. calls
it rentier economic growth
U AUl urforead™ &1 enfes gfe ot o sma=m Ragi®T A st gxa® Military Inc. &
T IR anffe gfg wer

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page36



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

This growth was fuelled by foreign aid and the Afghan jihad rather than domestic strength
7 gt faesht eraen sk e frere @ ORkd ot 71 i wiq wereett @

Smuggling networks weapons trafficking and informal markets flourished under Gen. Zia
SRA 1T & GR & B3 Aead ARt &t el 3R sFIvie 99R B Ba

It was also Gen. Zia who planned terrorism in Kashmir

FRIR A dware 31 dror 1 SR o 3 8§18

His death in a mysterious plane crash in 1988 ended an authoritarian era but not the
military’s hold over Pakistan’s destiny

1988 | YUY fa|TH gefedT & 370t §g 7 Uh |ATGaTdt il H1 3id foar o urfdea
e W AT B} UPs UG 6l g5

A General as Chief Executive

TP TRA §&I FAPRI & &4 F

Benazir Bhutto won the 1988 elections becoming the hope of a wounded nation
SASTR YET = 1988 & AT Sl 7R UTAS XY B SATAT 51

But the Army establishment soon clipped her wings and her government fell within two
years

BT AT UFABT A St 81 I W B T 3R 3701 WHR & 961 & AR 78

The main reason was that Benazir was asserting herself and developing differences with
Army chief Mirza Aslam Beg

T HRUT TG AT fh S0k T Y =TT R 2 off SR 1 e et sy &1 9 wadlg
EERER)

The 1990s saw a cycle of hope and disappointment

1990 FT GRTH AT R RN & I 1 Wkt 71

Governments fell one after another Sharif Benazir Sharif again as Pakistan struggled to
define democracy

WEHR T & d1¢ U TR IRTW SR bR IRIw SR Ui didpad S TRy I i
el

In 1999 Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif reached out to India

1999 H YYTTHAT TITH TR o HRA B 3R 81U AT

The image of Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s bus rolling into Lahore inspired many across South
Asia

e fagr aroridt &) 99 &1 @eR uga I aféror eRmr & IRon

But while leaders extended hands of peace the Pakistani Army was planning something
else

QA S e =ifa B7 71U §¢T 3R U q9 Wbl A1 $© 3R & JIor1 &1 381 it

Gen. Pervez Musharraf secretly launched Operation Koh e Paima (Kargil)

TR TRAW YIRW - [ T Y TR Big T U1 (SRA) L= B

This operation aimed to seize strategic heights in Kashmir

Y A PT Ie HIUR B I0FIfaD difedl TR Hoall BT Ul

Carried out during India’s peace efforts it damaged Pakistan’s credibility and destroyed
trust between Musharraf and Sharif

YR & 2rifd v & SR fu 7T 39 i = urfewa ot Ay & Jea
U 3R YRR 9 IR & o9 fayre drs fean

By October 1999 Gen. Musharraf overthrew the elected government

SFER 1999 dF S-RA YIRW A Faffid TReR o) sy 32 faar

Unlike past dictators Gen. Musharraf presented himself as a reformer promoting media
openness decentralisation and enlightened moderation

fUza dFRIe! & fudid oFRe ¥R 3 e &1 GUYR® & &0 § U7 fovar ok wifear wdman
fabsteeor 3R Ugs IRAT Bi &1t b1

But beneath the modern veneer the military footprint remained strong

Af1 39 SMYFIP TaRVT & = BT B UH S Tolqd o1 o

A series of crises the suspension of Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry the Lal Masjid siege
and Benazir’s assassination eroded Musharraf’s support
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H3 el A Y YT ATaTeh=r 3fRER e 9t syafwatt ara afie SRied) ok aaei
B T 3 IR T THL TH IR

His party collapsed in the 2008 elections and he stepped aside

2008 & gATAl § 3! Uref @8 715 3R d g€ MY

From favourite to foe

forg A faish a9

Between 2008 and 2018, Pakistan saw four Prime Ministers — Yosuf Raza Gilani, Raja
Pravez Ashraf, Nawaz Sharif, and Shahid Khagan Abbasi — none completing a full
term
2008 | 2018 & dT U = TR FUTAHA — T AT, IS WA SRR, AT
W 3R 2Mfeg Wre R — 3@, 8 3 g;mmmquﬁmw
The civilian—-military tension remained a defining feature of governance

—A= 19 IR I $1 YT faiwar a1 3@
In 2018, Imran Khan, once the Army’s favourite, rose to power with promises of reform
and justice
2018 T IR @M, off St J1 & frg 3, GUR 3R <A & 181 & A1 I & 37T
Many in the Pakistani army believed he would be different
TIfpEATT 1 & Hs ANl B! Ay o fs I 3rert |ifad gt
But like Bhutto and Nawaz, he eventually challenged the very institution that had helped
elevate him
A YT 3R T B kg, Igi- Hl 3fda: I \RT B gt &} o 37 SR ugaran ot
The moment he tried to assert autonomy, he faced resistance
S B I TaraIar RITAT B P HIRAY B, 3= fARY BT a1 HA71 U7
Mr. Imran Khan became the first Pakistani Prime Minister to be removed through a no-
confidence vote
TR W U8 Ut ur=HET o+ o Sifayry wwara & JRka geran
Soon after, he was entangled in court cases, his party’s election symbol was stripped,
and he was jailed
H QXA 91G d AgTeret ATel § I, 37! e &1 g9 fag S forar man, ok 3% 9
Ut fear
Yet in the 2024 elections, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-backed independents won more than
90 seats, a testament to his enduring popularity

ﬁﬂlﬁzou%mﬁmmqw ey = 90 ¥ siftre e Sff,
S 37! RITH A fradr &1 UH @

Even so, a coalition led by Shehbaz Sharif, supported implicitly by the Army, formed the
government

TP TG YEaTd IRIP P AJd a1 Toa e, SR WIe TU | 91 BT G0 U, IR
T | g6 geil

Mr. Imran Khan remains popular but powerless, a reminder that in Pakistan, public
support alone does not guarantee political survival

SR W Abg Afed AfeTd= 91 gU &, o I8 a1e farar § & ufrea™ o Saa
SAHYA Ieae 3T B MREY A5t gar

Why the pattern persists
g oW Y 911 7§l @

Since its birth, Pakistan’s civilian governments have struggled to control the state

30 1= 9 Bl UTfh & &1 ARG WRBTY Ied WR Fra=or RIftd 353 & forg dof st g1
The early loss of Jinnah, deep ethnic and linguistic divides, corruption, radicalisation,

geopolitical entanglements, and the persistent weakness of civilian institutions have all
allowed the military to emerge as the country’s most cohesive and powerful organisation

o o1 e gog, TeR AT SR HTHTE fAUTeH, USTER, $ERUY, Y-ITo-HaP 3a30d,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page38



wiww.patriotici
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& faar
e The rise of Gen. Asim Munir is therefore not extraordinary
TR R SRAH TR 51 I SRTYRT 8T &
e |tis simply another chapter in the same story
g Had It BT BT TP 3R AT ©
o Until Pakistan rebuilds its political institutions, heals its internal divides, and
strengthens civilian governance, the cycle will continue
old db
AN T &1 AHGd o1 BT, Tg Ush gardl 1@
e The military will remain the shadow behind every government — silent steady and
always present

TT 8¥ PR & D TP BT -1 | — i fRT 3 Ieg Iufya
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U A wwarert o1 gafafon,

3Ta® faUTsHl &1 IUER, 3R

Chinas four global initiatives foreground a people -centred approach for peace

Associated Press
BEIJING

In 2025, Chinese President
Xi Jinping’s proposal of the
Global Governance Initia-
tive (GGI) at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
Tianjin Summit marked a
historic moment that reso-
nated around the world.
Proposed by China, the
four global initiatives - the
Global Development Initia-
tive (GDI), the Global Se-
curity Initiative (GSI), the
Global Civilization Initia-
tive (GCI), and the GGI -
together form a system of
public goods to address
global challenges, laying
out a clear framework to
advance the reform and
improvement of the global
‘governance system.

Each of the four initia-
tives has its own focus
while complementing one
another - promoting pros-
perity through shared de-
velopment, - safeguarding
stability through common
security, enhancing mu-
tual trust through mutual
learning among civiliza-
tions, and pursuing greater

needs of individuals, the
four global initiatives share
a distinctly clear value —
putting people first. The
building of a community
with a shared future for hu-
manity aims to enable peo-
ple of all countries to share
peace, development, and
dignity, and to create a bet-
ter future for human

common good through im-  society.

proved governance.
Together, they point to-
ward an open, inclusive,
clean and beautiful world
of lasting peace, universal
security and shared pros-
perity, providing clear stra-
tegic guidance for building
acommunity with a shared
future for humanity.
Concerned with human-
ity as a whole while also fo-
cusing on the concrete

‘The GDI clearly upholds
a  peoplecentred ap-
proach. It advocates safe-
guarding and improving
people’s livelihoods in the
course of development,
protecting and promoting
human rights. Itaims to en-
sure that development is
for the people, relies on
the people, and that its

fruits are shared by the pe- ~ dial

ople, so as to achieve all-

The four initiatives point toward an open, inclusive, and beautiful
world of lasting peace, universal security and shared prosperity. 4>

round human
development.

Without a peaceful and
stable environment, peo-
ple’s well-being cannot be
guaranteed. The GSI em-
phasises resolving diffe-
rences and disputes
among countries through
ialogue and consultation
by peaceful means, and

respecting the develop-
ment paths and social sys-
tems chosen independent-
ly by each country.

The purpose is to en-
sure that all countries en-
joy a peaceful and stable
external i

In the flourishing gar-
den of human civilisations,
the dignity of every nation
and every individual
should be protected, and
the value of every civilisa-
tion should be respected.

The GCI calls for pro-
moting the common va-
lues of humanity and sup-
ports people of all
countries to achieve their
shared pursuit of peace,
development, fairness, jus-
tice, democracy, and free-
dom through their own
choices.

People of all countries
should be the fundamental
participants and benefici-
aries of global governance.

Global g e can

enabling people all around
the world to live and work
in peace and contentment.

only gain wldespread sup-
port and public consent
when itis aimed at improv-

ing people’s well-being
with a real sense of gain.

The GGI explicitly calls
for “a people-centred ap-
proach” It stresses that
global governance system
should be reformed and
improved to ensure the
participation and benefits
of all peoples.

By providing new fi-
nancing channels for glo-
bal development, promot-
ing global climate
governance, and advanc-
ing international coopera-
tion on sustainable deve-
lopment, China has taken

approach. The traditional
Chinese values believed
that the people are the
foundation of a country
and only when the people
lead a good life can the
country thrive.

These values are what
shape today’s China, which
responds to people’s con-
cerns and pursues the larg-
er interests of all countries.

Chinese modernisation
remains firmly people-cen-
tered, and the global pu-
blic goods China provides
are likewise focused on
“people;” coordinating ef-

the lead in driving gover-  forts around their needs.
nance reform in areas such ThJs lS precisely the
as ional financial and value-based

architecture reform, artifi-
cial intelligence, climate
change, and trade, fully re-
flecting a people-centered

foundation upon which
the four global initiatives
have received broad recog-
nition.

China’s four global initiatives foreground a people-centred approach for peace

Fiifa & forg S-S fed @i o e ¢t 99 o ar

dfys ugd

China’s four global initiatives foreground a people-centred approach for peace.

99 1 TR Ay Ul ifd & fow =-Sfsa ef¥eior &1 wgear <l 8

In 2025, Chinese President Xi Jinping’s proposal of the Global Governance Initiative (GGI)
at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Tianjin Summit marked a historic moment that
resonated around the world.

2025 1, T =it forftia gr1 <aTs et e faurfor Rrer wad ¥ uxqd
gﬁgﬂﬂ% (GGI) 71 T Ui &1 Y Rifge foba, R 1w ot gfmn o
|

Proposed by China, the four global initiatives — the Global Development Initiative (GDI),
the Global Security Initiative (GSl), the Global Civilization Initiative (GCI), and the GGl —
together form a system of public goods to address global challenges, laying out a clear
framework to advance the reform and |mprovement of the global governance system.

4 gRT UATfad IR 9 Ugd — Taad (GDI), Rrenfedt
gfARefeq (Gs)), Taa RifaarsswE sk (Gei) sik cel — firas: afys Fafaal @
fAge & e wrasiAds axgasft &1 Te Jommel! ST §, ST af¥yes M Homelt & JUR 3R 3901 &
fore Uer Wy Tk TR el g
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Each of the four initiatives has its own focus while complementing one another — promoting
prosperity through shared development, safeguarding stability through common security,
enhancing mutual trust through mutual learning among civilizations, and pursuing greater
common good through improved governance.

IRY UG S-S YAHT AT § 3R Th-g¥R & b & — 1S b & [ o TG
DI FeTal ¢, YD YR&T & HIeqH I FRRAT 1 & BT, aarsdl & ol UIRWR® Ig &
oW d errrq“a"rﬁ%mam 3R g A & AT ¥ IS Aol fgd Bl AT
Together, they point toward an open, inclusive, clean and beautiful world of lasting peace,
universal security and shared prosperity, providing clear strategic guidance for building a
community with a shared future for humanity.

UHfed U 9, T Uge RIRT i, Qe JRe SR I 9 arelt T gal, JHrasi, W
3R Gex g1 B 3R Tbd B! &, 3R HadT & A1z Hiaw e gger & fafor & fow wy
Ui ANTERA TgH a8 |
Concerned with humanity as a whole while also focusing on the concrete needs of individuals,
the four global initiatives share a distinctly clear value — putting people first.

T AEdT &1 fofdT Fva gU SR WY B Afdadl & 31 SaRgddrsfi IR & dhigd Hd gy,
A IR AfF Uge U T Hed I3 IR § — ARN By yrdfirepen 1
The building of a community with a shared future for humanity aims to enable people of all
countries to share peace, development, and dignity, and to create a better future for human
society.

AT & I HiIST aTd Tqerd &1 faior Gt <= & an &t wifd, e ok 7ifvar aren
H H WeH T qUT HId FHIS P Y T 95k HIT® S BT 487 3191 6|
The GDI clearly upholds a people-centred approach.

GDI WY & ¥ SH-$fgd %

It advocates safeguarding and improving people’s livelihoods in the course of development,
protecting and promoting human rights.

g faaT &1 Ufcsan B ATl &t STSNTaem! BT YR&m SR YR, TUT AMATYSRI & W& 3R
aH B aPTad Rl 5l
It aims to ensure that development is for the people, relies on the people, and that its fruits
are shared by the people, so as to achieve allround human development.

DT I T8 AT ST § 9 fasrg @t & for 8), al R S &Y, 3R 3% wd
R & |1 WM b STy, aTfes |at iior wria faepry ured fovam o 9o |
Without a peaceful and stable environment, people’s well-being cannot be guaranteed.
Sifqul 3R RR ATTaRT & foeT Tt 1 T G et it of et
The GSI emphasises resolving differences and disputes among countries through dialogue
and consultation by peaceful means, and respecting the development paths and social
systems chosen independently by each country.

GSI 3= & st Haa! iR faare! &I wifagel adie! § Jarg ok W=l & 1w 3 gagm, audt
U S gRT Wad U I I T fIHr gy 3R IrATires yonferdt & TrT 634 IR OiR &l g
The purpose is to ensure that all countries enjoy a peaceful and stable external environment,
enabling people all around the world to live and work in peace and contentment.

P I5¥T I8 YT o3 ¢ fob ot <=t ot wifaguf ok RRR aret ardraror i, i
AT 1R & T S 3R AW &b 1Y I8 3R BT IR G |
In the flourishing garden of human civilisations, the dignity of every nation and every
individual should be protected, and the value of every civilisation should be respected.

AT GRSl & TG S H, T P 3R YD A BT TRHT BY & B S AT, 3R
TS T & Jed BT I foam ST Al

The GCI calls for promoting the common values of humanity and supports people of all
countries to achieve their shared pursuit of peace, development, fairness, justice, democracy,
and freedom through their own choices.

GCI AT & 131 Hed! &I TgTdl o BT MG BT § MR Tt 0 & ANl &Y 3o T &
faedl & ATerw  wifa, ™, e, <am, dieds 3R Tadadl Bt AT 3Mhiansil & U
P BT gHLT FRAT B
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People of all countries should be the fundamental participants and beneficiaries of global
governance.

Tt <=0 & AT Af¥e T & gend Te Ut ofR arHdf 819 =nfeul

Global governance can only gain widespread support and public consent when it is aimed at
improving people’s well-being with a real sense of gain.

Ay IR P AUS THAT 3R Frao+e Widta axt fire T 8 99 IUHT Ie=T arRafas®
Y BT UTGHT & 1Y AN 1 HalTs J GUR HAT 81

The GGl explicitly calls for “a people-centred approach.”

GGl T ¥  “T-Higd eRPIOr BT 3EH Bl 5

It stresses that the global governance system should be reformed and improved to ensure the
participation and benefits of all peoples.

Ig 39 §1d IR OIR odT ¢ fob afies e Jomelt § GuR SR Ia fasar S anfew arfes et
AT Bt UFTERT 3R ATy gRfdd 8 9ds |

By providing new financing channels for global development, promoting global climate
governance, and advancing international cooperation on sustainable development, China has
taken the lead in driving governance reform in areas such as international financial
architecture reform, artificial intelligence, climate change, and trade, fully reflecting a
people-centered approach.

Afiyes faehT o foTg T FamTdIooT <+1et et &, Afffeh STy AR 1 STl Sy SR el

fIhT TR SIRRIPTT YEUNT DI 3MHI TR, 7 8 foreita =T QuR, Sw gigw,
Saarg uikad= 3R SR S &5 & 2 GUR &1 3 9 & A a1 g, o Tt dRg &

- %ﬁﬂ?@ﬂﬁmﬁ‘mﬁ%

The traditional Chinese values believed that the people are the foundation of a country and

only when the people lead a good life can the country thrive.

IRARS F=t Gt &1 T ¢ {6 @t forsdt 3=1 3t Atq g1d 8, oiR Faa auft S o gt

TehdT § O @I 31T Sfta R

These values are what shape today’s China, which responds to people’s concerns and

pursues the larger interests of all countries.

T8 G TS P I BT 3MMBR 2 &, SN At Y FRirait o1 ST a1 § 3R Tt 2t & =

fodl BT ST Bl 5|

Chinese modernisation remains firmly people-centered, and the global public goods China

provides are likewise focused on people, coordinating efforts around their needs.

T SMYFAHIHROT T A T-Bfsd 1 3T §, 3R 14 §RT U $I W arelt dfie Fraeie

U off @R R HfEd §, U1 STBT STaRgHarstt & ST YA &1 TG Bl | |

This is precisely the emotional and value-based foundation upon which the four global

initiatives have received broad recognition.

T} 98 UG 3R Ted-SATTRA SMUR 8, o W 37 IR af¥ies ugal! & e Ardt ured

g3 ¢l
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Social security for gig workers must be
made accessible and secure in practice

T he day after the strike by a lakh or so gig

workers across India on December 31, the

CEO of one platform commended police
intervention to help the platform meet demand.
This backdrop was unmissable shortly after the
Labour Ministry had published draft Rules to op-
erationalise the refreshed labour codes for public
consultation. According to the Rules, these work-
ers will be inducted into the new framework only
on social security, not on wages or working con-
ditions, rendering their strike more urgent.
While the Code on Wages will apply across sec-
tors and job categories, it excludes gig work from
an ‘employment’ relationship for wage purposes.
Instead, it is being treated as distinct and the plat-
form is only obligated to make a gross contribu-
tion to a social security fund. The workers’ de-
mands, including over algorithmic rate cuts and
opaque incentive structures, thus remain unad-
dressed. Similarly, the OSH&WC (Central) Rules
are built around employer compliance via the
Shram Suvidha Portal, but this is a conventional
model that does not address concerns of app-me-
diated work. Only the social security changes are
concrete. The draft Rules here require gig work-
ers to register on a portal and every aggregator to
upload details of engaged workers and update
them every quarter. The Centre may also notify
additional eligibility conditions; in any case, a
worker must have engaged for at least 90 days
with an aggregator or 120 cumulative days across
aggregators in the financial year.

However, one calendar day can count as mul-
tiple days if a worker earns via multiple aggrega-
tors that day: if this helps workers qualify faster, it
does not constrain platforms on how they organ-
ise work. The windows could also penalise work-
ers for care-giving work or those responding to a
demand slump beyond their control. To these
ends, the draft Rules need to be redesigned so
that the social security they promise is accessible
and secure in practice. For instance, the 90- and
120-day thresholds must include explicit protec-
tions for illness, maternity and demand collaps-
es, and should not lapse because a worker had a
bad quarter. The Rules should also specify what
benefits exist, how disputes will be resolved, the
minimum benefits the Social Security Fund will
support, and a time-bound claims and appeals
process not dependent on platforms’ goodwill.
Finally, aggregators should give every worker a
periodic statement of jobs, hours logged, earn-
ings and deductions, and workers must be able to
contest irregular data. Without these changes,
the new regime will leave the insecurity that pro-
duced the strikes structurally intact.

High and dry
GELSEH)

o Social security for gig workers must be made
accessible and secure in practice

i gt & o aranfore qRen #f aaeR ° gay
3R GRI& =T ST AR

Gig workers and draft labour Rules

fnT gt v wdter ow foraw

o The day after the strike by a lakh or so gig workers
across India on December 31, the CEO of one
platform commended police intervention to help the
platform meet demand

31 fedaR &I ¥ YRd & T4 U ard fIRT adhd ot
FSATA & 3FTA &, Th WeWHIH b CEO - WehiH P
TR G A | Hag & U giere gxday o WRig1 o1

e This backdrop was unmissable shortly after the
Labour Ministry had published draft Rules to
operationalise the refreshed labour codes for public
consultation

T gRYfH dd Wy o 919 o9 wvArerd A ¢ 99 B
B AL B & forg weteT Fraw Ardwif—e wRrst gg
UhIIRId fbT

e According to the Rules, these workers will be
inducted into the new framework only on social
security, not on wages or working conditions,
rendering their strike more urgent

raal & SR 37 9fle! &1 U ol ¥ dHad JTferes
HR&T o foTQ I fosan e, Jeiget a1 s fRuferat
% foe 7Y, o9 39! gsdTa 3R depTd 81 T

¢ While the Code on Wages will apply across sectors
and job categories, it excludes gig work from an
‘employment’ relationship for wage purposes

FTailh a9 Pl Gt gl 3R st AforI TR A
BN, Tfp T8 I & 20 A i &l ) AR
Y I qIER @A §

¢ |Instead, it is being treated as distinct and the
platform is only obligated to make a gross

contribution to a social security fund

TP T 3 ST T T § SR Wewid bad
TS YR&T BV & e e o1 & [ a1 8
e The workers’ demands, including over algorithmic
rate cuts and opaque incentive structures, thus
remain unaddressed

U UHR TATNGH® o Feldt 3R 3RUy Hieirg
XA Afed dfie! @t Ot sFgesh 16 ord &

¢ Similarly, the OSH&WC (Central) Rules are built
around employer compliance via the Shram Suvidha
Portal, but this is a conventional model that does not

address concerns of app mediated work

33t TRE OSH&WC (Fta) Fraw s gfaem wider & ey 3§ fratear srgure W Smumia 8,
Qe T8 U SmuTiya o1 & RKidref &1 Jafid 78t e
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Only the social security changes are concrete

HIc ATHTS G&T I I3 URkad g 31 &

The draft Rules here require gig workers to register on a portal and every aggregator to
upload details of engaged workers and update them every quarter

Tg1 gter fraw T adh &1 tida W UsiaRor H=7 SR Tds Tiier o fFrafora yftret
1 faaRor srueie &R &R fanTe) 3rude FvA &1 avgddl §dTd §

The Centre may also notify additional eligibility conditions in any case a worker must have
engaged for at least 90 days with an aggregator or 120 cumulative days across
aggregators in the financial year

Fg sifafad urrar wd o ifigfd R Twar § feh oft fRufa o frht st 3 weltier & Ty
U A $9 90 a1 a1 faxfta af A fafte wiviexl & w1y a1 120 7 @ fovan g1 =nfee

However, one calendar day can count as multiple days if a worker earns via multiple
aggregators that day

e P13 4ftip T € fod #3 T A HH1E B ¢ O U Hae? AT &) 8 faaT
& = & T o Wb 8
If this helps workers qualify faster, it does not constrain platforms on how they organise
work
e TG AP doll A U B 91 §, O I8 Wewid & B & e R W ol Heal
The windows could also penalise workers for care giving work or those responding to a
demand slump beyond their control
Y I Y U BRI B a1t HiTe! a1 3o =01 | 918” |t § fRTae &1
FXA a1l Bl gfea ff FR THd §
To these ends, the draft Rules need to be redesigned so that the social security they
promise is accessible and secure in practice

2 Il & fore wdter Rl & gA: fEwrs oA &1 sirawgedar § aifes 9 fora wrfere
GR&T HT A16] HRA § I8 HATER W Y R Jrfer g

For instance, the 90 and 120 day thresholds must include explicit protections for iliness
maternity and demand collapses, and should not lapse because a worker had a bad
quarter

IeTeR0T & foT 90 SR 120 a1 oY st & St wgfar ik wivT & fiRTae & forg Ty
TR A ST BT 3R frdt 21ftres 1 @ fawmet 81 W U8 o =2t gt =

The Rules should also specify what benefits exist, how disputes will be resolved, the
minimum benefits the Social Security Fund will support, and a time bound claims and
appeals process not dependent on platforms’ goodwill

et & g5 oft Ty 811 1t o o 9 a1 Iuasy ¢, faarel &1 JuneT 9 gh, arETers
TR B o <gAaw el &1 Il H3, iR e g 9 rfie ufthar S Wewid #t
Fgraa R R T8

Finally, aggregators should give every worker a periodic statement of jobs hours logged
earnings and deductions, and workers must be able to contest irregular data

31 H TR @ Tw 1 31 Aeial Brd vel FHTE AR ettt o Frafi fyawor
&1 91TRT STR firep! 1 Siferafid SeT &t gl & & J&d g1 a1fgy

Without these changes, the new regime will leave the insecurity that produced the strikes
structurally intact

S URadH! & o1 TS STaRAT 39 SRYRET B! WXAATHP U A TYTad DTS o1 forq
m?ﬁﬁ\—ﬂ%m
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Uses of systematic
investment, transfer plans

Both these are methods of investment and not an investment product per se; understanding the

nuances of the two concepts would help you to deploy them to your benefit

INVEST OR TRANSFER?

Joydeep Sen
e are all fa-
miliar with
Systematic
Invest-

ment Plans (SIP) and to an
extent, Systematic Transfer
Plan (STP). The goal is simi-
lar: when you invest in a
disciplined manner over a
long period of time, the av-
erage cost of acquisition
works in your favour as
you purchase across mar-
ket cycles. There are cer-
tain differences as well,
between SIP and STP.

SIP, STP
SIP is a mandate given by
you to the Mutual Fund
(MF) where a certain sum
of money flows from your
bank to the MF at a defined
frequency, usually month-
ly, for investment in the de-
signated funds. In a STP,
you invest lump sum in a
fund, usually a liquid fund
and mandate the transfer
at a defined frequency,
usually monthly, into de-
signated funds of the same
MF. It is used to systemati-
cally transfer from the
source fund, say liquid
fund, usually to equity-
oriented funds. The pur-
pose is averaging out the
cost of acquisition across
market cycles. The reason
for using liquid or ultra
short term fund as the
source fund for STP is
these funds are stable in
performance. Both SIP and
STP are flexible i.e. you can
start or pause or stop at
any point if you so desire.
Though the purpose of

ee

SIP is a mandate given to
the MF where a sum of
money flows from your
bank to the MF ata
defined frequency

for investment in
designated funds

SIP and STP is the same,
there is a subtle difference.
SIP is a cash-flow solution.
You will earn the money
gradually over a period of
time via monthly salary or
income from business or
profession. Part of the in-
come will be invested. SIP
acts as a discipline; before
it is spent, it is channelised
into investments in MFs.
Cost averaging in a SIP is an
added advantage.

STP is a cost-averaging
solution. You have the mo-
ney; rather than investing
lump sum, you prefer to
average out investments. If
you keep the money in sav-
ings account, the ‘propen-
sity to spend’ comes into
play. Hence you park the
money in a defensive fund
viz. liquid or ultra short
term fund. Usually month-
ly, the defined amount
flows from the source fund
to the designated funds to
give you the advantage of
rupee cost averaging.

Wealth creation

SIP’s purpose is long-term
wealth creation. STP’s pur-
pose is strategic deploy-
ment of lump sum to aver-
age out. In STP, the
amount in the source fund,
continues to earn. If you
have deployed in a liquid

ee

STP is a cost-averaging
solution; you prefer to
average out investments;
you park the money in a
defensive fund viz. a
liquid fund or an ultra
short-term fund

or ultra short-term fund,
usually the accrual level is
more than that of bank sav-
ings account, comparable
to bank fixed deposits. In
STP, in case there is a sig-
nificant correction in the
equity market you can take
a call on timing the market
and transfer the balance
amount one-shot from li-
quid to designated funds.

Taxation

In the growth option of
MFs, you pay tax when you
redeem i.e. you don’t have
to pay tax every year. In a
SIP, there are multiple
dates of investment. The
basis of taxation is called
First-In-First-Out  (FIFQ)
i.e. the initial date of invest-
ment in the fund is consi-
dered first, then the se-
cond investment and so
on, matched with the re-
demption price to com-
pute capital gains. In a STP,
you are redeeming from
source fund and have to
pay tax on capital gains till
that point of time. When
you redeem from the de-
signated funds after a long
period of time, it is FIFO.

Other use of STP

The other dimension is de-
risking or rebalancing
portfolio. You would have

Uses of systematic investment, transfer plans

a certain portfolio alloca-
tion e.g. 60% to equity. Let
us say allocation to equity
is higher than planned and
you do not wish to with-
draw from the equity mar-
ket. In such a situation, you
may start profit booking at
the margin. It is here STP
comes in handy. From the
equity funds, you desig-
nate a certain sum to be
transferred to, say, a liquid
fund. The benefit is profit
booking and rebalancing is
averaged out rather than
timing the market. Since
no one knows the market
peak, you average it out via
STP. At the end of the STP,
your allocation comes
back to the intended level.

Suitability

SIP is suited more for sala-
ried individuals or those
with regular earnings. STP
is for those who earn in ir-
regular chunks so that the
acquisition cost is averaged
out. For salaried indivi-
duals, STP is useful when
you receive a chunk e.g.
bonus or windfall. The oth-
er dimension of STP is
anyone may need gradual
rebalancing of portfolio.

Conclusion
Both of these are methods
of investment (or withdra-
wal as in the case of other
use of STP) and not an in-
vestment product per se.
The usage depends on
your objectives and finan-
cial situation e.g. available
funds. You can combine
the two i.e. SIP for regular
income and STP for lump
sum deployments.

(The writer is is a corpo-
rate trainer (financial mar-
kets) and author)

YUITARTT (a1, S Iw Fio1s & SuahT

¢ Both these are methods of investment and not an investment product per se; understanding
the nuances of the two concepts would help you to deploy them to your benefit
3 &) A ) fafra § iR e # faw Iaure 1 §; 37 < srauronsh it aRifesal
U HUD! S 30 AIH o [T ITAN = H Hag ST

o We are all familiar with Systematic Investment Plans (SIP) and to an extent, Systematic
Transfer Plan (STP).
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&9 3uff Rveiifes gaede WM (SIP) 3R $9 &< d&
Rrecfesd Tiaw: @ (STP) ¥ uRRId 1

e The goal is similar: when you invest in a disciplined manner
over a long period of time, the average cost of acquisition
works in your favour as you purchase across market cycles.

IR THM §: 9 310 s T deb SRR a9 e
Hd 8, O 3N ARRISUr ARTd 39 et | BT Hdt § Hifd
317y e ok =sh! & wdied g1

e There are certain differences as well, between SIP and STP.

BT SIP 3R STP & o9 % 3R it g

SIP, STP
SIP, STP

¢ SIP is a mandate given by you to the Mutual Fund (MF) where a certain sum of money flows
from your bank to the MF at a defined frequency, usually monthly, for investment in the
designated funds.

SIP a8 fA3X 8 ST 31U Wg3rd Hs (MF) &1 3d &, 5w uep fAfya Af¥r emues §a § MF A
fuffea smafy wR, smyaR W mfes, Ay wel o faw & fog S 81

e Ina STP, you invest lump sum in a fund, usually a liquid fund and mandate the transfer at a
defined frequency, usually monthly, into designated funds of the same MF.

STP #, 319 fardlt s H T HRd A% xd §, SMHIR W fafdrs Bhe H, 3k 3 MF & fAfdy
el # Fufia 3mgiy W, 3R W AR, TRIHR &1 Few 2 8

e |tis used to systematically transfer from the source fund, say liquid fund, usually to equity-
oriented funds.

2 IId He, o fafers s, T SR R Sfehdt-37 Bal # JUMeiNTd &9 ¥ TRIHR &1 &
fore SuavT fpan ST R
e The purpose is averaging out the cost of acquisition across market cycles.

TTP] I ISR Ishl H SIFRUEUr ANTd BT 3 d BT B |

e The reason for using liquid or ultra short term funds as the source fund for STP is these funds
are stable in performance.

STP & o Wi % & = # ffers a1 areey T o hg BT IUTUNT HR &1 HRUT TG § [ 3
TS UexH H fRR 81 7
o Both SIP and STP are flexible i.e. you can start or pause or stop at any point if you so desire.
SIP 3R STP I rdid § 3rfd 3y =g ot ot ot I 3, Jh a1 5 = Il B
e Though the purpose of SIP and STP is the same, there is a subtle difference.
TS SIP 3R STP FT 3230 TUF 2, A T Y& IR 2|
e S|P is a cash-flow solution.
SIP U $=I-T FHIYTH &
e You will earn the money gradually over a period of time via monthly salary or income from
business or profession.
39 TAg & 1y efR-R TR e a1 A Sryar U= § S & |y ¥ U ST B
e Part of the income will be invested.
3T BT Uep fgea o fosar e |
e SIP acts as a discipline; before it is spent, it is channelised into investments in MFs.
SIP SfIRIEH & %0 H 1 Bl §; T g1 4 Ugd 59 MF # (a1 & forg FERa fopan Siran g
e Cost averaging in a SIP is an added advantage.
SIP & ®ive TavfonT ue sifafkad ey g1
e STP is a cost-averaging solution.
STP U& B TARIHT IHIY ¢
e You have the money; rather than investing lump sum, you prefer to average out investments.
31U T U7 BT 8; THYRA A B &b Tl 37T A3 Y 3G 31 UE I

o If you keep the money in a savings account, the ‘propensity to spend’ comes into play.

g 3T U1 §9d @Td H 3@d g, Il “Gd B St Ughr gua & 31l g
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Hence you park the money in a defensive fund viz. liquid or ultra short term fund.

ST 3T U1 TP &S s W 7Wd &, o fafers a1 et 2 e Bg|

Usually monthly, the defined amount flows from the source fund to the designated funds to
give you the advantage of rupee cost averaging.

IR R AR =0 J, FHyiid IR Oid e J iy el & Sl & aifes 3imue! $udm |
3NFd T AT fBrd |

Wealth creation

Tufy gor

SIP’s purpose is long-term wealth creation.

SIP F1 3% idw1iere Jufy go 71

STP’s purpose is strategic deployment of lump sum to average out.
STP &1 IeXd THYRA A T 0D ITANT HX 3 AT ¢ |

In STP, the amount in the source fund continues to earn.

STP H, 9id b H Tt I HATS WRY [adt g

If you have deployed in a liquid or ultra short-term fund, usually the accrual level is more than
that of a bank savings account, comparable to bank fixed deposits.

trl%&rrqﬁﬁ*r%m&mmz‘zﬁm—s'ﬁﬁémm% IR W 35 TR §& 99d 9@
31 BT 2, 3R S fthaRs fEuiRe % THH BT 2

In STP, in case there is a significant correction in the equity market you can take a call on
timing the market and transfer the balance amount one-shot from liquid to designated funds.

STP #, afe 3férdt SR & Aol GUR BiaT 8, f 31T SIeIR &1 98 gdR QY AR i
THRd fafers ¥ iy el & T R 9 g

Taxation
DU

In the growth option of MFs, you pay tax when you redeem i.e. you don’t have to pay tax
every year.

MF & WY fasre &, 319 RSTRA & T3 R gobTd & 3rufd gR a1et o e o1 gl
In a SIP, there are multiple dates of investment.

sIP & faw & &8 fafdi i €1
The basis of taxation is called First-In-First-Out (FIFO) i.e. the initial date of investment in
the fund is considered first, then the second investment and so on, matched with the
redemption price to compute capital gains.

PHRIYM BT YR B -51-1 -3¢ (FIFO) HBadT 8, 31ufd s H ugal Fawr fafy &1 uga
AT ST &, bR gy faw, ok <3t U, o) RS e @ e doivTd @1y & TorT b
ST &1
In a STP, you are redeeming from source funds and have to pay tax on capital gains till that
point of time.

STP #, 310 Tid trs J REH #Ra § 3R IU THY I & YuiNTd a1y WR IR o1 gial 8

When you redeem from the designated funds after a long period of time, it is FIFO.

T T o T 91 (A el & R 323 8, 91 I8 FIFO % 39R g1 2|

Other use of STP
STP &1 39 SUANT

The other dimension is derisking or rebalancing portfolio.

TH 3] UGS SAH HH BT a1 NEHIHerat &1 A ga ¢

You would have a certain portfolio allocation e.g. 60% to equity.

3{Tqd U T FAf3d UIcwIferl sfide giaT §, oY 60% Sfthel ||

Let us say allocation to equity is higher than planned and you do not wish to withdraw from
the equity market.
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A b et & srde a9 it g1 T § SR oy Sfrdt oIk & a1eR 78t R

rgd|

In such a situation, you may start profit booking at the margin.

ot fRyfa &, oy Hiftra =0 I arH giHT & IR @ g

It is here STP comes in handy.

Tgt STP ITIRT A1ferd gram &

From the equity funds, you designate a certain sum to be transferred to, say, a liquid fund.

Sfencl B ¥ 3 T FAfda i &Y, IaeR & f, fifers e o iR & forg iferd ava 21

The benefit is profit booking and rebalancmg is averaged out rather than timing the market.

gmwuag%%wugﬁm TRIE TSR &1 IHY 99 6 & Fo1d 39d &0 § gl
I

Since no one knows the market peak, you average it out via STP.

Hifer BIg 1 TR & R BT g A, TAAT 31T STP & T U 3H 39d PR 5 |

At the end of the STP, your allocation comes back to the intended level.

STP & 3id H, 3T 3flde fthr ¥ Fufftd TR R o S g

Suitability
SUYaddr

SIP is suited more for salaried individuals or those with regular earnings.

SIP a9l safaaal ar Faftra ema arell & fore if¥e Suged g

STP is for those who earn in irregular chunks so that the acquisition cost is averaged out.
STP 3 @Il & forg B S sifafira foeal & FHHTS &xd § dTieh SIfTIgur anTd 3ivid 8l I |
For salaried individuals, STP is useful when you receive a chunk e.g. bonus or windfall.
ATt Afaaal & forg, STP aa ITANT BT § 519 3! Bis et AR e g, o a - ar
SR 1|

The other dimension of STP is that anyone may need gradual rebalancing of their portfolio.
B§FTP WgEﬁ 317 U5 I8 & o st o1 ot iidwiferal o1 fR-4R grefqer & oY sita=ads

SEXIN

Conclusion

e

Both of these are methods of investment (or withdrawal as in the case of other use of STP)
and not an investment product per se.

J g e ) fafdai € (@1 STP & 3/ IuanT # i T 3k W # fawr Idre 761 |
The usage depends on your objectives and financial situation e.g. available funds.

ST ST TIPS Ie=al 3R faxiia fRufa = ARk Fvar g, 99 Iuersy ¢F|

You can combine the two i.e. SIP for regular income and STP for lump sum deployments

39 ST B TS R T §, Srufd Fafia oma & faw sip ok teqed fFaw & faw sTP
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1.

Red Fort blast accused used ‘ghost’ SIM cards to stay in touch with
handlers in Pak

ATd fpdT YHTd & RN A UrfpTa= & esad I Jus & fore ae R
PTIS BT ST fpar

2. | Centre relaxes norms for start-ups to get funds from DSIR
&% A WIE-3d $i DSIR | st & forg el 7 e &t

3. | Gandhinagar typhoid surge due to water pipeline leak
TR | Ut $1 urguarsy diee & SR CEHISS HIHA §¢

4. | Unusual genetic code in Antarctic microbes yields rare amino acid
JeThied JeAasial § SRV ATIARISG BIs I gaH HI This wra

3T
5. garegivers shoulder Huntington’s Disease weight with little aid

@Y A aTell U gfre 77 &1 sy, AgTadT 95 HH
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Red Fort blast accused used

ghost’ SIM cards to stay in

touch with handlers in Pak.
IGSULSET ... ]

Press Trust of India
SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI

Investigations into the
“white-collar” terror mo-
dule linked to the blast
near Delhi’s Red Fort on
November 10 last year
which claimed 15 lives
show that doctors used a
sophisticated web of
“ghost” SIM cards and en-
crypted apps to coordinate
with Pakistani handlers, of-
ficials claimed on Sunday.

Dual-phone protocol
The officials said “ghost”
SIM cards were being used
by the arrested doctors as
part of a tactical “dual-
phone” protocol to evade
security agencies.

Each accused, including
Dr. Umar Un Nabi, who
was killed while driving the
explosives-laden vehicle,
carried two to three mo-
bile handsets, they said.

Compromised SIM cards
remained active on messaging
platforms across the border

The accused carried one
“clean” phone registered
in their own names for per-
sonal and professional use
to avoid suspicion, and
another was the “terror
phone” used exclusively
for WhatsApp and Tele-
gram communication with
their handlers in Pakistan.

The SIM cards for these
secondary devices were is-
sued in the names of un-

suspecting civilians whose
Aadhaar details were mis-
used, the officials said.

The security agencies
noted a disturbing trend
where these compromised
SIM cards remained active
on messaging platforms
across the border in Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) or Pakistan. By ex-
ploiting features that allow
messaging apps to run
without a physical SIM in
the device, the handlers
were able to direct the mo-
dule to learn IED (impro-
vised explosive device) as-
sembly via YouTube and
plot “hinterland” attacks.

To plug these security
gaps, the Centre had is-
sued a directive on Novem-
ber 28 last year, mandating
that app-based communi-
cation services must be
continuously linked to an
active, physical SIM card
within the device.

Red Fort blast accused used ‘ghost’ SIM cards to stay in touch with handlers
in Pak

Td fhar ¢\ e & AR A nifa™ | gsad A Jus & forg aie R o168 &1
SXAHTA far

¢ Investigations into the “white-collar” terror module linked to the blast near Delhi’s Red
Fort on November 10 last year, which claimed 15 lives, show that doctors used a
sophisticated web of “ghost” SIM cards and encrypted apps to coordinate with Pakistani
handlers, officials claimed on Sunday.

fUd 91d 10 FdaR ! fawelt & ard frd & U gU 4o 9 IS “@Tee-hIar” TP Alsgd
oI S H, o 15 AN $ Hid €3, T8 I 3T b STae’) 1 urfpwa fRyd gsad 3
TS H1 & fIe ave R +18 3ik uRpds T &1 wifed Aead swara fasan, siftraiial
F IAqaR ! gran forar|

Dual-phone protgcol
FHA-BI

e The officials said “ghost” SIM cards were being used by the arrested doctors as part of a
tactical “dual-phone” protocol to evade security agencies.
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RIPTRTT A BT i RRUATR STee] gRT YR&M TRl & g9 & g ues woriifies “gar-
B MEIaia & TR & T § v’ R $18 &1 Iy farar o g7 ol

Each accused, including Dr. Umar Un Nabi, who was killed while driving the explosives-
laden vehicle, carried two to three mobile handsets, they said.

3 Hg b Ud® R, {5 8. IR 3 9« e §, S fapies ¥ vt
TIAT I8 ¥ 3R AR 7T, &I F i Aiarsd g8AC AR Iad o

The accused carried one “clean” phone registered in their own names for personal and
professional use to avoid suspicion, and another was the “terror phone” used exclusively
for WhatsApp and Telegram communication with their handlers in Pakistan.

RIUT Ueh “JIB” B 30 7 TR AfFaiTd MR UaR IUNT & g 37 & 1 fpadt &
T A8, 3R TR U7 “eR B, Sl Had UIfeped # U g8 & WhatsApp 3R
Telegram WW@%WB@W@W Tl

The SIM cards for these secondary devices were issued in the names of unsuspecting
civilians whose Aadhaar details were misused, the officials said.

[ e fb 371 Abel fargdt & o R »18 e ARR®I & 919 W) SR foy
T ¥, 5% STYR faavor &1 geuanT far |
The security agencies noted a disturbing trend where these compromised SIM cards

remained active on messaging platforms across the border in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) or Pakistan.

YR&IT TARIGY = T fRidToie = < b 3 G fbq 7Y Ry 1< WA uR & AARAT
IR R UIfbwITH-saa fRId FRHR (PoK) aT UTfdbwar H Ifshd 384 U

By exploiting features that allow messaging apps to run without a physical SIM in the
device, the handlers were able to direct the module to learn IED (improvised explosive
device) assembly via YouTube and plot “hinterland” attacks.

fearsy & Hifae Rm & foamr A2 Tow Tam #t gawrsl o1 Bre Ioex, gsad Hisyd

F! IED (SHNATE<S TaHw g f&argd) 3’dell YouTube & ATAH I WEH 3R “fgeds”
T &1 TiorT 991 H e 3|

To plug these security gaps, the Centre had issued a directive on November 28 last year,
mandating that app-based communication services must be continuously linked to an
active, physical SIM card within the device.

2 GRET WY B R A & e, g PR A o e 28 TdaR &1 U 3w SR b,
%ﬁéﬂgﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂ%@@ﬂhﬂﬁﬂﬂ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬂm%m
S
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Centre relaxes norms
for start-ups to get
funds from DSIR

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Sunday re-
laxed the norms for deep-
tech start-ups to get finan-
cial assistance from the De-
partment of Scientific and
Industrial Research.

At the 42nd foundation
day celebrations of the
DSIR, Union Science and
Technology Minister Jiten-
dra Singh announced the
removal of the three-year
viability criteria for deep-
tech start-ups to get finan-
cial assistance of up to ¥
crore under the Industrial
Research and Develop-
ment Promotion Pro-
gramme of the depart-
ment.

The DSIR extends finan-
cial assistance up to %
crore to start-ups under its
IRDPP only if they prove to
be sustainable and viable

——

e X
Jitendra Singh

for a minimum period of
three years.

Describing the move as
an incentive to accelerate
and sustain start-ups, Mr.
Singh said, “The removal
of the three-year existence
requirement is a significant
incentive to help deep-tech
start-ups scale faster, even
before they are fully on
their own.” However, the
start-ups will have to main-
tain appropriate evalua-
tion standards linked to
technological maturity, he
said.

Centre relaxes norms for start-ups
to get funds from DSIR

¥ A WIE-3tH $I DSIR A e U
& fore gl & S &

e The Centre on Sunday relaxed the norms
for deeptech start-ups to get financial
assistance from the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research (DSIR).

IR B Ig A SULP WIE-3TH D! AFTDH
3R e srgwieT faurT (DSIR) ¥ fasfta
HETIdT UTe = o ford foramt & da i

e Atthe 42nd foundation day celebrations
of the DSIR, Union Science and Technology
Minister Jitendra Singh announced the
removal of the three-year viability criteria for
deeptech start-ups to get financial
assistance of up to ¥1 crore under the
Industrial Research and Development
Promotion Programme (IRDPP) of the
department.

DSIR & 42d RTYT feaw GuRIE 4, $sd
fagm SiR Wit w=h fords fRig 7 Slues
TWIE-3 & forg faymT & shenfire sraziem
3R fapry Haelq #riwH (IRDPP) & d8d %1
IS a9 B! faxia Tgraar urd &4 & e
T ITe B RITRIE AFES g &I 9Ivo & |

e The DSIR extends financial assistance up
to ¥1 crore to start-ups under its IRDPP only
if they prove to be sustainable and viable for
a minimum period of three years.

DSIR 30U IRDPP & d8d ¥TC-36H &l Had
It &1 PRIe 9P @ folg Fgaar a2 S99
HH Y HH dIF 9ul db Tdd 3R Adgrd g1
BT U S|

e Describing the move as an incentive to accelerate and sustain start-ups, Mr. Singh said,
“The removal of the three-year existence requirement is a significant incentive to help
deep-tech start-ups scale faster, even before they are fully on their own.”

T HeH Bl WS- B avll | e 3R 9918 /A F fore wieare= sard gu ot Rig 3 &,
9 TS B RATYT ATTRID T B BT Uh TgaYUl M8 ¢ off SIU-Ch T -0 i
JB! I RE ¥ WA 8- A Ul gl doil ¥ fasRid 819 & #ag s 1

o However, the start-ups will have to maintain appropriate evaluation standards linked to

technological maturity, he said.

BIellih, 3514 Hol [ XCTE-3CH B AP-IP! URUSdl I Ig IFUd Jeaid= AFDI B! 1

G BRI
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Gandhinagar
typhoid surge
due to water
pipeline leak

Press Trust of India
AHMEDABAD

Union Home Minister and
Gandhinagar Lok Sabha
member Amit Shah on
Sunday directed the city’s
administration to work on
a war footing amid the
emergence of nearly 100
cases of suspected ty-
phoid, the Gujarat govern-
ment said.

Due to leakage in a wa-
ter pipeline, cases of sus-
pected typhoid were re-
ported in Sectors 24, 28,
and Adivada area of Gand-
hinagar city a few days ago,
the State government said
in a release.

So far, 113 cases of sus-
pected typhoid have been
detected in the State capi-
tal. Of these, 19 patients
have been discharged after
treatment, while 94 are un-
der treatment.

ngdhinagar typhoid surge due to water pipeline leak
MR § U 1 Ursuars— dido & GRUI CIRHIES
A 96

¢ Union Home Minister and Gandhinagar Lok Sabha member Amit
Shah on Sunday directed the city’s administration to work on a war
footing amid the emergence of nearly 100 cases of suspected
typhoid, the Gujarat government said.

: = iR MR Aeay Jea T e A FAIR B W
YR B THHT 100 HSERUG STSHISS HIHE! & U & dd

SR FRATS B T G a1, ST 3 ToRTd SRS 3 9a|

¢ Due to leakage in a water pipeline, cases of suspected typhoid

were reported in Sectors 24, 28, and Adivada area of Gandhinagar

city a few days ago, the State government said in a release.

$S &1 Uga Ul @1 ursuars | Ra & HRU TR W8R &

AFeR 24, 28 AR ATSATST &7 & VLTS cISHISS AWa! &1 gal

forett, ST T o0 IR 3 T S | Fall

e So far, 113 cases of suspected typhoid have been detected in the

State capital.

%&Ww, T Bt AU T 113 HEGRUG SISHISS ARl BT udl Il
I

o Of these, 19 patients have been discharged after treatment, while

94 are under treatment.

sqfr'@r,%s TSI $I SAT & 916 GBI ¢ &l TS §, AT 94 BT Ferrel

EEEG K]
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Unusual genetic code in Antarctic
microbes yields rare amino acid

A recent pioneering study may enable scientists to engineer proteins with previously unknown functional advantages; this advancement could facilitate novel bioengineering

approaches, allowing researchers to manipulate bacteria to produce valuable materials, according to independent experts

Sayantan Datta

he dictionary of life has a new

update. A DNA sequence that

signals cells in almost all other

organisms to stop synthesising
proteins instead encodes a rare amino
acid in some archaea, according to a
study published in Science in November.

aea are microbes that resemble

bacteria in shape and size but are
biologically distinct.

Calling the study “the first of its kind,”
Bose Institute, Kolkata, biological sciences
associate professor Abhrajyoti Ghosh said
the discovery could help scientists.
engineer proteins with “functional
advantages that have been hitherto
unknown.” Dr. Ghosh studies how
archaea respond to stress.

The study’s findings provide “yet
another fantastic example of how biology
hides secrets that drive biotechnology
innovation,” University of California,
Berkeley, chemistry professor and study
coauthor Alanna Schepartz said ina
statement.

Reading the dictionary

By the late 1960s, scientists had identified
the set of rules that dictate how a
sequence of DNA corresponds to the
order in which amino acids are placed in
proteins. These rules came to be called
the genetic code.

At the heart of this code are the four
nitrogen-containing bases that are a part
of DNA: adenine (A), guanine (G),
cytosine (C) and thymine (T). Each amino
acid in a protein corresponds to a
three-base-long sequence of DNA — ak.a.
atriplet codon. For example, a codon
consisting of three thymines (TTT)
corresponds to the amino acid
phenylalanine, while TTA encodes
leucine.

The genetic code is a dictionary of 64
such codons. Of these, 61 ‘sense’ codons
together encode 20 common amino acids.
The remaining three, called ‘stop’ codons,
don’t correspond to any amino acid.
Instead, when the protein-making
‘mechanism encounters them, it
terminates the protein chain.

Exceptional archaea

This code is for the most part common to
all living organisms. Exceptions are rare.
Some notable ones include the bacterium
Mycoplasma, where the stop codon TGA
encodes the amino acid tryptophan. In
human beings, the same stop codon
encodes the rare amino acid
selenocysteine, used in a small number of
proteins. In a few proteins in some
archaea, the stop codon TAG doubles up
as a code for another rare amino acid,
pyrrolysine (Pyl).

Gt

4

humans. THEKNOWHOWE (CC BY-SA)

Even in archaea where TAG is known to
sometimes encode Pyl, scientists had
until recently believed these organisms
usually “use TAG as a stop codon, except
in the very few enzymes in which Pyl
occurs,” the authors of the Science study
wrote in their paper.

That is now set to change. In their
study, the authors reported certain
archaea where the TAG codon has been
completely repurposed. These organisms
read the TAG codon as a signal for Pyl not
occasionally but always: i.e. every time
there is a TAG codon in the organisms’
DNA, they incorporate Pyl ina protein
chain.

This “genome-wide incorporation of
Pyl at TAG codons™ has led the team to
propose “the existence of a previously
unrecognised genetic code,” the authors
wrote. Dubbed the ‘Pyl code’ by the team,
it has 62 sense codons instead of the usual
61. And they code for 21 amino acids
instead of the conventional 20.

Predicting proteins
The authors used computational methods
to identify nine kinds of archaea where
the TAG codon appeared to have been
completely repurposed to encode Pyl.
From these, they chose two archaea for
experiments. One of these was
Methanococcoides burtonii, which grows
in the extremely low temperatures of
Antarctic lakes. The other was
Methanomethylophilus alvi, found in the
human gut.

From these archaea, the researchers
extracted proteins, fragmented them, and
used a technique called mass

The dictionary of life has a new update

Siad & MSHIY H TP =47 3UsT

A DNA sequence that signals cells in almost all other organisms to stop synthesising proteins
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The study’s findings provide “yet
another fantastic example of how
biology hides secrets that drive
biotechnology innovation

ALANNA SCHEPARTZ
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

spectrometry to identify the constituent
amino acids. They found 54 proteins “not
previously shown to contain Pyl,” they
wrote. The proteins they identified play
diverse roles in these organisms,
including replicating DNA and producing
energy. This led the authors to conclude
that “M. burtonii and M. alvi archaea have
adopted a non-standard genetic code with
62 sense codons encoding 21 amino acids
and only two stop codons”.

The finding might require scientists to
rethink how they predict protein
sequences for these organisms. Typically,
predicting the protein encoded by a gene
requires researchers to read codons using
the standard genetic code. But now,
scientists must use the Pyl code,
“interpreting all TAG codons as coding for
Pyl for correct protein prediction,” the
authors have argued.

Bacteria as factories

The study’s potential applications involve
bioengineering, where researchers can
manipulate bacteria to produce useful
materials. The study’s findings could help

and the rarer amino acid selenocysteine in

researchers “incorporate Pyl in proteins
at desired positions,” Tanweer Hussain,
associate professor of developmental
biology and genetics at the Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru, said. Dr.
Hussain studies how organisms build
protein from their DNA blueprints.

His enthusiasm may be well founded.
In their study, the Berkeley researchers
genetically modified Escherichia coli, a
common bacterium, to express the
archaeal cellular machinery required to
read the Pyl code and incorporate Pyl in
proteins. They also engineered the
bacterium to express a protein whose
sequence had a TAG codon in the middle.
If this setup worked, the bacteria would
read this TAG codon as Pyl-coding, add
Pyl at that location, and produce the
complete protein. Otherwise, the TAG
codon would signal ‘stop’, and the
bacteria would produce a shorter protein.

Extracts from these bacteria confirmed
that they had produced the complete
protein. That is: they could indeed use the
archaeal machinery to produce
Pyl-containing proteins.

The discovery of the Pyl code has
scientists excited. Both Dr. Hussain and
Dr. Ghosh are keen to know more about
the role of Pyl in proteins.

“Does Pyl incorporation confer the
archaea a fitness advantage in their
natural environments?” Dr. Ghosh asked.

He anticipated that future research
could soon offer an answer.

(Sayantan Datta is a faculty member at
Krea University and an independent science
Journalist. dattasayantan95@gmail.corn)

THE GIST

The genetic code is a
dictionary of 64 codons. Of
these, 61 sense codons
encode 20 amino acids. The
remaining three, called stop
codons, don't correspond to
any amino acid. Instead,
when the protein mechanism
encounters them, it
terminates the protein chain
v

When the authors extracted
proteins from archaea, they
found 54 not previously
shown to contain Pyl. This led
the authors to conclude that
the archaea have adopted a
non-standard genetic code
with 62 sense codons
encoding 21 amino acids and
only two stop codons

v

Berkeley researchers modified
Escherichia coli giving it the
ability to incorporate Pyl in
proteins. They also
engineered it to express a
protein whose sequence had
a TAG codon in the middle.
The bacteria read the TAG
codon and add Pyl, producing
the complete protein

instead encodes a rare amino acid in some archaea, according to a study published in
Science in November

Science T AdaR H YHIIRId Uh (4T & 38R,

T DNA 3ehH Sl @y 9t o= Sital o

HIRIBIST P UIEH UATU AP BT Tbd &ell &, PO IMIHAT H T gAY AT 3 P

THIS IR &

Archaea are microbes that resemble bacteria in shape and size but are biologically distinct

nféar U8 gerrolia € S 3R 3R sae # Saiiar o gid § Al Sfd® wu @ fir €1d §

Calling the study “the first of its kind,” Bose Institute, Kolkata, biological sciences
associate professor Abhrajyoti Ghosh said the discovery could help scientists engineer
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proteins with “functional advantages that have been hitherto unknown.”

Y AT DI “3(U- aXE BT UgAT” Iald gU a1 S Iege, HIAdTdl & ofdd [ &
THRITE MHER AU B = F8T {6 I8 Wil a1 &1 T TS SR Fva 8 Oeg ax
Tacit § S 39 0% ST ST a1 Bl

Dr. Ghosh studies how archaea respond to stress

ST, 99 I8 T Hd & fob M1fhar a-ma & ufd Ha ufafehar wd &

The study’s findings provide “yet another fantastic example of how biology hides secrets
that drive biotechnology innovation,” University of California, Berkeley, chemistry
professor and study coauthor Alanna Schepartz said in a statement

3T & FspY “3H 91d $T TP 3R UFGR ISV TR B & 1 Siarfag o
& QUIT ¢ ST i Menfiet TamErR & 3 §e1d 8, Qw%ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁqﬁam IHaA P
T A TR 3R S0 Bt Tg-aRIhT SEAT=T RIUTEH = FHgl

Reading the dictionary

P JHSHAT

By the late 1960s, scientists had identified the set of rules that dictate how a sequence of
DNA corresponds to the order in which amino acids are placed in proteins

1960 & TP & 3id P IFMD! A I g 3T ugaHE o= o ot S g8 Fuffd wad §
DNA &1 31 {5 gR W § onfiet ol & H J Ad @rdl &

These rules came to be called the genetic code

& ot &1 SAfed BYs wgl I @

At the heart of this code are the four nitrogen-containing bases that are a part of DNA
adenine (A), guanine (G), cytosine (C) and thymine (T)

TI HIS & % H DNA & IR AT o Jad 99 81d & TS (A), T3 (G), A1 (C)
3R YrEfiE (T)

Each amino acid in a protein corresponds to a three-base-long sequence of DNA a.k.a. a
triplet codon

T B TS ST o DNA & dI9-a9 dd Sshd 9 Tafdrd giaT ¢ O feudie wista e
STl §

For example, a codon consisting of three thymines (TTT) corresponds to the amino acid
phenylalanine, while TTA encodes leucine

IeTER1 & fore T U3 @ 91 SIeH (TTT) 3T 3 bfaea = &1 gxifdr & Jafe
TTA, TG &) ThIS BT 8

The genetic code is a dictionary of 64 codons

SHfe® HIS 64 IS &1 Uh UGHIT §

Of these, 61 sense codons together encode 20 common amino acids

0 & 61 T PISIA B 20 U T 3l B THIS I §

The remaining three, called stop codons, don’t correspond to any amino acid

Y i, 5% WY SIS He1 oirdl &, fbdl o opfl ot @ Heifdrd =81 g1

Instead, when the protein-making mechanism encounters them, it terminates the protein
chain

3P IO Od Wi - Pt Uil 3% UsdHd ¢ af I8 M 4l Y JHTW $R ol &

Exceptional archaea

This code is for the most part common to all living organisms
T8 IS Siftrpizrd: waft shfae offal & Fam ST @
Exceptions are rare
3{UdTE gAH BId §
Some notable ones include the bacterium Mycoplasma, where the stop codon TGA encodes
the amino acid tryptophan

$S UHT IaTexUN H aaciRaT ATSHITHT M 8, SIg1 Wi HIeH TGA, 3! 3
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In human beings, the same stop codon encodes the rare amino acid selenocysteine, used
in a small number of proteins

AT § 9E) WY HrsiF gaH A e AANRALEN &l This HAT1 8, S $3 &l WA J
ERESIRIN

In a few proteins in some archaea, the stop codon TAG doubles up as a code for another rare
amino acid pyrrolysine (Pyl)

] & S U H Wi SIS TAG, Td 3= GaH SHHT 3 UTgRIars ¥+ (Pyl) &
forg off e Fxar 3

Even in archaea where TAG is known to sometimes encode Pyl, scientists had until recently
believed these organisms usually use TAG as a stop codon, except in very few enzymes
Tl a& & I sfdbar & +f 5iei TAG FHHl-Hf Pyl &) T=hls o3l 8, A1 81d b A &
f% 3 Sia ITHTId: TAG HI WY BISTH & T4 T g1 ITANT FHd &

That is now set to change

3/d U8 YRUT 9ge dTelt ©

In their study, the authors reported certain archaea where the TAG codon has been
completely repurposed

30 ST H TG A U & SHTfha1 BT RUIE €t § Tt TAG Brei &I gt avg & =741 3
fearmar g

These organisms read the TAG codon as a signal for Pyl not occasionally but always

3 Sfta TAG HI8TH ! Haff-Hft 78 afcs gARM Pyl & Yhd d U A Ugd &

Every time there is a TAG codon in the organisms’ DNA, they incorporate Pyl in a protein
chain

od +ft 39 Sffai & DNA B TAG SISTH gidl 7, 3 e 4@ & Pyl &1 M HRd §

This “genome-wide incorporation of Pyl at TAG codons” has led the team to propose
“the existence of a previously unrecognised genetic code”

TAG ISl WR Pyl BT QR SHIH H JHGRM < &1 TH Ugd A S SHfed IS &
T BT URATd B & fore U el &

Dubbed the ‘Pyl code’, it has 62 sense codons instead of the usual 61

3 Pyl BYS’ 1 fear mar 7, orgd g 61 & ST 62 AW HISIA &

They code for 21 amino acids instead of the conventional 20

g URUND 20 P IOl 21 AT 3l P THIS HRdl &

Predicting proteins

The authors used computational methods to identify nine kinds of archaea where the TAG
codon appeared to have been completely repurposed to encode Pyl

faftraY o1 Iuai #R enfdhan & =t wbR UgaM S TAG HisiH Ot
WE U Pyl &l ThIS B & 1o1U G: Ugad Uclid gl
From these, they chose two archaea for experiments
70 A S5 T b forg @Y anfdbar
One of these was Methanococcoides burtonii, which grows in the extremely low
temperatures of Antarctic lakes
E_rl'ﬁf I TUdh Methanococcoides burtonii U, S SicThfed sﬁ?ﬁ & Icdd HH dIgHEH & dedl

The other was Methanomethylophilus alvi, found in the human gut
GIRT Methanomethylophilus alvi 4T, S ATHG 3fid & 917 ST §
From these archaea, the researchers extracted proteins, fragmented them, and used a
technique called mass spectrometry to identify the constituent amino acids
S 3Nfdhar ¥ Myt = widA FreTd, 37 Wfsd foran, SiR gce ol sl &t Uga™ &
fore oy W TS do-iid &1 SUAIT fhan
They found 54 proteins “not previously shown to contain Pyl,” they wrote

54 WIEH UTT R4 Ugd Pyl 1 SufRufa et foxars 15 off, T 3619 feran
The protelns they identified play diverse roles in these organisms, including replicating DNA
and producing energy
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S TS &1 I5iA Uga™ &t 3 34 el § fafay Y fAurd §, 50 DNA &t ufaspfa ok
Self JeaTe AfHe 3

This led the authors to conclude that “M. burtonii and M. alvi archaea have adopted a non-
standard genetic code with 62 sense codons encoding 21 amino acids and only two
stop codons”

S D! A F5HY BTl {6 “M. burtonii 3R M. alvi 3TfHAT A T IR-AFS SHfed
DIS U 8 oI 62 T B, 21 AT 3l B T=hls FXd § SR FHad gl Wiy
PIe g 8"

The finding might require scientists to rethink how they predict protein sequences for these
organisms

Ig WISl 31! B 37 Sital & forg Wi Srgepal Ft ufasgamht 7 & wie R gafdar
A % forg IRT &R Taelt &

Typically, predicting the protein encoded by a gene requires researchers to read codons
using the standard genetic code

Ta: fodt SfF GRT TobTs 3 71U UicH &t Higsgart & forg Siueratst & Ae wnfe®
PIS BT ITUNT HR HISH Ug USd &

But now, scientists must use the Pyl code, “interpreting all TAG codons as coding for Pyl
for correct protein prediction,” the authors have argued

QAP 3F IFMAD! DI Pyl BIS BT ITUNT HIAT BN 3R “Jqoft TAG BISIHI B Pyl & g
PHST AT B a1fp Tt M Hidwramft 8 9%, 1 aaw! 3 ad fear g

Bacteria as factories

et & = & FAe

The study’s potential applications involve bioengineering, where researchers can manipulate
bacteria to produce useful materials

S SHET & YU STANT STaTgeif-rafeT 3 93 €, ofet WMydwdl sadiar &1 Suantt ugrd
I & forg F=Nfd o= 9dhd §

The study’s findings could help researchers “incorporate Pyl in proteins at desired
positions,” Tanweer Hussain, associate professor of developmental biology and genetics at
the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, said

3T P Wil Myparedl &1 “M H Fd RITFT U Pyl & A H1” T 7eg IR
Tahat §, T YR fAg SR, e & fAemarers siafaq 3R STdfRie! & Taiikie
TR 4R §&- o Hgl

Dr. Hussain studies how organisms build protein from their DNA blueprints

ST. g9 I8 3199 I & (b S1d U DNA sfiie & T 9 &91d §

His enthusiasm may be well founded

D] TG BT ATYR W 3R 81 Thl &

In their study, the Berkeley researchers genetically modified Escherichia coli, a common
bacterium, to express the archaeal cellular machinery required to read the Pyl code and
incorporate Pyl in proteins

3T 3T T ghd & Dt 7 U GTHT 9aIRAT Escherichia coli & IR U
TN forar arfes ag sfdhar & Hifkreta A== &) sififead R 9% S Pyl IS &I

T 3R U # Pyl 2fid 1 & faQ 3o §

They also engineered the bacterium to express a protein whose sequence had a TAG codon
in the middle

IBI I &) 30 UBR Hi SR e i ag U Widi oad o forads s & ot o
TAG ®ISH &l

If this setup worked, the bacteria would read this TAG codon as Pyl-coding, add Pyl at that
location, and produce the complete protein

Ife g SIIRIT IHd Blat ol SaIRAT 39 TAG BISIH B Pyl-HHIT & =0 & Ugd, I ™M R
Pyl STISd 3R guf &S a1

Otherwise, the TAG codon would signal ‘stop’, and the bacteria would produce a shorter
protein

3IYT TAG PISIH WLIT HT Yobd odl 3R SR BYer M s9rd

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page56



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Extracts from these bacteria confirmed that they had produced the complete protein

9 ST T U o A gfY Y o 361 ol Wi o1 Ire famam

That is they could indeed use the archaeal machinery to produce Pyl-containing proteins
314 d arad & Snfdar St A=A $1 I R Pyl-gad W o1 Thd 3

The discovery of the Pyl code has scientists excited

Pyl BYS &1 Wil 3 AN o1 IedTTRd B foar

Both Dr. Hussain and Dr. Ghosh are keen to know more about the role of Pyl in proteins

o7, g8 3R ©F. 91w 1 € 0IdH & Pyl &t yf¥reT & IR B 3R O & 35 ©

“Does Pyl incorporation confer the archaea a fithess advantage in their natural
environments?” Dr. Ghosh asked

“TT Pyl BT THAR ATFHAT Bt 3T WP Tad araravol i HIS AJHe- a1y a1 827 Tg
Uy ST 919 A I3[
He anticipated that future research could soon offer an answer

IR A @A i Hfdss &1 =i i € 33T STR S Uhar g
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Huntington’s Disease
weight with ]ittle aid

nmued awareness,
© Dr. Nikhil
Ratna,’ e and founder

“orphan diseases” The NPRD recognises 63 rare
discncs o ke, but umkingots Discene s

ng them.

N herefoe, a fulledged survey i yet 1
ke to v a the epidemiological daa o HD s
patients in the country. In
is no database on how unny people are llv\ng
with HD or with any of the recognised rare dis-
eases. Director of Medical Education, AP, G.
Raghunandan acknowledged that it is high time
they maintained a registry.

AtNIMHANS, the nodal centre for neurologi-
cal disorders in the country, there are 1 patients
from Andhra Pradesh receiving treatment for HD
at present, as per information from the institute.
But, the number may be more, says Dr. Nikhil
Ratna.

not ey o cae or an HD patent” 73
HDSI chairman K ik Venkateswara Rao. “It
drains the caregiver mentally and physically,” he
adds, recalling the co-founder of HDSI from
Mumbai, who died er caring for her
llml)ler, an HD patient, for 25 years.

patients experience regular fall, frac-
tures and need physiotherapy, speech therapy
regularly. Not everyone can afford these” said
Mr. Koushik.

A scientist, Mr. Koushl wakes up at 4 am.,
cooks and feeds his wie, who is battling HD,

gives her medicines, locks the door, and leaves
for work. He returns at lunchtime to feed her,
and the leaves again for work. In he pas S
na single day when 1 did
o ar et might i et e upon return-
ing home,” he says, choking on his words.
“There are no trained nurses to handle HD pa-
tients. There is very minimal awareness about
frontline paramedical staff and health workers
about the same anywhere in the country,” says
Dr. Nikhil Ratna.
here is also the constant fear that the disease
may be carried on (o the next generation. The

as | fear of inheriting the disease, the social stigma

un- | and the lack of support take a toll on one’s mental
derdi health, says Dr. Nikhil Ratna, who stresses the
nosed in In- | need for a centre that offers genetic (‘wnscllmx

Even if one wants to go for genetic testing, there
are not many government centres in the country,
he adds.

Director of Medical Education Dr. Raghunan-

dence. In more severe ukation ranges, HD can
also occur in childhood o

member of the upa centre
o Disease Society of India (HDSD, | in Visakhapatnam, but nothing much Ius come
formedin201%. out of it yet. The State does not have a govern-
lly begin bet. | ment 100. This forces peo-
ween 40 200 507 years ofxge and progress over | pe fom the State o ether travel 1o Bengalun o
15-20 years, leading indepen-

For Raghu name changed), from Narasanna-

HD).

Dr. Nikhil Ratna, also a clinician-researcher
specialising in HD, explains that people with HD
sulferlmm reglhr [:lls are easily prone to mfev:

petain
Tu-around 1,200 km away-has e bl
some hurdle. His father, aged 56, was diagnosed
with HD in June 2025. Since then, they have visit-
ed NIMHANS twice for treatment, and his next

bances such as depression, psychosis, irritability,
ocD. L)uzlly HD follows an autosomal dominant

scheduled for January. “We have
maed s around 7,000 on e fourey, accom-
notes Raghu (21), who has

Tttt of an Mt vkt S0% k. The
sk of children inheriting the disease increases to
5% in consanguineous marriages, sy Dr. Nkl

o ahalakohmi married her matermal unce
who had HD, and two of her three
Tited the diease. -People say our elders e
b comitie ko, tht s why y oy
sulring.” sy Mabalashen, who has it
dreon oo sochal i
“Jagadeesh always wanted me by his side. Now
Rani needs me in the same way,” she adds. Maha-

degree.
His father, who worked at a gold shop for a
‘monthly salary of 29,000, was the main bread-
winner for the family of four. Now, Raghu's elder
s part-time at a restaurant in Hyde-

rabad, while his mother sells papad an Indian
snack), earning about 25,000 to help manage

gayschy hve ot asked elathves or b, fear

ing stigma. “But one uncle, who knows that my
fther'1s bot doing wel, sends moncy” Says
Raghu, who is hoping to secure a disabiliy certi-

itting on the floor of her modest two- Jostthree members of her family to the dsease, | Iaabuni, 55, has spent the last 15 years carig for | icate fo hisfather.
house in Kalugotla village near QQ donated jagadeesh's brain for research at Nation- | her husband, her her However, is notan ea-
Yemmiganur in Kurnool district of And- al Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences | no longer attends functions in the village, bt sy task. Three doctors from NIMHANS must certi-
hra Pradesh, Mahalakshmi (name | quo (o | (NIMHANS), making i the frstjuvenile HD brain notes that people | fy his father's disability. Only then, depending on
changed), her face caréworn and eyes drooping, tion in the country. have stopped invit- | the degree of disability, the State government
pulls out a sheaf of health reports from multiple eafever. | xccording to medical experts, Huntington's QQ inghertoevents. | may pnmde a pension under the Dr. NTR Bharo-

‘hospitals. A daily wager who earns barely 200a | but they Disease (HD) is a progressive, hereditary and According to | sa Pension Scheme.

day and secehves  mondly penson o t4.000, somehow | adult-onset neurodegenerative condition caus- available  data, | Mahalakshmi also said that she has been run-
ome ing severe involuntary movements, motor dys- | Symptoms in HD there is currently from pillar to post to secure a disability cer-
e aged parents, two davghiers, and thels Suree | (1 “They function, cognitive, and behavioural symptoms, | vients rypic no s 2 used to receive
children. cannotwalk | leading o lifelong disability and loss of | po AR Huntingtons Dis- | 26,000, Rani has yet to get any support from the

Yet, n is not merely the meagre income that X endence. o YEAN  ease at either the | government. Under the scheme, the government

weighs upon Mahalakshimi. The heavier burden Rani's monthly medical ex; amount ofage and ProgressOVer pagiona) or State | provides between 26,000 and 215,000 to people
is uunung:on 's Disease (HD), a rare medical con- g ©2,000. In addition, with a debx of €15 akh | 1520 years leading (0 evel However, | with disabilities..

iton that has afficted her family. Mahalaksh. | SOMe reason, | weighing on her, Mahalakshmi constantly wor- | complete loss of sclenfcleraure | Due o financhl contrains, Raghu. who
mi's husband and his two siblings lost their battle | they donot | ries but never complains. Rani cannot walk with- | independence. and studies con- | learned that protein-rich food is
against the disease, and later her son E. Jaga- | sleep cither. | out support, duciedby scadenn | HD patients, sas he 1 ble o buy ik for e
decsh Goud, who suferd from uverile - | ppuasacsuur | hensile to everyone except her mother. “They | i euchr et icans report mare | father “We cannot afod egs or chicken, evenf
tington's Disease, cannot do anything on their own,” say W than 900 known | he is willing to eat them,” says Raghu, grateful
2, 2025. Now, o caring for o lakshmi, who once bathed Jagadeesh, ad i, him, D cases across | that his father can still eat normal food. Typically,
daughter Rani (name changed), who was diag- dressed him, and helped him to the washroom. | the country. “In addition to this, there may be | because of their continuous irregular and invo-
nosed with HD two years after giving birth to her Now, she does all of these for her daughter, even | many unreported cases,” says Dr. Nikhil Ratna. | luntary movements (chorea), HD patients strug:
own child. though she is painfully aware that her daughter, | The World Health Organisation (WHO) defines gklocal properly. Even feeding them becomes a

“Itis a strange thing;” Mahalakshmi says in a 100, may die soon. "I have accepied the resty | are discase a5 ofen debilcating elong dsesse
tone heavy with sadness, when asked if she un- that | may lose my davghter as wel, but | only | or disorder with a prevalence of one o les, per O empers ofthe HD Society of India have re-
derstands the disease. “They do not have a fever, hope my ter does not inherit it” she 2021, the U
but they somehow become very il. They cannot says, wiping away tears. foemtedthe Natknas Folicy for Rare Diseases | to set up muli- dmphmr) care centres, which
walk or talk properly. For some reason, they do “Had 1 known about her condition, I would | (NPRD)-2021 for i , prevention and i i
not sleep either;” she says, adding, “No one else ot have et her marr or have chilren.” sys psychiatry, physi genetic counselling,
in the village has it. It seems to run only in my Mahalakshmi. Rani’ abandoned her af- | According to the National Policy for Rare Dis- | palliative care at one place. It submitted a repre-
family: {erlearing of her condition and accused the f2- | €2s63(NPRD), there are morethan 7000 rare i | senation o he Union government requesting It

Sleep-deprived and burnt out, Mahalakshmi mily of betrayal for hiding the truth. coocs wuiduide, but fever thanfe per ot o | olncude HDin el of recogeioed ave dives>
points toa report from the heap of files, issued by Although globally classified as a rare disease, | them iment options. With limited drugs | es to provide respite to patients and urtgwen
a neurologist in Kurnool, which mentions the Hutinghons Discase b ncressingy ecognized | avlllic, such condieas ae o and o allow
condition “possible Huntington’s Disease” that By parsn sulrog fm sy of the €3 re
her son Jagadeesh had. ~That fs what my son cognised rare diseases is eligible to get a financial
had” she says, gazing at his photo frame adorned 3o up 0 850 akhfrom the Union government
with a gartand in the corner of the living room. under the Pradhan MantriJan Arogya Yojana.

Recalling her son's condition, Mahalakshmi ‘The same benefts, howeves, hade padents of
says that what began in 2016 as a slight bend in HD since it has not been recognised as a rare dis-
his shoulder-initially attributed to an external in- ease in the NPRD-2021 yet.
jury-gradually progressed into something far s forced families engaged in longterm
more debilitating and unfathomable: Juvenile care o their loved ones with HD to make out-of-
Huntington's Disease. Nine years later, Jaga pocket expenses on medication and treatments.

, aged 23, passed away following complica- “There is no cure for the disease, but there are
tions from a fall at home. treatments available that can improve the lfe of

“He was a bright student. Even after being the patient and reduce burden on the caregivers,
diagnosed in Class IX, he continued going to 2y D: NIkl Rana
school and late . three | Mahalakshm with spent 215 lakh on a treatment for
villages away, ks o pmlcﬂs, Mahalaksh- | her four-year-old s wite ot helped control hr chorea. However,
mi says, pr ing her son's mark | granddaughter at others cannot afford it.
sheets. He fell mu.lnpk s whie geting anr | be In Andhra Pradesh, the disease is not covered
offthe bus and struggled o hold a pen. Yet that | Kalugotia ilage under the Dr. NTR Vaidya Seva. *If there are any
did not . surglcalcorrecions required, then those il be
In his final days, Jagadeesh was bedridden and | of Kumool district. under the scheme” says Dr.
unable to speak. Mahalakshmi, who had already | v susswonst riaoitioy

Caregivers shoulder Huntington’s Dlsease weight with little aid

STUTE FA a1l W gfewre I 31 99, Tgradr 9gd H

e Caregivers shoulder Huntington’s Disease weight with little aid
S/UTA R arell TR gfdret I &7 Sig, Yerar 5gd &H

e Although globally classified as a rare disease, Huntington’s Disease is increasingly
recognised as underdiagnosed in India due to limited awareness
AP TR R gAY M & ¥ § T iied g1 & dravg, §ferest I ! YRd # HH gaH &
HRU HFd TRREHaT I ST AT 1 @7 &

e The delay in its recognition has left families without any financial support from the
government.

OG] Uga | &3 & SR URGR] & IXPRY faxia Igradr 781 fired urs B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page58



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

While there is no cure for the disease, treatments are available that can improve patients’
quality of life and ease the burden on caregivers.

BT S INT BT BIg SATS -Tg1 5, A+ SUTR IUTsY g off ALIoll & oitaT Pt Yoral JuR
Jhd § IR TEHTHA B aTdl &b 915 Bl HH B Ihd ¢

However, lack of awareness and the high cost of treatment remain the biggest hurdles,
writes Nellore Shravani.

BTdlh, TRl B HHI 3R IUAR B SHeit ARTT TS T8! a1emd 511 g3 8, o §
AR YTt

Sitting on the Coor of her modest two-room house in Kalugotla village near Yemmiganur
in Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh, Mahalakshmi (name changed), her face careworn
and eyes drooping, pulls out a sheaf of health reports from multiple hospitals.

TY UGN & PI foret & AFRATR & Uy TMa ¥ 30 YRV Q-PH & W D
BRI IR JST AETASHT (ATH TG §3T), U g 3R P! 31l & 1Y, 3 STATa $I WA
fravet &1 gfciar e g

A daily wager who earns barely ¥200 a day and receives a monthly pension of 4,000, she
is the sole breadwinner for a family of eight—her aged parents, two daughters, and their
three children.

e A9y & =0 H gepd ¥ 2200 Ufifed A Tl SR 24,000 AR U= U aral
TRTAEH! TS WG aTdl URAR &1 THHTA HHIH aTdl 8—3-d g7l ATar-fiar, &t afear sk
I W T |

Yet, it is not merely the meagre income that weighs upon Mahalakshmi.

fOh2 oY, HETcIEH! IR BHad HH 3T &1 &1 §Ig1 Tal 5

The heavier burden is Huntington’s Disease (HD), a rare medical condition that has
impacted her family.

¥ i Fe1 aigr §férest I (HD) B, S U gefw faferaiia fRufa 8 iR o 39 aftar &1
THTfad b gl

Mahalakshmi’s husband and his two siblings lost their battle against the disease, and later her
son E. Jagadeesh Goud, who is ered from Juvenile Huntington’s Disease, also passed
away on November 2, 2025.

ARTaEH & Uy 3R I 1 HIS-g8+ 39 A7 ¥ S gR 7Y, 3R a1 § 37 9¢ §. i i,
S AT e gfere INT ¥ Uifsd ¥, &1 off 2 AdaR 2025 &1 Y= 71 T

Now, Mahalakshmi is caring for her daughter Rani (name changed), who was diagnosed
with HD two years after giving birth to her own child.

3 HeTAgH! Ut §t I (FATH TSaT §3MT) T SUTA IR I8! 8, g 30 T Bl ST &3 &b
&I 9Tdl 91 HD %7 Ul el |

“It is a strange thing,” Mahalakshmi says in a tone heavy with sadness, when asked if she
understands the disease.

“Tg T 3(ofid 91 §,” SHHRI ) GHZH P R H U9 §F W HereieH! T8 Sard & 91y bt B
“They do not have a fever, but they somehow become very ill.

I8 §ER 7SI 8Id, Qb 3 bt TRE 9gd R & 9d &

They cannot walk or talk properly.

d 1% ¥ 99 1 9 8! UTd |

For some reason, they do not sleep either,” she says, adding,

foret HRUT Y, 3 W o 7Y B 97 o) HEeh B

“No one else in the village has it. It seems to run only in my family.”

“Tiiq B fhelt 3R o) 7 T ¥ 1 T © I8 had IR URAR AL 1

Sleep-deprived and burnt out, Mahalakshmi points to a report from the heap of lies, issued

by a neurologist in Kurnool, which mentions the condition “possible Huntington’s
Disease” that her son Jagadeesh had.

g T dfed SiR Y@ g3, AR BIRdl & oX d I PId & TP GRIAINTORE B RUIC fg@rdt
&, forad 3% ¢ e o1 fRufa o1 <Funfaa gfdrest I sarn mn g

“That is what my son had,” she says, gazing at his photo frame adorned with a garland in the
corner of the living room.

TG SR IR AT BT R, I8 93P H B H G A1l | ol JHB! TR B a@d g¢ beell g
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Recalling her son’s condition, Mahalakshmi says that what began in 2016 as a slight bend in
his shoulder—initially attributed to an external injury—gradually progressed into something
far more debilitating and unfathomable: Juvenile Huntington’s Disease.

30 §¢ P BTAId TG B gU HETaeH STl § 1o 2016 H HY & geb JH1d 9 TE s
TR T a1t A 7 T—eR-R 1 35g MR R s AR & gad T
Ja-Tgd gfetrest A

Nine years later, Jagadeesh, aged 23, passed away following complications from a fall at
home.

T T 918, 23 a9 B 39 H SR &1 IR A iR 9 g3 wfeaansit & $Ru g 81 TS|

He was a bright student.

I% U AYTdl BT U1

Even after being diagnosed in Class IX, he continued going to school and later to
intermediate college, three villages away, despite our protests.

FHe&T -l § e 81 & 91 o, 3R foRiY & STaq[g, 98 G d ST 38T 3R a8 & i 7id g1
geHifsue siae off T

He fell multiple times while getting on or off the bus and struggled to hold a pen.

T 7 I¢d-SoRd IHY 98 Ps IR R 3R U7 Ubs # i I HfeArs sidt il

Yet that did not stop Jagadeesh from pursuing his studies.

R o, 3T ST Bl ugls SR @ F el Al |

In his [nal days, Jagadeesh was bedridden and unable to speak.

3 siferd & H, e faveaR wR U@ T ¥ SR 9 7! urd 3

Mahalakshmi, who had already lost three members of her family to the disease, donated
Jagadeesh’s brain for research at National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences
(NIMHANS), making it the first juvenile HD brain donation in the country.

TeTaer, Sl Ued g1 39 A 3t uRaR & 9 Tewl &1 | gt A, 7 A%Ha S ee 31w
THed g US RIATSA (NIMHANS) T SEIRT &1 AiRas® MY & fore g fosan, S o1 &1
UGl Ja-Tsd HD 9 SR a1

According to medical experts, Huntington’s Disease (HD) is a progressive, hereditary
and adult-onset neurodegenerative condition causing severe involuntary movements,
motor dysfunction, cognitive, and behavioural symptoms, leading to lifelong disability and loss
of independence.

Rfre faivst & SR, gfée I (HD) Uw wfaxita, smgdfre iR aup-uRY
RIS far 8, St iR srfese nfafafial, Mier fEharm, IIHAS 3R dgie
TR0 ST T 2, R SfTofta R sk sefaRer & ify 81 21

Rani’'s monthly medical expenses amount to ¥2,000.

< & ATRie fafseam @ @ 22,000 €

In addition, with a debt of ¥15 lakh weighing on her, Mahalakshmi constantly worries but
never complains.

TP 3], 15 ARG & B9l & 911 P 1Y HETAEGH! TRMAR Rifd gt § afoe it fRraraa
ol B |

Rani cannot walk without support, and her slurred speech is incomprehensible to everyone
except her mother.

I 5T TER 9o et Yol 3R 37! ds@sTel dlelt et A & Srarar fradt &) ugr § et
3Tt |

“They cannot do anything on their own,” says Mahalakshmi.

J AT 1T FB T R Wha,” Herereh pedh 2

Now, she does all of these for her daughter, even though she is painfully aware that her
daughter, too, may die soon.

34 9% T T AT 9t & o Bl &, BTl I I8 GaAid Fedls Udl & fob Iab! siet it Se
R Tl g

“I have accepted the reality that | may lose my daughter as well, but | only hope my
granddaughter does not inherit it,” she says, wiping away tears.

H 30 TTs B! WIHR B gH! § b § 30+ 3¢t o1 +ff @ wapelt §, Afopt o1 7t ameelt § o
TR} A 1 98 SR A 81, 98 S Uigd gU FHedl o
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e “Had | known about her condition, | would not have let her marry or have children,” says
Mahalakshmi.
“3R g2 ITB! gTad b SR H ga1 gir, A & I 21et a1 7= 71gY B ell,” HeTarer dedl B

¢ Rani’'s husband abandoned her after learning of her condition.
3 1 FHRY DT U1 g & dle I Ui 3 34 Bis |

o Although globally classified as a rare disease, Huntington’s Disease is increasingly
recognised as underdiagnosed in India due to limited awareness, according to Dr. Nikhil
Ratna, a doctor and founder member of the Huntington’s Disease Society of India (HDSI),
formed in 2019.

s1. fAfEa e, gfdre fEefte Tams<t eifw $f$ar (HDSI) & TS Tew (RTUd 2019)
F IR, IfYF U F gAY I §H & FTacg gieTTe A & URd & &9 fgq & wu o
T o7 X&T 8, et BRu Wi SiRewdr 2|

o Symptoms in HD patients typically begin between 40 and 50 years of age and progress over
15-20 years, leading to complete loss of independence.
HD ARG & T&01 STHIR TR 40 | 50 T4 &1 3T & §1d & BId & 3R 15-20 T8 J §6d §U
ot sirefRar &t g1 a6 ugd od B

¢ In more severe mutation ranges, HD can also occur in childhood or adolescence (juvenile

HD).
3fferes TR IaRads arael # HD T=ru= aT frRiRTawT (9313 HD) H off 81 wehar §1

e Usually, HD follows an autosomal dominant inheritance pattern, placing each Crst-degree
relative of an ected individual at 50% risk.

3THAR TR HD SfTeRiAd Sitte TIafRie Ye &1 ura ol 8, R guifad aafdq &
A% HuH-fE30 RdeR o1 50% wifew g gl

e The risk of children inheriting the disease increases to 75% in consanguineous marriages,
says Dr. Nikhil Ratna.
S1. a7 & 3 aR, W faares & st & o a8 S 75% a ¢ oral |

e According to available data, there is currently no database on Huntington’s Disease at
either the national or State level.
Iy 3Hibs! b YR, TAHM H e IV W AP 97 I8 WR R Bl Serad 81 5|

o However, scientific literature and studies report more than 900 known HD cases across the
country.
gTalTeh, dRTHS WIfed SR g § G 4R T 900 | 31t Jrd HD ATHS FATY 7Y 5|

o The World Health Organisation (WHO) de(Ines rare disease as often debilitating lifelong
disease or disorder with a prevalence of one or less per 1,000 population.
fay W= IS (WHO) gy I &1 U= sﬂ\—sﬁa:rgﬁefaao—eﬁaﬁ-ﬁaﬁnmmﬁwr{aawﬁ
IRYIT el & oIt sATadsdl Ui 1,000 SRS UR U AT 39 64 &

e In 2021, the Union government formulated the National Policy for Rare Diseases (NPRD)-
2021.
2021 H &% TPR - IEHI gy A7 Aifa (NPRD)-2021 §5 |

o The NPRD recognises 63 rare diseases in India, but Huntington’s Disease is not among
them.
NPRD YRd H 63 gef I &1 AT=Ie T ©, AT gfdare=t Ir 38 =nfdyar 761 &1

e There is no cure for the disease, but there are treatments available that can improve the life
of the patient and reduce burden on caregivers, says Dr. Nikhil Ratna.
T, ﬁ@awaﬁﬁ%ﬁssﬂﬂﬂwaﬁimqﬁ% AfhT TR ST § o TS &
SitaT B! S8R T Tohd & 3R S@HTH P aTell & Sl B! HH HL JHhd &
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1. | Olive Ridley deaths raise concern as new nesting season begins in A.P.

3TY US| AT TSl a1 & TRIH D AT P A1 3fiferg Rsa dt
Hdl A Riar 9e13

2. | MGNREGA is synonymous with corruption: Chouhan

TR YPTEIR $T Y1 9 gl 8: e

Olive Ridley deaths raise concern
as new nesting season begins in A.P.

V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

This year’s nesting season
of Olive Ridley sea turtles is
in full swing on Visakha-
patnam’s beaches. Howev-
er, the discovery of turtle
carcasses on the shore has
alarmed wildlife enthu-
siasts and
conversationalists.

On Sunday morning, the
carcasses of three large
Olive Ridley turtles washed
ashore on the Muthyalam-
mapalem, Thantadi, and
Rajanapalem beaches. It is
believed the animals might
have drowned after getting
entangled in fishing nets,
possibly while migrating.

Experts said that the
turtles need to surface for

Olive Ridley turtles were spotted on different beaches along the
Visakhapatnam-Anakapalli coast on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

breathing every 40 to 45
minutes and can drown if
caught in fishing nets.
They called for stricter en-
forcement of the Andhra
Pradesh Marine Fishing
Regulation Act, including
action against illegal fish-

ing within 8 km of the
coast.

With the Forest Depart-
ment planning to create
four nesting zones next
week, concerns have been
raised about the impact of
artificial lighting along the

Visakhapatnam coastline.
Speaking to The Hindu
on Sunday, Visakhapat-
nam District Forest Officer
Ravindra Dhama said: “We
are collaborating with The
Tree Foundation to run
four hatcheries along the
coast. Special precautions
will be taken during the Vi-
sakha Utsav (January 23-31)
to ensure that the nesting
turtles are not disturbed.”
The Andhra Pradesh
coastline is a crucial nest-
ing ground for Olive Ri-
dleys (Lepidochelys oliva-
cea), which are listed as
‘vulnerable’ by the Inter-
national Union for Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN).
The turtles typically nest
along sandy beaches from
December to April.

Olive Ridley deaths raise concern as new nesting season begins in A.P.

gg?gﬁwmm%ﬁmaﬁwm%mueﬁﬁaﬁsﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ

e This year’s nesting season of Olive Ridley sea turtles is in full swing on Visakhapatnam’s
beaches. However, the discovery of turtle carcasses on the shore has alarmed wildlife
enthusiasts and conversationalists.

2 99 Siifera fred I Hgai &1 9igar s &1 Ja fIxmarea=v & 99g 96l R @
SIRI &R | gTdifep, de W Hgil & Ud e | a=ueiig It 3R WReurard! Rifad 81 mu gl

¢ On Sunday morning, the carcasses of three large Olive Ridley turtles washed ashore on
the Muthyalammapalem, Thantadi, and Rajanapalem beaches.

AR gag, gAarammRy, ddast, 3R Y% del R & g9 siifaa Rea wgai
& 9 gD 3 T

e |tis believed the animals might have drowned after getting entangled in fishing nets,
possibly while migrating.

AT ST 36T © fob A MR Yo & SR ASdl Uhsa & Sral § HadbR ga ¢ 8|

o Experts said that the turtles need to surface for breathing every 40 to 45 minutes and can
drown if caught in fishing nets.
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Qe < Pe1 b Byl B e 40 A 45 e 7§ i o9 & T Tde W M usar g iR afe 3
TS Udhe & o | Tl oS dl gd Iahd g |

They called for stricter enforcement of the Andhra Pradesh Marine Fishing Regulation Act,

including action against illegal fishing within 8 km of the coast.

I 3Ty U WS W e i & S fharan @) win @), e ae A 8
foreit & WfiaR Sy Ao yPeA & KaTh HRaTs A B

With the Forest Department planning to create four nesting zones next week, concerns

have been raised about the impact of artificial lighting along the Visakhapatnam coastline.

g9 fAUTT ERT SRR TWT8 IR DNHaT &3 §91 o1 TS & 91, faemRara=9 devar R
PR AT S YU S AR R SqTS T8

Speaking to The Hindu on Sunday, Visakhapatnam District Forest Officer Ravindra
Dhama said: “We are collaborating with The Tree Foundation to run four hatcheries along
the coast. Special precautions will be taken during the Visakha Utsav (January 23-31) to
ensure that the nesting turtles are not disturbed.”

fdaR 1 g feg ¥ 91 Brd gu fammaraw=4 forem a1 siftrer fds urmen A s gadc &

Y AR FIRI IAH & o0 & &Y BIESIM & 1Y TgaIT IR g ¢ | fa=iman 34 (23-31

TS & SR faRiy St sRdt St aifes aiger s 8 wgsit @1 R | faar sy

The Andhra Pradesh coastline is a crucial nesting ground for Olive Ridleys (Lepidochelys

olivacea), which are listed as ‘vulnerable’ by the International Union for Conservation of

Nature (IUCN).

TS YR BT qevwn siferd Rea (Al sifeariam & o e weayul giger »id

7, g SfeTsia yopfar wvaur §9 (IUCN) 7 deiter 9oft & gefie fran &

The turtles typically nest along sandy beaches from December to April.
snu'c%?u?ﬁwmﬁ IS & o ¥t TS del W 9 §91d & |
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MGNREGA is synonymous
with corruption: Chouhan

Union Minister accuses Congress of spreading misinformation about the new rural jobs Act, says

it offers a better scheme than the MGNREGA; Centre unveils 184 ‘climate-resilient’ seed varieties

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

efending the re-
l) cently passed Vik-
sit Bharat Guaran-

tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Bill, Un-
ion Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
on Sunday that the Con-
gress was spreading misin-
formation about the new
scheme. He also said that
the new seed varieties, re-
leased on Sunday, would
boost crop production.

Mr. Chouhan said Lead-
er of the Oppaosition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
was not present in the
House when the Bill was ta-
ken up for debate. He said
the Opposition did not
want to listen to the details
of the Bill.

“The Congress has an-
nounced an MGNREGA
[Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act] Bachao San-
gram. It is actually a ‘save
corruption’ campaign.
MGNREGA had become
synonymous with corrup-
tion. Under social audits
done by gram sabhas,
there were more than
10,51,000 complaints. The
same work was repeated,
work was done by ma-
chines, money was si-
phoned off in the name of
cleaning canals and roads,
30% workers were above
the age of 60,” he said.

The Minister said an
amount of more than ¥8.48
lakh crore had been allo-
cated to the scheme by the

Q The Congress has announced
an MGNREGA Bachao Sangram.

It is actually a ‘save corruption’

campaign. Under social audits

done by gram sabhas, there were

more than 10,51,000 complaints.

The same work was repeated,
work was done by machines,

money was siphoned off

SHIVRA] SINGH CHOUHAN
Union Agriculture Minister

government, while the
erstwhile United Progres-
sive Alliance had spent just
over 2 lakh crore on it.
“The Congress is a factory
of lies. It is now saying that
workers will not get work,”
he said, adding that the
new Bill offers a better
scheme than the
MGNREGA.

New seeds

The Centre on Sunday un-
veiled 184 high-yielding
and climate-resilient seed
varieties of 25 crops that
will help farmers increase
productivity, reduce costs,
and cope with climate
change, soil salinity,
drought, and other biotic
and abiotic stresses.

The new varieties — de-
veloped by the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR), various un-
iversities, and private enti-
ties — include 122 cereals,
six pulses, 13 oilseeds, 11
fodder crops, six sugar-
cane varieties, 24 cotton
(including 22 BT cotton),
and one each of jute and
tobacco, it said.

Mr. Chouhan said the
country has become the
world’s largest rice produc-
er, surpassing China.

“India’s rice production
has reached 150.18 million
tonnes, compared with
China’s 145.28 million
tonnes, ensuring national
food security and streng-
thening India’s role as a
global food supplier,” he
said, adding that the new
seed varieties will boost
crop production and en-
hance income of farmers.
Mr. Chouhan said that
since 2014, the Narendra
Modi government had ap-
proved 3,236 high-yielding
varieties of seeds as against
3,969 notified between
1969 and 2014.

ICAR Director-General
M.L. Jat highlighted the im-
portance of breeding pro-
grammes focused on acidic
soils, organic and natural
farming systems, and re-
generative agriculture.

Agriculture  Secretary
Devesh Chaturvedi said the
National Seeds Corpora-
tion played a major role in
seed multiplication.

MGNREGA is synonymous with corruption: Chouhan
TR YPTR T YT g9 gl 3: 8=

BJP ignored
ideals of Lord
Ram, Gandhi,
says Surjewala

Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

Congress leader Randeep
Singh Surjewala criticised
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment for replacing the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
with the Viksit Bharat -
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
Bill, 2025 (VB-G RAM G).

Mr. Surjewala alleged
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party neither respects Ma-
hatma Gandhi nor Lord
Ram, and uses them for
“propaganda”.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Saturday,
Mr. Surjewala said that the
replacement of the United
Progressive  Alliance-era
MGNREGA with the VB-G
RAM G Act had impacted
the livelihood of about 50
crore poor, tribal, Dalit and
backward class people.

“In the past 11 years, Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s spectacles
have been borrowed for
propaganda, but his ideals
were ignored. In a similar
manner, the BJP seized
power in the name of Lord
Ram, but ignored his
ideals. This is the manner
in which the BJP runs the
government,” he said.

Union Minister accuses Congress of spreading misinformation about the new rural jobs Act,
says it offers a better scheme than the MGNREGA; Centre unveils 184 ‘climate-resilient’
seed varieties

Hef T 7 95 Urtor ASAIR QAT 6 ABR BN TR TTed -1 B HT 3R ST, el
% I8 A= ¥ S8R AT 8; B A 184 Saarg-Aeh dier forwal &1 smraR fasan
Defending the recently passed Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Bill, Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said on Sunday that the
Congress was spreading misinformation about the new scheme.

814 81 § U fawfa HRd TR Wik ISHIR TS SireifaeT i @meion fadas &1 sae
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He also said that the new seed varieties, released on Sunday, would boost crop production.

3I2H g 1t Bl b IR &1 ) 31 78 7 il fr s Bga IdTe Bl Serar 2t

Mr. Chouhan said Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi was not present
in the House when the Bill was taken up for debate.

ot 9 A el {6 Mgy & fauer & a1 ga Mt 39 997 9 & di5g T8 3 o g
IR Tl & feTe amn .|

He said the Opposition did not want to listen to the details of the Bill.

311 Pel fb fauer fadae o1 faavor g &) 72T =mean il

“The Congress has announced an MGNREGA [Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act] Bachao Sangram. It is actually a ‘save corruption’ campaign.
MGNREGA has become synonymous with corruption. Under social audits done by gram
sabhas, there were more than 10,51,000 complaints. The same work was repeated, work
was done by machines, money was siphoned off in the name of cleaning canals and roads,
30% workers were above the age of 60,” he said.

“HTUT = AR [HETeT Tieh IYrfYor AR TR Siffaw) SaTsit IUTH & 9o B
21 I8 arad § “YSTIR a13i ST § | HFRAT YSTER &1 Uafd &9 gl Tl AT FHTSH gR1
U 7T qrTfTe Siderur H 10,51,000 ¥ 31w R« ff | te & & R-gR fHar mar, g
A BT BT T, TGRI 3R TSHI BT THTs & ATH TR U1 AT T, 30% Aeigr 60 ad I
31 Mg F A, IBH Hall

The Minister said an amount of more than ¥8.48 lakh crore had been allocated to the

scheme by the government, while the erstwhile United Progressive Alliance had spent just
over %2 lakh crore on it.

T 7 Bl fb R A 39 Qo1 & T 28.48 A1 PRI A 31 &) AfY 3rdfed ot g,
e gd &1 T WA= TEEUT WDHR A 39 R Rt T2 ARG BIIS | 41T Sifers T
fopa |

“The Congress is a factory of lies. It is now saying that workers will not get work,” he said,
adding that the new Bill offers a better scheme than the MGNREGA.

DT FS BT el B 3/d T8 He 8! ¢ [ TorgR! ! 14 -Tel fraw,” S5 Pt 3R SieT
T7 39 AR ¥ 9gcR AT UG HRdl g |

New seeds

U di

The Centre on Sunday unveiled 184 high-yielding and climate-resilient seed varieties of
25 crops that will help farmers increase productivity, reduce costs, and cope with climate
change, soil salinity, drought, and other biotic and abiotic stresses.

&% A AJGR B 25 B! DI 184 I SATGH 3NR FTerarg-ef dier fewal &1 3rraRvT faa,
S farl & STedHdl SgM, AN gem 3R Siadrg uikad-, JeTl dqurdT, JT 9T 39 Sifdd
3R saifdes garal & fue & meg syt
The new varieties — developed by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR),
various universities, and private entities — include 122 cereals, six pulses, 13 oilseeds, 11
fodder crops, six sugarcane varieties, 24 cotton (including 22 BT cotton), and one each
of jute and tobacco, it said.

2 72 frel — forg YRt $fY srpzium ultwg (ICAR), faftrs fasyfaemet ofik fsht Tt
g1 fawia fovan mar & — & 122 M1, B8 o1, 13 faeg=, 11 IR1 wad, 58 791 {5, 24
U (P 22 A FUMN), 3R TH-TS §¢ T G A 3, T HgT 747
Mr. Chouhan said the country has become the world’s largest rice producer, surpassing
China.

&t Ae™ 7 el & 3 99 & Y BIsd gU a1 1 Yo 93T I1ad ST 9 17 ¢ |
“India’s rice production has reached 150.18 million tonnes, compared with China’s 145.28
million tonnes, ensuring national food security and strengthening India’s role as a global
food supplier,” he said, adding that the new seed varieties will boost crop production and
enhance income of farmers.
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“UYRd T Tad e 150.18 fAfera e a& uga mt g, afes < &1 Id1e 145.28
faferm e 3, o Wy @y QRen gAfdd i © oik afyes @y syfdioal & &0 & YRd &
Yf¥YepT Aoigd Bil 8,7 I2I el 3R Sigl & 718 diet b Wt Saure serarlt ok fbamt &t
3§ gfg Heft

Mr. Chouhan said that since 2014, the Narendra Modi government had approved 3,236
high-yielding varieties of seeds as against 3,969 notified between 1969 and 2014.

sft TG = HeT b 2014 F 3F TH N WIS TR 7 3,236 I& SATGH diot fhwl I Aot
4 8, STafd 1969 | 2014 & i 3,969 fHhe ST o1 718 off|

ICAR Director-General M.L. Jat highlighted the importance of breeding programmes
focused on acidic soils, organic and natural farming systems, and regenerative agriculture.
ICAR & HETIGRIP TH.TH. Se 7 3y firgh, Sidd oiR Urepfaes Wt gonferdl qut grafsht
P W Hied UoFH HRIGH & Hgd DI @iidhd [haTl

Agriculture Secretary Devesh Chaturvedi said the National Seeds Corporation played a
major role in seed multiplication.

PN aftra 33z agdd = wer & et o & Wt e e 3 v yftve v
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Air Force chief calls for timely delivery of combat aircraft
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Security camps, the game changer in the Maoist fight
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Air Force chief calls
for timely delivery
of combat aircraft

IAF chief congratulates ADA on 25 years of LCA Tejas; DRDO Chairman

highlights need for indigenous technology to reduce import dependence

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ir Chief Marshal
AA.P. Singh, the
Chief of the Air

Staff, on Sunday empha-
sised the need to adhere to
delivery timelines to keep
the Indian Air Force opera-
tionally ready in the con-
stantly evolving times.

Addressing a two-day
seminar on “Aeronautics
20477, Air Chief Marshal
Singh congratulated the
Aeronautical Development
Agency (ADA) for the com-
pletion of 25 years of flight
by the light combat aircraft
(LCA) Tejas.

The ADA designed and
developed the Tejas, with
more than 5,600 success-
ful flight trials.

More than 100 design
centres, including govern-
ment laboratories, aca-
demic institutes, and in-
dustries, were associated
with this programme. Sev-
eral niche technologies, in-
cluding carbon compo-
sites, light-weight
materials, fly-by-wire flight
control, digital utility man-
agement system, and a
glass cockpit, were deve-
loped to make the LCA a

Air Chief Ma

rshal A.P. Singh addresses the gathering during a

national seminar on ‘Aeronautics 2047’ in Bengaluru. PTI

fourth-generation fighter.

Defence Research and
Development Organisation
Chairman Samir V. Kamat
underscored the impor-
tance of developing indige-
nous cutting-edge technol-
ogy to minimise India’s
dependence on imports,
thereby realising the vision
of a developed India by
2047.

Modern technologies

The seminar brought to-
gether domain experts, in-
dustrial partners, acade-
mia, aviation enthusiasts,
and speakers from across
the aerospace community
to share their insights on
the evolution of aeronaut-

ics, design innovation, ma-
nufacturing, and future
frontiers.

The focus of “Aeronaut-
ics 2047” is to explore
modern aerospace tech-
nologies, including manu-
facturing and assembly for
next generation aircraft,
digital manufacturing, ae-
rodynamics for next gener-
ation combat aircraft, pro-
pulsion technologies, and
flight testing techniques.

It also covers certifica-
tion challenges, flight con-
trol systems, avionics,
maintainability challenges
in fighter aircraft, artificial
intelligence in aircraft de-
sign, and precision manu-
facturing for actuators.

Air Force chief calls for timely delivery of combat aircraft

g A1 Y A g1l fuE &1 g R feeiiad) 3t smavasd ) 9 faan

o |AF chief congratulates ADA on 25 years of LCA Tejas; DRDO Chairman highlights
need for indigenous technology to reduce import dependence

IR AT T = LCA IS & 25 9T UX ADA Ht 94T <; DRDO 3ea&f = 3TTd W
frRaT F0 B & forg 3=t aw-ites & sazawar wR W fear

e Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh, the Chief of the Air Staff, on Sunday emphasised the need
to adhere to delivery timelines to keep the Indian Air Force operationally ready in the
constantly evolving times.

TR 9% UIRid A.P. Rig, arg I91 U, = IfAaR & TR deadt uRfufaal & YRdg arg
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R SR fean

Addressing a two-day seminar on “Aeronautics 2047”, Air Chief Marshal Singh
congratulated the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) for the completion of 25 years
of flight by the light combat aircraft (LCA) Tejas.

‘RIS 2047 TR gI-Gawlg AR & TSI F3d gu, TaR 91w At fRig A age
PIrAC TUTHIUE (LCA) a1 & 25 T8 &1 IS T a3 R WiHIcHd Saaddic Todt
(ADA) & 4TS 21|
The ADA designed and developed the Tejas, with more than 5,600 successful flight trials.
ADA 7 a9 ! f3WIg 3R fawsiyd fovan, forad 5,600 & 3iftre Twe IsT4 Uheor i |

More than 100 design centres, including government laboratories, academic institutes,
and industries, were associated with this programme.

100 & R fETTET Fg, FH TRHR war=IaTd, Aefore TR, 3R TN M &,
T HTRIHH I I3 U

Several niche technologies, including carbon composites, light-weight materials, fly-by-
wire flight control, digital utility management system, and a glass cockpit, were
developed to make the LCA a fourth-generation fighter.

Fs A=Y qa-itds, S T Hulfere, geb g o IR, TITS-91a-a9rR WITse $eld,
faforea gfefardt ARome R, 3R T PiBfe, i & T a1 LCA B el Tt
BT TSI AU T o I |

Defence Research and Development Organisation Chairman Samir V. Kamat
underscored the importance of developing indigenous cutting-edge technology to minimise
India’s dependence on imports, thereby realising the vision of a developed India by 2047.

St frad ts Saaude RSN & s GHR dY. &1vd A 3=ft sranyfe ao-ie
3 RId P & A W iR a1 I URd P maTd W= fARdr 1 81 3ik 2047 9%
fawfra WRd &1 9u=1 9TER 8

Modern technologles

AMYFF qH-1P

The seminar brought together domain experts, industrial partners, academia, aviation
enthusiasts, and speakers from across the aerospace community to share their insights
on the evolution of aeronautics, design innovation, manufacturing, and future frontiers.

BARAR <A R, seifie aeier), Rigmic), TRz Swed), sk Trias
TS & TaITS $I T WY a1 difes 3 TaRAITedd & fawr, fewmg qamr, fAafur, ok
yfaeg 3t et W 3o faaR 1= HR Iob |
The focus of “Aeronautics 2047” is to explore modern aerospace technologies, including
manufacturing and assembly for next generation aircraft, digital manufacturing,

aerodynamics for next generation combat aircraft, propulsion technologies, and flight
testing techniques.

“TIRIAIT T 2047 BT 3539 MYH TIRRUT dH-1D| BT 3-q001 H1 &, Forad pveft
it & faam & forg fAmtor ok siaeht, feforea fmfor, spreht didt & aeTe fawmi & forg
TSI, WUeRi qa-13, AR SST TRE0r a1 i 81
It also covers certification challenges, flight control systems, avionics, maintainability
challenges in fighter aircraft, artificial intelligence in aircraft design, and precision

manufacturln for actuators.
o gAY enige bgla R uRERe agiq Rl 3 et g
mmﬁwm ﬁW%mWﬁﬁwﬁlﬁmmél
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Security camps, the game changer in the Maoist fight

EGS [11: Internal Security |

aoism in India has been significantly
M curbed. The dip in Maoist-related

violence, especially over the last two
years, has restricted the insurgency to few
pockets in the Bastar division of Chhattisgarh.
Government data show that violent incidents
have reduced by almost 90% from 2010 to 2025.
The number of Left Wing Extremism
(LWE)-affected districts fell from 126 to 90 in April
2018, 70 in July 2021, 38 in April 2024, 18 in April
2025 and only 11 in October 2025. Only three
districts — Bijapur, Narayanpur and Sukma, in
south Bastar — are categorised as most affected.

Maoists entered the Dandakaranya region

(DKR) in the early 1980s due to mounting
pressure in Andhra Pradesh. Thickly wooded and
tough terrain, and abutting parts of several States
such as Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Odisha and Telangana made DKR
the most appropriate ‘rear area’ for the Maoists,
with the Bastar division as the hub.

A gradual change

The DKR of the early 1980s was characterised by
several peculiarities that favoured the Maoists. Its
geographical remoteness, rugged terrain,
marginalised tribal inhabitants and the official
policy of maintaining tribal belts as exclusive
areas were the major factors that characterised
the administrative neglect of the region. The
governance deficit was the most crucial factor
that enabled the Maoists to expand and establish
their parallel government.

In addition, the state’s focus on the extraction
economy and the tribal struggle for
‘jal-jungle-zameen’, provided the overall context
to the conflict. The setback to Maoism has been a
function of the inroads made by civil
administration into remote areas under Maoist

e
@
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The advantages
have been
many, helping
the civil
administration
reach out

to local
populations

control. The game-changing initiative of the
government has been the establishment of
security camps in the remote areas, regions of
erstwhile Maoist domination. Initial attempts to
establish camps did face local resistance.
However, local resistance subsided following the
benefits that accrued to the local population. The
advantages of the new camps have been
multifaceted.

Path to pi

First, the camps enhanced the security footprint
in remote areas. A boost in police to population
ratio deterred the Maoists from operating with
impunity.

Second, the reaction time for the security
forces in response to emergencies was
considerably reduced, putting the Maoists on the
defensive. The security forces now operate with
more confidence and higher motivation levels.

Third, the local population witnessed the
security forces gaining an upper hand, which was
also a psychological setback to the Maoists. The
local population is more assured now that the
wherewithal for their welfare and development is
with the government and not with the Maoists.

Fourth, the cascading effect of the advantages
gained by security forces improved the human
intelligence (HUMINT) scenario for the forces in a
Zero Sum manner.

Fifth, the camps have also seen the
construction of roads, and erection of mobile
towers, thereby transforming the local lifestyle.

Sixth, the civil administration has piggy-backed
on the support provided by the security camps.
The local population that till now had only seen a
policeman or a forest guard as representative of
the government is now seeing the collector,
tehsildar and patwari reaching out to them. As

progress is further consolidated along the axes
provided by security camps, the future is both
encouraging and promising. As a corollary, the
appeal of Maoists has waned. The scope of
capability development in terms of recruitment,
weapons and ammunition acquisition and
funding for the Maoists has diminished. Large
numbers of cadres along with their leaders have
either surrendered or have been neutralised by
the security forces. It indeed is a matter of time
when the physical presence of Macism will cease
to exist.

Implement constitutional guarantees
However, the challenge in the mid- and long term
can only be overcome if the structural issues are
addressed. Now that the local population is
expected to come out of seclusion, rights-based
issues will come to the fore. Several Maoists
leaders who have surrendered in recent days,
declaring their intent of carrying on with the
struggle for the tribal cause in a democratic
manner. The task at hand for the government
hereafter becomes difficult, warranting
transparent and mature handling.

Implementation of constitutional guarantees
enshrined in Acts such as the Panchayats
Extension to Scheduled Areas Act and Forest
Rights Act should form the basis of the approach
ahead. Civil administration, in most of the areas
that had minimal governance, has to start from
scratch.

A task force with a prospective plan for the
region, till 2047, as part of the Viksit Bharat
vision, will not be too ambitious to ask for. The
security forces have toiled, made sacrifices and
managed the conflict well, giving a platform to
the government to carry forward the mission for
sustainable peace.

Security camps, the game changer in the Maoist fight

& fRAfax, wrenard) fight & 79 doR

Maoism in India

YR ® Hr3N4are

Maoism in India has been significantly curbed
YR & A13aTE &I T8I g a& Frif3a s man g

The dip in Maoist related violence, especially over the last two years, has restricted the

insurgency to few pockets in the Bastar division of Chhattisgarh

food < auf & foRly U @ Arsiard! & & 313 fiRTae = SUdIe &) BEIe & a%aR AHRT
> B &1 ao it B ear R

Government data show that violent incidents have reduced by almost 90 percent from

2010 to 2025

%ﬂwmeriﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁs%wmaﬁﬁzmoﬁzozs%aﬁawm9ou|%maﬁao—nﬁsﬂ€

The number of Left Wing Extremism LWE affected districts fell from 126 to 90 in April
2018, 70 in July 2021, 38 in April 2024, 18 in April 2025 and only 11 in October 2025

qrudt IUaTE LWE | guTfad il o1 T 126 ¥ ged 3 2018 90, J[aTS 2021 #
70, 30 2024 T 38, 3r0d 2025 H 18 3R 3fagax 2025 A Had 11 |/ TS

Only three districts — Bijapur Narayanpur and Sukma, in south Bastar — are
categorised as most affected

?ﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬁ—aﬁwmeﬁ?ﬁw,mwﬁ—mﬁmmm%ﬁﬁ

Maoists entered the Dandakaranya region DKR in the early 1980s due to mounting
pressure in Andhra Pradesh

mrafiarfedt 3 3riel =T & §Gd GaTd & HRUT 1980 &b GRIH P YT H GSHRUYT &5 DKR

o vawr fear
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Thickly wooded and tough terrain, and abutting parts of several States such as Andhra
Pradesh Chhattisgarh Maharashtra Odisha and Telangana made DKR the most
appropriate rear area for the Maoists, with the Bastar division as the hub

o STER SR PR AU, T SiisT TN BHINRTG HETRTE ST 3R Ao 3 worarclf
fedl & DKR & Arafiarieal & forg e Iugad fUsan & s o aRar YT &5 8T

A gradual change
TS Bt uRkad-

The DKR of the early 1980s was characterised by several peculiarities that favoured the
Maoists

1980 & I[P B! YF3MTd BT DKR &3 fafRryarsit & gad o1 st Arsfarfea & uer 7 off

Its geographical remoteness, rugged terrain, marginalised tribal inhabitants and the
official policy of maintaining tribal belts as exclusive areas were the major factors that
characterised the administrative neglect of the region
gum, S WIFS YU, BTRIT W 08 snfeandt fAardt, ¢k snfearsht
g?q‘rgﬁﬁrg Y @A $t MfedpTe Hifd 18 709 oR® d S5 83 o ysmafae
& o[ <Xy

The governance deficit was the most crucial factor that enabled the Maoists to expand
and establish their parallel government

M B FH Ta8 Heayul RS R o refiarfedl ! faar #3913k IHHiaR IR
RT3 H FaH §911

In addition, the state’s focus on the extraction economy and the tribal struggle for jal jungle
zameen provided the overall context to the conflict

S SHfIREd I5T BT WA T fegawyr R & iR ofe s 9t & fore srfgardt
Ty = Fgd 3 I97 g veH S

The setback to Maoism has been a function of the inroads made by civil administration
into remote areas under Maoist control

HISMATG B T FH] ARTING T GIRT HATSATS! =07 a1et g &1 | Ja=1 &1
ERUEREE

The game changing initiative of the government has been the establishment of security
camps in the remote areas, regions of erstwhile Maoist domination

WHR ¥ AF Tea aTe) Ugd g 8, o Ued Arefard) wyw & 3, F gRem R #t
RITGTIE §
Initial attempts to establish camps did face local resistance

fRrfaR wiftd w1 & RS T & RITNY faAY &1 IrH1 H31 usT

However local resistance subsided following the benefits that accrued to the local

populatlon
R SMETd! & ffrd arul & 91¢ WY IRy &9 8 T

The advantages of the new camps have been multifaceted

e gR&m TR ¥ a1y agemr it R

Path to progress

TAIfa T |RT

First the camps enhanced the security footprint in remote areas
T Ug FRIFRT A gry & T R IufRATA &1 g
A boost in pollce to population ratio deterred the Maoists from operating with impunity

R 3R SFE@ Ut H gig = Hrefiaredt &) far 48 & & o A AT

Second the reaction time for the security forces in response to emergencies was
considerably reduced, putting the Maoists on the defensive

G 3muTe FRufaa & gRem gt & ufafsear awa & s1wt & o S Arsiard temeTs
Rufa o snw
The security forces now operate with more confidence and higher motivation levels

IR T 3§ HH TATIYTH 3R 3= UV TR & 1Y HT HRd &
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Third the local population witnessed the security forces gaining an upper hand, which was
also a psychological setback to the Maoists

STATY J IR&T 91 B! dgd JTRIA Hd o o Arsfiarfeat & forg aasnfae
gepT i U1

The local population is more assured now that the wherewithal for their welfare and
development is with the government and not with the Maoists

e W el & 31 fAyRT | f 70 Fedor iR AP & e WPR S U & 7
o wrsiarfeat & o

Fourth the cascading effect of the advantages gained by security forces improved the
human intelligence HUMINT scenario for the forces in a zero sum manner

Y JReT Il B B Al & YA YT A WFg Gibar HUMINT fRUfd &1 s i &
0§ 98 fobar

Fifth the camps have also seen the construction of roads and erection of mobile towers,
thereby transforming the local lifest

grad RIfaRl & A1y Jea! &1 fAmfor %mmﬁmamwm
H uftae= sman

Sixth the civil administration has piggy backed on the support provided by the security
camps

B AN WA = gRe&m ARy gr1 iw 7w g9 &1 ary Iam

The local population that till now had only seen a policeman or a forest guard as
representative of the government is now seeing the collector tehsildar and patwari
reaching out to them

S R SIS 3d 0P WRPR & Ui & 0 § oad gferasdl a1 a9 I8 & gaadr At
T 3 PoaeY deUIAGR SR Uear I 30 b Ugdd o et &

As progress is further consolidated along the axes provided by security camps, the future
is both encouraging and promising

S SR et FRIFARY g1 T MU Sy wR wnifa $iR weigd Bt § yfow Sximgee SR
TR §dT ST §
As a corollary, the appeal of Maoists has waned

TRUTARER=Y AT3aTed! o1 ATHTT HH gl 3

The scope of capability development in terms of recruitment, weapons and ammunition
acquisition and funding for the Maoists has diminished

Yo, AR 3R Tiie aReg 31 Wift, du1 famaiyor & Ha 7 mrefaredl 3 g faer
CARICIENR

Large numbers of cadres along with their leaders have either surrendered or have been
neutralised by the security forces

%@ﬁ?ﬁwmﬁmﬁmmammﬁ%mgy&naﬁmﬁmm
LY

It indeed is a matter of time when the physical presence of Maoism will cease to exist

IRd § U8 had HHY &1 91 § 9 AIsiaTg 91 Hifas SufRifa Iame 8 seht

Imglement constitutional guarantees

jaefae TRfeA) o1 dra-aa

However the challenge in the mid and long term can only be overcome if the structural
issues are addressed

gTaites wemy 3R Y sraftr &t gk 9t R &) Tl @ o TWaHTeHS e o1 qEnyH
S

Now that the local population is expected to come out of seclusion, rights based issues
will come to the fore

31d OIS TRITRT TS & TG J TR 3 Bt IHG ¢ dl UG MeTiRa e, ATHA S

Several Maoist leaders who have surrendered in recent days, declaring their intent of
carrying on with the struggle for the tribal cause in a democratic manner

BT & G- H ATEATHYUT B a1t s WIS Aarsii = nfeandt ge; & o aiwditas
T I Ty IRT TG S HR0 TS §
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The task at hand for the government hereafter becomes difficult, warranting transparent
and mature handling

TS TTE IR & (¢ B B3 81 1 & s o uRe=if ok uRue weye smaxas &
Implementation of constitutional guarantees enshrined in Acts such as the Panchayats
Extension to Scheduled Areas Act and Forest Rights Act should form the basis of the
approach ahead
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Civil administration, in most of the areas that had minimal governance, has to start from
scratch
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A task force with a prospective plan for the region till 2047, as part of the Viksit Bharat
vision, will not be too ambitious to ask for
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The security forces have toiled, made sacrifices and managed the conflict well, giving a
platform to the government to carry forward the mission for sustainable peace
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